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>^ PREFACE. 



This work was commenced by Mr. Gregory in the course 
of the year 1842; and in the Autumn of 1843 had received 
his final revision as fax as the end of Chapter xi. : he had 
likewise made numerous extracts from various sources pre- 
paratory to writing Chapters xii., xiii., xiv., xv. : and had 
arranged a collection of Problems which, with slight additions, 
forms the subject of Chapter xvi., the last of the Treatise. 
His further progress in this work was unhappily arrested by 
death. 

Having, in accordance with the last wishes of my most 
valued friend, undertaken the completion of this work, I have 
fulfilled my task to the best of my ability. It is hoped that 
the natural difficulty of bringing to a conclusion a treatise 
commenced by another, will secure for me the indulgence of 
the reader. 

/ The principal object of this Treatise is to develop a system 
of Solid Geometry, in a form suitable to mathematical students, 
by means of symmetrical equations. The general advantage 
of symmetry in this branch of mathematics is so striking, that 
the utility of such a work will be at once recognized. There 
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are undoubtedly many cases in which unsymmetrical methods 
have the advantage of brevity; a bigoted adherence to sym- 
metrical investigations has therefore been avoided. 

It is scarcely necessary for me to state that I have derived 
great assistance from Leroy's GionUtrie dea Trois Dimensions, 
Moigno's Calcul Diff^rentielj Gregory's Examples of the Pro- 
cesses of the Differential and Integral Calctdtis, and from 
several articles in the Cambridge Mathematical Journal. My 
numerous obligations to my mathematical friends have been 
acknowledged in the course of the work. 

WILLIAM WALTON, M.A. 

Trinity College, 

Cambridge, January 1845. 
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CHAPTER I. 

EXPOSITION OF PRINCIPLES, AND FUNDAMENTAL THEOREMS. 

Elementary Notions. 

Art. (1). It is necessary for the Application of Analysis to 
Geometry that we should have the means of expressing by 
symbols, not only the absolute magnitudes of geometrical quan- 
tities, such as lines, areas, angles, &c., but also the positions 
of points. Our habit of denoting arithmetical quantities by a 
single symbol naturally leads us also to denote the simplest 
geometrical magnitudes by a single symbol, and thus we 
represent straight lines of different lengths by such symbols 
as a, J, X, y, a, )3. Then, in virtue of a principle we shall here 
assume as known, an area is denoted by the product of two, and 
a solid by that of three such symbols considered as numbers* 
Angles, being a species of geometrical magnitude not homoge- 
neous with straight lines, we shall denote also by single letters, 
using generally the Greek letters X, /u, v, 0, 0, \p. Functions of 
angles, such as sines, cosines, &c., we shall often denote also by 
single letters : they may always be considered as the ratios of 
two of the symbols of straight lines. 

* The reason of this symbolization will be found in the Appendix. 
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2 ELEMENTARY XOTIOKS. 

(2) The position of a point in space is determined by referring 
it to three fixed lines intersecting each other in one point. And 
the mode by which this is done is the characteristic feature of 
the Application of Analysis to Geometry. 

Any fixed line is called an axis, and the three fixed inter- 
secting lines are called the co-ordinate axes, their point of 
intersection being named the origin. Each of these lines may 
be considered as determined by the intersection two and two of 
three planes. Thus, in fig. (1), if Ox, Oy, Oz be the three 
co-ordinate axes, O the origin, we may consider the axis Ox as 
the intersection of the planes zOx and yOx ; the axis Oy as the 
intersection oizOy and xOy, and the axis Oz as the intersection 
of xOz and yOz, These planes are termed the co-ordinate 
planes, and may be used as fixed planes to which the position of 
a point in space may be referred. In spealdng of these planes 
we shall call xOy the plane xy, yOz the plane yz, and xOz the 
plane xz, 

(3) To shew how a system of co-ordinate axes may be used 
for determining the position of a point in space, let P(fig. 1) be 
a point situate within the solid angle Oxyz, and through P draw 
J^A, PB, PC parallel to the three co-ordinate axes Ox, Oy, Oz 
respectively, and meeting the co-ordinate planes vaiA,B,C', then 
the position of the point P is known if we know the lengths of 
the lines PA, PB, and PC, which are called the co-ordinates 
of P. For if along the line Ox we measure a length OD equal 
to PA, and through D draw a plane parallel to the plane yOz, 
every point in this plane has a line equal to OD or PA as its 

Ok co-ordinate parallel to Oz^ In like manner, if we measure along 

"^ Oy and Oz lengths OE and OF equal to PB and PC respec- 

tively, and through E and F draw planes parallel to zOx and 
xOy, every point in the former has its co-ordinate parallel to Oy 
equal to OE or PB, and every point in the latter has its 
co-ordinate parallel to Oz equal to OF or PC Hence, the 
point which is determined by the intersection of these three 
planes has for its co-ordinates parallel to Ox, Oy, Oz, the lines 
PA, PB, PC respectively. In other words, the position of the 
point P is determined by the preceding construction, and there- 
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ELEMENTARY NOTIONS. o 

fore the position of a point may be considered as known when 
the lengths of its co-ordinates are given. ^ 

It is easy to see from the figure that the intersections of the 
three planes drawn through D, JE, and F, with each other 
and with the co-ordinate planes, determine a parallelopiped, 
of which and P are opposite solid angles. Hence we 
may obtain the point P by a simpler construction ; for, since 
OD = PA, DC^ OE=r PB, if along Ox we measure OD = PA, 
and at D draw DC parallel to Oy and equal to PB, and 
through C draw CP parallel to Oz, making it of the given 
length, the point P will be determined. We might of course 
equally well begin by measuring the first co-ordinate along 
either of the other axes. 

The co-ordinates PA, PB, PC of sl point P being diflferent 
lengths of straight lines are, according to the explanation in 
Art. (1), usually represented by the symbols x, y, z, when they 
are indeterminate, and by other letters, as a, J, c, or a, j3, y, 
when determinate values are assigned to them. 

(4) In what precedes we assumed that the point P is 
within the solid angle Oxyz, ^xA that the co-ordinates x, y, z 
are measured along Ox, Oy, and Oz in one direction only : we 
have therefore as yet the means of determining the position of 
a point only within a limited portion of space. For, since the 
lines which intersect at may be considered as infinite in 
length, the three planes, which by their intersection determine 
these lines, divide space into eight solid angles, of which we 
have considered but one. If we indicate by a! , %/ , z' arbitrary 
points in the prolongation of the axes, these eight solid angles 
may be denoted by 

Oxyzy Ox'yz, Oxy'z, Oxyz, 
Oxy'z'y Ox'yz, Ox'y'z, Ox'y'z' ; 

and for each of these divisions we should require to use a 
separate set of symbols to indicate in which octant the point 
under consideration is situate, so that eight sets of formulae 
would be required in discussing the position of a point in 
all possible positions. The artifices of analysis fortunately 
enable us to avoid this complexity by reducing all these sets to 
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one ; and this is done by the aid of the algebraical symbols + 
and - , in the following manner. 

(6) We agree^ as may be done consistently with the proper- 
ties of the symbols, that, when starting from a given point a 
straight line of given length is considered as positive, a line 
of the same length measured in the opposite direction is to be 
reckoned as negative. Then, if lines measured from towards 
X (fig. 2) be positive, those measured from O towards x' are 
negative ; and if lines measured from towards y be positive, 
those measured from towards y' are negative; and if those 
measured from O towards z be positive, those from O towards z* 
are negative. Now the co-ordinates of a point P in the octant 
Oxyz are measured along Ox, Oy, Oz, and are therefore by 
agreement all positive. But the co-ordinates of a point P in the 
octamt Oxyz* are measured along Oxy Oy, and Os^ ; consequently 
the first two are positive and the third negative. Hence, any 
formula involving the co-ordinates of P may be transformed 
into one involving those of P simply by putting - z for z, or 
changing the sign of z. In like manner, if we have a point P" 
in the octant Ox^z, its co-ordinates are measured along Ox'y 
Oxf y Ozy consequently the first two are negative and the third 
positive; so that a formula involving the co-ordinates of P may 
be transformed into one involving those of P" by changing the 
sign of X and of y. Tn a similar manner we may proceed for 
all the octants according to the following scheme : — 

In the octant Oxyz the co-ordinates are + a:, + y, +2?, 

Oxyz - a:, + y, + 5;, 

Oxy'z + a:, - y, + 2;, 

Oxy^i + a:, + y, - 3r, 

OXy'^ ^Xy -yy -Zy 

OalyTi - ^> + y> - 55, 

Oaiy'z ^Xy --yy ^Zy 

Oxy'z' - Xy - yy - z. 

It appears then that by supposing each of the quantities 
Xy y, z to be both absolutely positive and absolutely negative, 
and by combining these in all possible ways, we can represent 
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INTERPRETATION OF EQUATIONS. 

the position of a point in any octant, that is, in any part of 
space. 

(6) In defining the co-ordinate axes we made no restrictions 
as to the angles at which they are inclined to each other, but it 
is usually most convenient to use as co-ordinate axes three 
straight lines which are at right angles to each other : such a 
system is called a system of rectangular co-ordinates. 

Interpretation of Equations, 

(7) The results of the applications of Analysis to Geometry 
axe expressed in equations involving the co-ordinates which have 
been denoted by x,i/, z; we must therefore, before proceeding 
further, consider what is the geometrical interpretation of such 
equations. Let us take a single equation, such as 

f(x, y, ;?) = : 

this may be considered as a relation which enables us to deter- 
mine any one of the variables when the other two are given, 
two being always arbitrary. Let these be x and y, so that the 
equation is equivalent to another of the form 

z = i)(xyy); 

then we are at liberty to assign arbitrary and independent 
values to x and y, and for every such pair we obtain from the 
equation a definite value for z. Now to every pair of values of 
X and y there corresponds a point in the plane of xy; and if 
through this we draw a line parallel to the axis of z, and 
measure along it a length equal to the value of z given by the 
equation, it is clear that we shall in that way obtain a series of 
points constituting a surface, not forming a solid, since we take 
only one point in each co-ordinate parallel to the axis of z, which 
is drawn through every point in the plane of xy. We here sup- 
pose that the equation z= 6(xy y) 

gives only one value of z for each pair of values of x and y ; but 
if it should give several values, the only difference is that in 
each co-ordinate parallel to z we must take a determinate 
number of points, and these taken together will constitute a 
surface of several sheets. 



6 INTEBPBBTATION OF EQUATIONS. 

It is tx) be remarked^ that though we spoke of assigning 
arbitrary values to x and y, they must be such as will give only 
possible values to z ; that is to say, will affect it with the signs + 
and - only, for we confine our interpretations to such results. 
If the equation cannot be satisfied by combinations of possible 
values of the variables, its interpretation does not come within 
the scope of our present purpose. Should however it be pos- 
sible to satisfy the equation by dividing it into a system of two 
or three other simultaneous equations, it will then represent a 
limited number of lines or of points, according to a principle of 
which we shall speak immediately. Thus the equation 

(« - ay + (y - *)' + (2J - c/ = 0, 
which is satisfied by no possible values of the variables, except 

Z = a^ 1/ = by Z = Cy 

represents a point. If the equation be satisfied by several dis- 
tinct independent equations, it represents as many distinct 
surfaces. 

(8) If the equation involve only two out of three of the 
variables, it still represents a surface, but one of peculiar kind. 
Thus, if we have the equation 

fix, y) = 0, 
it is satisfied by certain values of x and y, independently of z. 
Here x and y are no longer both arbitrary, but one is given in 
terms of the other by the equation ; to each pair corresponds a 
point in the plane of xy^ and the series of such points con- 
stitutes a curve in that plane. If through each point in this 
curve we draw a co-ordinate parallel to 2J, every point in that 
co-ordinate has the same values of x and y as its co-ordinates 
parallel to these axes ; and therefore the equation 

fO^y y) = 

is true for every point along each co-ordinate parallel to z drawn 
through each point in the curve. That is to say, the equation 

/(^. y) = 
represents a surface such that every straight line drawn parallel 
to z through a certain series of points in the plane of xy lies 
^hoUy in the surface. Such surfaces are called cylindrical, the 
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common right cylinder haying been the first of the kind of 
which the properties were known. 

If the equation contain only one of the variables, so that it is 
of the form f(x) = Q, 

it can always, by the theory of equations, be decomposed into 
simple factors of the form x - a. If the second term of this 
factor, or a, be a possible quantity, the equation 

X - a = 

indicates a series of points of which the co-ordinates parallel to 
X are equal, that is, a plane parallel to yz : if the second term be 
not possible we do not interpret the equation. Hence, the 
equation f(^x) = 

represents as many planes parallel to yz as it contains possible 
linear factors of the form x - a. Thus we see that in all cases 
when a single equation is interpreted, it represents a surface of 
some kind or other. 

(9) When two simultaneous equations are given, as 

f(^y y, ^) = 0, fix, y, z) = 0, 
each of these represents a surface, and when they are combined the 
co-ordinates x,y,z must belong to points common to the two sur- 
faces, that is to say, to the line of intersection of the two surfaces. 
Hence, two simultaneous equations represent a line which will 
be in general a curve of double curvature, unless either one of 
the equations be that to a plane, or the combination of the two 
lead to the equation to a plane. Since two equations may be 
combined in an infinite number of ways, the result of any such 
combination is the equation to some siirface which passes through 
the intersection of the two given surfaces. Any such result may 
be used instead of one of the given equations, if such a change 
conduce to simplicity. Thus, if we combine the equations so as 
to eliminate any one of the variables, the resulting equation may 
be used instead of one of the given equations. ' Suppose that z 
is the variable which is eliminated, so that 

tp(x,y)= 
is the resulting equation. This, by Art. (8), is the equation to 
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a cylindrical surface p^^a^d to the axis of z\ and as we may 
obtain similar equations for each of the other axes, it appears 
that aay line in space may be considered as the intersection of 
two cylindrical surfaces parallel to two of the co-ordinate axes. 

(10) If we wish to determine the curve in which a sizrface is 
cut by one of the co-ordinate planes, as that of xy for instance, 
we must combine the equation to the surface 

f{Xy y, z) = with « = 0, 

as for all points in the plane of xy the co-ordinate z is zero : 
these two equations taken together determine the curve of 
intersection, or, as it is called, the trace of the surface on the 
plane of xy. Even though the equation do not contain z, it 
must be combined with the equation 

z=^ ; 
since, when taken by itself, an equation of the form 

represents a cylindrical surface as we have just seen. 
If, instead of supposing ;? = 0, we combine 

f(xy y, ^) = with « = a, 

we determine the intersection of the surface with a plane of 
which every point is at the same distance from the plane of xy, 
that is, which is parallel to it. The substitution of a for z in the 
equation to the surface gives 

f(x, y, a) = 0, 

which, considered by itself, is a cylindrical surface, and when 
combined with « = it gives us the trace of the cylinder on the 
plane of xy, which is clearly the same curve as the intersection 

01 f(xy y, z) =^ with z = €k 

Of the intersection of a surface by other planes we shall speak 
elsewhere. 

(11) When three simultaneous equations are given, it is easy 
to see that they are sufficient for determining absolutely the 
values of the three variables x, y, z, and consequently that they 
must represent one or more points. 



( 9 ) 

Fundamental TheoiKlits, 

(12) Theory of Projections. When a point is referred to a 
plane by means of a straight line drawn parallel to a fixed axis, 
the point where the line meets the plane is called the projection 
of the point on the plane. Thus in fig. (1) -4 is the projection 
of P on the plane of yz, B is the projection on the plane of xzy 
and (7 that on xy. If a series of points, forming a line, be in 
this way projected on any plane, their projections constitute a 
line which is called the projection of the line on the plane. 

When one line or several lines connected together enclose a 
plane area, the area enclosed by the projection of the lines is 
called the projection of the first area. If the plane on which 
the projection is made be perpendicular to the fixed axis, the 
projection is caUed orthogonal, and it is this Hnd which we 
shall have chiefly to consider : unless, therefore, the contrary be 
expressly stated, the projection is always to be considered as 
orthogonal. 

This idea of projection may, in the case of the straight line, 
be somewhat extended ; for if from the extremities of any 
terminated straight line we draw perpendiculars to a line fixed 
in position, the portion of the latter intercepted between the 
feet of the perpendiculars is also called the projection of the 
former line on the fixed line. 

From this definition, combined with what has been said in 
Art. (3), it is easy to see that the rectangular co-ordinateS of a 
point are the orthogonal projections on the co-ordinate axes of 
its distance from the origin. 

(13) The general property of all orthogonal projections of 
bounded straight lines or plane areas, is that the projections are 
equal to the original line or area multiplied by the cosine of the 
angle between the straight line or plane area, and that on which 
it is projected. This must be proved separately in each case. 

1st, When a straight line is projected on a plane. Let PQ 
(fig. 3) be the given terminated straight line, ABCD the plane 
of projection : draw PjM, QN perpendicular to it; then'MZV is 
by definition the projection of PQ on ABCD. Since PM and 
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QN are both perpendicular to the same plane^ they are parallel 

to each other ; in the plane therefore in which they lie draw 

PR parallel to MNy and meeting QN in M, so that Pit is equal' 

to MN. Now the inclination of a straight line to a plane is the 

angle which the line makes with the intersection of the plane 

and a plane perpendicular to it passing through the line. 

Since, then, PM and QN are perpendicular to ABCD, the 

plane of PQMN is also perpendicular to it, and the inclination 

of PQ to the plane ABCD is measured by the angle between 

PQ and MN or the equal angle QPJR, Let this be 0, then in 

the triangle PQB 

PR = PQ cos e, 

and therefore MN- PQ cos 0, 

as was to be proved. 

It is to be observed that we consider the inclination of the 

straight line to the plane to be the acute angle which it makes 

with its projection. 

2nd, When a straight line is p^^qjected on another straight line. 
Let PQ (fig. 4) be the terminated straight line, AB the line on 
which it is to be projected, and which is not necessarily in the 
same plane with PQ, In such a case, since the lines do not 
meet, their inclination is measured by the angle between one of 
them, and a parallel to the other drawn through any point in it. 
Draw PMy QN perpendicular to AB ; then, by definition, MN 
is the projection oi PQ on AB, Through QN draw a plane 
perpendicular to AB, and let R be the point where it is met by 
a parallel to AB drawn through P : join QR. Then, since a 
straight line which is perpendicular to a plane is perpendicular 
to every straight line in the plane, the angle PRQ is a right 
angle ; and therefore 

PR = PQ cos QPR. 

But since PRMN is a rectangle, PR = MN; so that, calling 
the inclination of PQ to AB, we have 

MN^ PQ cos e, 

as was to be proved. The angle 6 is, as before, supposed to be 
the acute angle which PQ makes with AB. 
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If instead of two fixed points PQ, connected by a straight 
line, we have any niunber of points PQ P^Qi (fig. 5) connected 
by straight lines PQ, QP^, P^Q^, and if from P, Q, P„ Q^ 
we draw on AB the perpendiculars PM, QN, P^M^y Q^N^, 
the whole line MN^ is composed of the projections MN ^y NM^^ /{l J^ 
JfjiVj. But JfiNTj may be considered as the projection of a *"' 
single line PQ^ connecting P and Q^ ; therefore the projection 
of any single line connecting two points is equal to the sum of 
the separate projections of any number of connected lines which 
join the same points. Such a series of lines may be called a 
broken line ; and we may thus say generally that if any two 
points be connected by a straight line or by any series of broken 
lines, their projections on any line are equal. This is a propo- 
sition which we shall frequently have occasion to use. 

In the figure we have supposed all the separate projections to 
be additive ; but if one of the points, as Q^ , were in the posi- 
tion Qj, the projection of P^Q^ must be subtracted: we may, 
however, get rid of the necessity of attending to this. For if 
we consider the angles as measured by the inclination of lines 
estimated all in the same direction, as for instance the inclina- 
tion of PQ to AB and of P^Q.^^ to AB and not to BA, it is 
clear that the latter will be an obtuse angle whenever by the 
position of Q, the projection of P^Qz is to be subtracted; and 
hence the sign of the term is given by the sign of the cosine. 

3rd, When a plane area is projected on a plane. We shall 
begin with a triangle of which one side is parallel to the plane 
of projection. Let ABC(&g. 6) be the triangle, A'B'C its pro- 
jection, of which we suppose the side JB'C" to be parallel to BC. 
Through A A' draw a plane perpendicular to BC and ffC, 
which therefore cuts the triangle and its projection in the lines 
AD and A'jy perpendicular to BC and B'C. The area of the 
triangle ABC is then equal to | BC.AD, while that of A'B'C 
is equal to ^BC.A'B or J BCA'D, But A:Dy being the pro- 
jection of AD on the plane, is equal to AD cos (9, if d be the 
inclination of the plane of the triangle to the plane of projection, 
or of AD to A D. Hence we have 

A'BC = ABC cos e. 
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If one of the sides of the triangle be not parallel to the plane of 
projection, we may draw through one angle, as B, (fig. 6a) a 
plane parallel to the plane of projection and meeting the plane 
of the triangle in some line BD. Then by what has preceded, 
as A'BD is the projection oi ABD, BCD of BCD and ABC 
of ABCy we shall have 

A'BD = ABD cos (J, BCD = BCD cos 9 ; 
since the side BD of each of these triangles is parallel to the 
plane of projection. Hence, subtracting the latter jfrom the 
former, ^^^j) _ scj) ^ ^j^^j) _ jg^'D) cos 6, 

or A'BC = ABC cos 0, 

as was to be proved. 

Since every polygon may be divided into a number of tri- 
angles, of each of which the preceding proposition is true, it 
applies also to the sum of the triangles, that is, to the polygon. 
Also, the theorem may, by the method of limits, be extended to 
curvilinear areas, since they may always be considered as the 
limits of polygons of which the proposition is true. 

By means exactly similar to those employed in the case of 
several series of lines terminated at the same point, we may 
shew that if any niimber of straight lines be connected either by 
one plane area of which they are the boundaries, or by any 
number of plane areas having common edges, the projections of 
all on any plane are equal. 

(14) To express the distance between any two points in terms 
of their rectangular co-ordinates. 

Let PQ (fig. 7) be the two points, and assume Oxy Oy, Oz as 
rectangular co-ordinates ; draw PN, QN' parallel to Oz, and 
NMy N'M' parallel to Oy ; then OM, MN, NP are the co- 
ordinates of P and OM', M'N' and iVQ are those of Q. Let 

OM=Xy MN^y, NP^Zy OM' ^ x^, M'N' = y^, N'Q = z^; 

let PQ = r, and let X, //, v be the angles which it makes with 
axes of X, y, and z. On PQ, as a diagonal, construct a rectan- 
gular parallelopiped, the sides of which parallel to the axes of 
X, y, z are equal to 
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Now if we project on PQ the broken line PTSQy we have 

r = (ajj - x) cos A + (^i - y) cos /u + (^^j - z) cos v. 

Again^ projecting PQ on the axes oixy y, and z, we have 

x^- x-r cos A, y^- y -T cos )u, ;2j - « = r cos v ; 

multiplying these equations by x^ - ^yVi- y, z^- z respectively, 
and adding, we have, by the previous equation, 

which is the required expression. 

If the point Q be the origin, then x^ =0, y^ = 0, z^ = 0, and 
we have for the distance of P from the origin, 

OP =(a:' + y' + «')*. 

(15) To express the distance between two points in terms of 
their obliqtce coordinates. 

Make a construction similar to that in the last article, and let 
a, /3, y be the angles between Oy and Oz, Ox and Oz, Ox and 
Oy : then, using the same notation as before, and projecting the 
broken line PTSQ on PQy we have 

r ^{x^- x) cos X + (yj - y) cos fi + (z^- z) cos y. 

Again, projecting PQ and the broken line PTSQ on the axis 
of Xy the two projections are equal because PQ and PTSQ have 
the same extremities ; hence 

r cos X = a:^ - :i: -f (yi - y) cos 7 + {z^ - z) cos /3, 

as Y is the angle between Ox and Oy, and /3 that between 0:c 
and Oz. Similarly for the other co-ordinate axes we have 

r cos fx-y^-y ■¥ {z^- z) cos a-\-(x^- x) cos y 
r cos V = «j - « + (^Tj - a;) cos j3 + (y^ - y) cos a. 

Multiplying these equations by iPj - ^^yi- y^z^- z respectively, 
and adding, we have, in consequence of the preceding equation, 

r' = (ar^ - xy ^(y^-yj-^- (^1 "Zf^^ (x, -x)(i/,- y) cos y 

+ 2 (ar, - x) (z^ - z) cos i3 + 2(yj - y) (sTj - «) cos a. 

It is obvious that this gives us the expression for the length of a 
diagonal of a parallelepiped in terms of the sides and the angles 
which they make with each other. 
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(16) To find ihe rdatum between the cosines of the angles 
which a straight line makes with three rectangular axes. 

Taking the origin O (fig. 8) in the line, let POx = a, POy = /3, 
POz = y, and let Xy y, z be the co-ordinates of any point P in 
the line ; then if the distance OP be r, we have, by Art. (14), 

r* = ic* + y' + ;?* ; 
but since x, y, z are the projections of r on the co-ordinate axes, 
we have x => r cos a, y = r cos /3 « « r cos 7 ; 

therefore, substituting for these quantities, we have 

f^ ^ f^ (cos*a + C08*/3 + cos'y), 
or cos'a + cos'/3 + cos' 7=1, 

a very important relation, to which we shall frequently refer. 
The cosines of the angles which a straight line makes with the 
co-ordinate axes are quantities which we shall often have occa- 
sion to use, and as they serve to determine the direction of the 
line, we shall caU them the direction-cosines of the line ; and 
when we wish to speak of a straight line with reference to its 
direction-cosines, which we may call /, m, n, we shall name it the 
line p, m, n], 

(17) The preceding theorem enables us to prove a very 
important property of the orthogonal projections of plane areas. 
For since any two planes make with each other the same angle 
as two lines respectively perpendicular to them, if we have a 
plane area perpendiciilar to the line of which the direction- 
cosines are cos a, cos )3, and cos y, its inclinations to the co-ordi- 
nate planes of yz, zx, xy are a, /3, y respectively. Therefore if 
the magnitude of the area be denoted by A, and those of its 
projections on yz, zx, and xy by A^, A , A^y we shall have 

A^ = A cos a, A =^ A cos j3, A^= A cos y. 
Squaring and adding these, and observing that by the preceding 
theorem ^os^a + cos'/3 + cos'7 = 1, 

we have A^ = Af + .4 ' + -4 ' ; 

or the square of any plane area is equal to the sum of the squares 
of its projections on three planes at right angles to each other. 
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(18) To express the cosine of the angle between two straight 
lines in terms of the direction-cosines of the lines. 

If the lines do not meet, the angle between them is found by 
drawing through any point in the one a line parallel to the 
other. Take this point as the origin O (fig. 9) ; let a, /3, 7 be 
the angles which OP, and aj, (3^, y^ those which OQ makes 
with the rectangular axes. Take in OP any point P of which the 
co-ordinates are x, y, z, and in OQ any point Q of which the 
co-ordinates are x^^y^yZ^y and join PQ ; let OP - r, OQ = r^, 
PQ = S, and POQ (the angle between the lines) = 0. Then, in 
the triangle POQ, we have 

g2=: r' + r^'- 2rri cos 0; 

but if we express S in terms of the co-ordinates of its extremities 
we have, by Art. (14), 

S'-(x,-xy^(y,-yy^(z,-zJ 

= ^1' + yi' -^ ^1' + ^' + y" -^ ^ - 2 (xx^ + yy^ + zz^ 
= r^ ■¥ r^ - 2 {xx^ -f yy^ + zz^. 
Equating these two values of 8*, we have 

rr^ cos fl = xx^ + yy^ + zz^ ; 
but X - r cos a, y = ^ cos j3, z-r cos y, 

x^ = Tj cos Oj, y^ = r^ cos /B^, 2f, = r^ cos y^, 
therefore 

cos © = cos a cos aj + cos /3 cos j3i + cos 7 cos y^ . 

(19) This theorem proves the following proposition : the 
projection of any finite straight line on another may be found 
by first projecting the line on three rectangular axes, and then 
taking the sum of these projections projected on the second line. 
For if r be the length of the finite line, and a, /3, y the angles 
which it makes with the axes, its projections on them are 

r cos a, r cos /3, r cos 7. 
Then if «!> jSj, y^ be the angles which the second line makes 
with the axes, the projections of the preceding quantities on the 
second line are 

r cos a cos Oj , r cos j3 cos /S^ , r cos 7 cos 7^ , 
and their sum is 

r (cos a cos a^ + cos j3 cos /Bj + cos 7 cos y^-r cos 6, 
being the angle between the lines. 



V 



y 

16 FUNDAMENTAL THEOREMS. 

The same proposition is applicable to a plane area ; so that to 
find the projection of any plane area on a plane it is sufficient to 
project it on the three co-ordinate planes^ and then to take the 
sum of these projections projected on the second plane. 

(20) To express the area of a triangle in terms of the co- 
ordinates of its angular points. 

This may be most conveniently done by first finding the 
projection of the area of a triangle^ one of whose angular points 
is at the origin. Let AOB (fig. 10) be such a triangle^ and 
MOM^ its projection; then if OM- r, OM^ = r^, MOx = 0, 

area MOM^ = 5 ^i sin (6 - OJ. 

Let the co-ordinates of 3f be a:, y ; and of 3f j , ^i 1 y^ ; then 

area MOM^ = I (xj/ - xy^y 

which is the expression for the projection of A OB on the plane 
oi xy. 

Now let ABC be the triangle of which the area is to be 
determined : a:, y, Zy x^y y^, z^, ^^yV^y ^%i ^^ co-ordinates of 
Ay By C; join its angular points with the origin, so as to form 
the three triangles AOBy BOC, CO A. Then, by what has 
preceded, 

projection on xy of AOB = \ (xj/ - xy^, 

of BOC ^ l(x^y^ - xj/,)y 

of CO A ^Kxj/" xy^. 

But, by Art. (13. 3), since the triangle ABCy and the three 
triangles AOB, BOC, CO Ay are terminated by the same lines 
ABy BCy ACy thc projection MM^M^ of ABC on xy is equal to 
the sum of the projections of the other triangles on that plane. 

Hence, calling that projection A^^ we have 

A = 5 C^iy - ^Vi + ^Jifi - ^1^8 + ^2 - ^jf)> 

since it is clear from the figure that the projections of J? 0(7 and 
CO A must be subtracted ; and in like manner, if ^ , ^^ be the 
projections of ABC on the planes of xz and yz, we have 

A = 2 (^y. - ^iV + y^2- y2« + yj^i - y,^^- 
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But since the co-ordinates are rectangular, we have (Art. 17), if 
A be the area of the triangle ABC, 

and thus the area is expressed in terms of the co-ordinates of 
the angular points of the triangle. 

From the nature of projections it appears that the cosines of 
the angles which the plane of ABC makes with the co-ordinate 
planes otxt/, xz, and yz, are 

— • , -^ , -^ respectively. 

(21) To express the volume of a tetrahedron in terms of the 
co-ordinates of its angtdar points. 

Take for simplicity one of the angular points as origin, and 
let OABC (fig. 10) be the tetrahedron; then if OH be drawn 
perpendicular to the plane of ABC, and be put equal to A, the 
volume of the tetrahedron V= \Ahy A being, as in the last 
article, the area of ABC 

Now since OH is perpendicular to the plane of ABC, it 
makes with the co-ordinate axes of x, y, z the same angles that 
the plane of ABC makes with the planes of y«, xzy and xy ; 
hence, by the last article, if a, j3, 7 be these angles, 

A at A A 

cos a = -^ , cos p = -^ , cos 7 = —^ . 

AAA 

But if we project the broken line ONMA on OS, tie sum of 
the projections is equal to Ofl, since OHy being perpendicular 
to the plane of ABC, is perpendicular to every straight line in 
it, and therefore to AH Hence we have 

A A A 

^a'^'^a^^a'' 

therefore substituting for A^j A y A^ their values previously 
found, and cancelling the terms which destroy each other, we 
find v^l {xz^y^ - xy^z^ + x^yz^ - xjyz^ + xjsy^ - x^zy^). 
If we wish to introduce the co-ordinates ^3, ^3, z^ of the fourth 
point, we have merely to substitute x - x^y V ^ V^y ^ ~ ^3 « 

^1 - ^3/ Vi-Vzy ^1 - «8> ^2 - ^8 > ^2 - ys^ ^2 - ^3 fo'^ t^e simple 
co-ordinates. 

c 
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(22) As we shall have frequent occasions to use several 
analytibal theorems which are perhaps not generally known^ it 
will be of advantage to premise them here. 

I. If |=^=^« = &c. 

b b^ b^ 

each of these ratios is equal to 

and to na + n,a, + n,a, + &c. ^^ 

nb + njij + njf^ + &c. * 

w, Wj , Wj , &c. being any quantities whatever. 

For assuming each of the ratios equal to r, we have 

a = rb, a^ = rb^ , a, = r J, , &c. 
Squaring and adding, 

a» + a* + a^" + &c. = f^(b' + V + i/ + &c.); 
whence, extracting the root and dividing, 

(g' + g,' + g,' + &c.)* ^ y ^ « ^ «i ^ ^c. 
(5» + J^« + b,' + &c.)* * *^ 

Again, »g = mJ, nfi^ = rw^ij , w^g^ = mjb^ , &c. 
By addition, 

(na + Wjgj + n.g, + &c.) = r (»J + w^ij + njb^ + &c.) 

.^^^^^ ng + n,g,-fn,g, + &c. ^ ^ ^ ? ^ «! ^ ^^ 

»J + Wjftj + W3J3 + &c. J Jj 

II. If we wish to determine the variables from three simulta- 
neous equations of the form 

ax + by -\-cz ''^ d (1), 

a^z + bj/ -^ c^z = d^ (2), 

g^a? + 6^ + Cj^ = rfj, (3), 

instead of eliminating first z and then y, in order to determine 
X, we may eliminate both at one operation by the following rule: 
Multiply (1) by b^c^ - cfi^ ; (2) by cb^ - bc^ ; (3) by bc^ - J^c, and 
add : it will be found that the coefficients of y and z are identi- 



FUNDAMENTAL THEOREMS. 19 

cally equal to zero, and we have 

with similar expressions for the other variables. If d = 0, 
d^ = 0, d^ = 0, the equations contain only two independent 
variables, since we may divide all by any one of them ; and the 
condition that the equations should coexist is 

« (*i^2 - ^1*2) + ^1 (pK - *^2) + «2 (*^i - \<0 = 0- 
We shall frequently refer to this process under the name of 
cross-rmdiiplication ; and the student is recommended to make 
himself familiar with the forms of the multipliers, as a ready use 
of the process will be of great service to him. 

IIL The sum of three squares of the form 

{ay - bxf + (ca? - azf + {bz - cyf 

may be put in a shape which is very convenient, especially 
in geometrical investigations. For if we add and subtract from 
the preceding expression the three squares 

aV, jy, cV, 

the expression may be transformed into 

' (a* + y 4- c') (a:^ + y* + 2:*) - {ax + Jy + czj, 

Now, if o, J, 6» be taken as proportional to the direction- 
cosines of some one line, and a:, y, z of another, the expression 

ax -^ by -V cz 

is equal to the cosine of the angle between the lines : let this 
be ; then the sum of the squares is equal to 

{a' + y + c'){x' + y' + z') (sin Of. 

TV. If we obtain as the result of any process that a function 
of X is equal to a function of y in which y is involved in a man- 
ner similar to that in which x is involved in the other, then, as 
there is nothing to distinguish one co-ordinate from another 

c2 
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when they are symmetrically inyolyed, we may say that each of 
these functions is equal to a simUar function of z, and this is the 
consequence of the general symmetry of our expressions. Thus, 
if we have two equations 

& + wy + W5f = 0, 
Hx + vnly + fiz = 0, 

and eliminate z between them^ we find 

Qnl -tn)z-¥ (mvl - rriri) y = 0, 

X V 

Win' - nin tn - Ivl * 

here the two sides of the equation are symmetrical, one with 
respect to x and the other to y. We may therefore say that 

each is equal to j—, — «— , this being the corresponding sym- 
metrical expression with respect to z. 



( 21 ) 



CHAPTER II. 



OF THE STRAIGHT LINE AND PLANE. 

(2S) There axe two methods which we may use in applying 
analysis to Geometry : either we may assume equations of dif- 
ferent forms, and then determine their geometrical meaning ; or 
we may define lines and surfaces by their geometrical properties, 
and from the definitions determine their equations. We might 
pursue either of these methods exclusively, and so build up a 
system on an uniform plan ; but we shall find it more convenient 
to use sometimes one and sometimes the other method. In 
treating of the straight line and plane we shall use the second 
system, because their geometrical defimtions are so weU known, 
and their chief geometrical properties are so familiar to us, that 
it seems more natural to translate these into analytical language 
than to adopt the inverse process. The surfaces of the second 
order will be treated by the other method. 

In the following investigations the co-ordinates are considered 
as rectangular, except when the contrary is expressly stated. 

17^6 Straight Line, 

(24) To find the equatians to a straight line. Take A a fixed 
point in the indefinite straight line AP (fig. 11), and let a, /3, y 
be its co-ordinates. Let a?, y, z be the co-ordinates of any other 
point P in the line, and let /, m, n be the cosines of the angles 
which the line makes with the three axes, or the direction-cosines 
of the line. Then if r be the length of the portion AP of the 
line, X - a, y - (i, z - y are the projections of r on the axes of 
Xy y, % respectively. But by the nature of projections 

X - a = lr, y-j3 = wr, z - y = nr. 



/•y) 
->/i 
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Hence we have 7 ° = ^^—-- = ~ ^ (1). 

I m n 

These three equations are equivalent to two only, as any one may 
be derived from the other two ; and as they express two relations 
between the co-ordinates of P which is any point in the straight 
line, they are the eqtmtions to the line. 

As these formulae express the equality of three ratios, it is 
often convenient to denote each of them by the single quantity 
r, to which they are each equal. 

(25) It is evident that we may write the equations to the 
straight line under the form 

^ - « _ y-/3 _ ^ - 7 , . 

rr"is= w ^^^' 

if L = kly M = kmy N= kn, k being an arbitrary multiplier; 
that is, if L, M, N be proportional to Z, m, n. Consequently if 
we have given equations of the form (2), they represent a straight 
line, and the quantities Z, M, N are proportional to the direc- 
tion-cosines of the line. The quantities a, /3, y are always the 
co-ordinates of a point through which the line passes. 

(26) There is also another form in which the equations to the 
straight line may be written : for if we combine the first and 
third members of (2) and also the second and third, we have 

which may be put in the form 

x = az -{-p, y ^ bz -{■ q (3), 

.. L L 

if -^=a, a- — y=p, 

M . ^ M 

The form (3) is that which has been usually employed by 
writers on this subject, but it is not so convenient as (1) and (2), 
because the expressions axe not symmetrical with respect to the 
three variables Xy y, z. 

We can easily interpret the meanings of the constants in 
equations (3); for, considering the left-hand equation, we see 
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that it is the equation to a straight line in the plane of xz, 
which is evidently the projection of the given line on that plane. 
Now a is the tangent of the angle at which this projection cuts 
the axis of z, and p is the portion of the axis of x intercepted 
between the origin and the projection. In like manner b is the 
tangent of the angle which the projection of the given line on 
the plane of yz makes with the axis of z, and q is the portion of 
the axis of y which is intercepted between the origin and the 
projection. 

(27) The position of the line will vary according to the 
values of the constants in its equations^ and some of the more 
important cases we shall here consider. 

In equations (2)^ if a =» 0, j3 = 0^ 7 = 0, the line passes through 
the origin^ and its equations are then 

L M N ^^^' 

If any one of the denominators vanish, as if Z = 0, then, in 

order that the three equations may exist, the ratio — =r— must 

not become infinite ; and this can only be avoided by Tnaking it 

indeterminate, or of the form - , that is, by putting x - a - 0. 

Now i = implies that / = 0, or that the direction-cosine with 

respect to 2; is ; that is, that the line is at right angles to the 

axis of X, and therefore parallel to the plane of yz. Hence, 

equations of the form 

y - 3 z - y , ^ 

represent a straight line parallel to the plane of yz ; and simi- 
larly for the other co-ordinate planes. 

If two of the denominators vanish, as £ = 0, Jtf = 0, it 

foUows that a; - a = 0, y - j3 = (6), 

which in this case are the equations to the line. Since i = 0, 
M= imply that the line is perpendicular both to the axis of x 
and that of y, it must be parallel to the axis of z: A line, 
therefore, which is parallel to one axis is represented by making 
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tlie co-ordinates with respect to the other axes each equal to a 
constant. 

If we consider the form (3) of the equations to the straight 
line, j9 = 0, y = imply that the line passes through the origin, 
in which case its equations are 

X = az, y « bz. 
If a a 0, the equations are 

which being of the same form as (5) represent a straight line 
parallel to the plane of yz. If d = oo , which corresponds to 
N^ in the form (2), the equations (3) fail, and we must 
combine equations (2) in a different way. Let us then combine 
the first and second and the second and third, when we have 

y = /3 + -g (a; - a), 5? = y + — (a: - a) ; 
in these, if iV^= 0, they become 

if «i - -y 8^^ />i = p - y a. 

These equations, by what has just been said, represent a straight 
line parallel to the plane of xy. Hence, if in equations (3) 
either of the coefficients of z becomes infinite, the equations 
represent a line parallel to the plane of xy. 

We now proceed to apply these equations to the solutions of 
problems relating to straight lines. 

(28) To find the angles which a given straight line makes with 
the co-ordinate axes. 

Let the equations to the line be 

X - a _ y - i3 _ 2f-7 
"Z IT' N I 

then if X, /u, v be the angles which the line makes with the axes, 
we have by Art. (25) 

L = k cos A, M -k cos ^, N =k cos v. 
Squaring and adding these equations, we have, since 

cos* X + cos' [i + cos' y = I, 
i' + M'+iV'=:A:', 
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and consequendy 

. i M N 

cos A= //r2 Tljt2 TV7^ \ ' ^^^ A*^ // r2 IvT; 7V7!8\ 5 ^^® ''" 



It is to be remarked that each of these expressions admits of two 
values in consequence of the double sign of the radical in the 
denominators^ but as the same sign must be taken in each case^ 
there are only two sets of values for the cosines, corresponding 
to the supplementary values of the angles X, pt, r, made with the 
positive axes of x, y, z by the two portions of the line measured 
in opposite directions from any point in it. It is necessary, to 
make some convention respecting the mode in which the angles 
X, fjL, V are to be measured, and that which is always used is that 
they are the angles made with the axes by that portion of the 
line which makes an acute angle with the positive axis of z. 
This implies that cos v is positive, and therefore that the radical 
has the same sign as N. 

(29) To find the equation to a straight line which passes through 
two given points. 

Let the co-ordinates of the points be ^2^1,^1, z^, x^ yV^y ^^y 
and the assumed equations to the line be 

in which a, /3, y, i. My N are to be determined in terms of 
^\9y\y^\y ^a > ^2 > ^2* -'■^ order that this line may pass through 
one of the given points, as the first, it is sufficient to make 
a-x^y j3 = yi , 7 = ^1 > as a, j3, 7 are the co-ordinates of some 
point through which the line passes. The equations then become 

^ " ^1 _ y - yi ^ ^ - ^1 

L M N ' 

But if the line is to pass through the point {x^ > ya > ^2) these 
quantities must satisfy the preceding 'equations ; therefore 



x^ - X, 



- y2-yi _ ^2-^1 



L M N 

Eliminating i, M, N by dividing the first set of equations by 
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the second, member by member, we have 

X - X, y -y, _ z - s, 

as the reqaired equations. 

(30) Tafind the condition that two straight lines may inter- 
sect, and the position of the point of intersection. 

Since two str'aigbt lines in space are not necessarily in the 
same plane, and since two lines which intersect must be in the 
same plane, some relation must exist between the constants in 
the equations to the lines, in order that they may intersect, and 
the condition must be also that which holds in order that the 
two lines may be in one plane. Let the equations to the lines 



be 



L_-=y^ = l^.. (.). 



.(2), 



I, m, n, t; m', n' being the direction-cosineB of the lines. These 
may be written in the forms 

X = a + lr, y = ^ + mr, z = y + nr (l'), 

X = d ■*■ tr', y = 3' + »»'*^) i! = y + n'r (2'). 

If the lines meet, the co-ordinates x, t/, z of the point of inter- 
section must satisfy the equations to both lines. Hence, x, y, z 
are the same in (l') and (2'} ; therefore subtracting each equation 
of (2') from the corresponding equation of (l'), we have 
a-a +lr -Tt^ = 0,'l 

/3-0' + mr- J»V' = 0,i (3). 

7 - 7' + «r - nV = oJ 

These three equations contain only two variables, r and /, 

— l therefore, in order that they may co-exist, there must be 

le relation between the constants, which is the condition we 

seeking. On eliminating r and r" by cross-multiplication 

t. 22), ijie condition is found to be 

,-m«')(a-«')+(/«'-f«)O-|3')+(fm-/;«')CY-y) = 0-(4> 
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To determine the position of the point of intersection, elimi- 
nate r between each pair of equations (8), which gives 

(?m - Irn'y = m(a - a) - /(jS - jSO, 
{M ■'Tn)f^ = l(y - y) - w (a - a'), 

(m!n - mn') / =» w(j3 - j3') - »i (y - y). 
Squaring and adding these, we haye 

^, (g - aj + Ci3 - (ij + (7 - 77- {^("■^O + ^(/3-/3^) -I- n(y-y')y 

(Fm - /m7 + (In - ?n)' + (m'n - mnj ' 

so that r', the distance of the point of intersection from the point 
(a , /3', 7'), is determined. 

If ^ = — ; = — , the equation of condition (4) is satisfied inde- 

pendently of a, /3, 7, o', j3', 7', but then the value of r' becomes 
infinite, showing that the lines intersect at an infinite distance 
or are parallel, as will be seen in Art. (32). 

If the equations to the straight lines be given under the forms 

X = az -^p, y = bz + q, 
X = dz + jp', y=b'Z'\- q'y 

the con(Ution that they may intersect is 

a — a' b — V X . 

z—D = ' — t; \Vy 

(31) To find the angle between two straight lines the equations 
to which are ^^ ^ y _^ ^_^ 

X — a y ~ i3' Z — y 

ID 'M^^~W' 

By (1 8), if 6 be the angle between the lines, and X, /x, v, X', /m,', v 
be the angles which they maJ^e with the axes, 

cos 6 = cos X cos X' + cos pt cos pt' + cos v cos V. 

Substituting for the cosines their values given by (28), we 

^^^. a LL + MM' + NN' 

cos = 



{V + M' + N^f (L' + M'' + N'^f 
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from which we also obtain 
sin e = {(J^'^ - LMJ -f {LN' - LNJ -h {M'N- MNJ} ^ 

The expression for the cosine admits of two values^ positive and 
negative^ corresponding to the acute and the obtuse angles which 
the two lines make with each other. The value of the sine must^ 
always be taken as positive^ since the angle between the lines 
can never exceed two right angles. 

(32) To find the conditions that two straight lines may be parallel 
or perpendictdar to each other. 

If the two lines be parallel, their direction-cosines must be 
equal ; and as L, My N are proportional to the direction-cosines 
of the one line, and i', M' y N' to those of the other line, these 
quantities must be proportional ; or 

L" M'~ N' 

axe the conditions of parallelism. 

If the lines be perpendicular to each other, the cosine of the 
angle between them must be equal to 0, which, by the last 
article, gives ^^Z' + MM' + NN' = 

as the condition of perpendicularity. 

If instead of L, M, iV, &c. we use the direction-cosines 
/, m, n'y ty m'y n, we may put the condition in either of the forms 

IF 4- mm' + nn' = 0, 

or (Tm - Im'f + (In' - XrCf + (w'n - mrij =1, 

the latter being derived from the expression for sin © in 
Art. (31). 

The Plane. 

(33) To find the equation to a plane. For the purpose of 
investigating the equation to a plane, it may be defined as the 
surface traced out by a straight line which moves in such a 
manner as always to pass through one given straight line and 
to remain parallel to another. The moveable straight line is 
called the generator y and the fixed straight line through which it 
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always passes is called the director* Let the equations to the 
director be ^ _ y_Q -_ 

I m n 

and those to the generator 

lZf' = yzl' = lzj: = / (G). 

I m n 

Since the line (G) remains always parallel to a fixed straight 

line, while it passes through (D), its direction-cosines I', m', n' 

remain constant, while the values of x'y y\ z' vary in such a way 

as to satisfy the equations (D) : this we may denote by putting 

^'9 y'9 ^ for Xy y, zia those equations. We then get 

x' - a = Ir, y' - /3 = mr, z' - y = nr, 
X - x' = ?r', y - y' - ni'r\ z- z' = wV. 
Adding these equations, we have 

x-^a-^lr^Tf" (1), 

y - j3 = mr + m'r' (2), 

z - y = nr -^^ n'r' (3). 

In these equations r depends on the particular point in (D) 
through which (G) passes, and / on the point in (G) which is 
under consideration ; but we wish to find a relation between 
^9 y> ^9 which shall be true for all points of (G^injevery posi- 
tion. Such a relation it is plain we shall obtain by eliminating 
r and r' between equations (1), (2) and (3), since the result being 
independent of r, / (the only quantities which particularize the 
position) must be true for all positions. The elimination is 
readily effected by cross-multiplication, which gives us 

{m'n - mn') (x-a) + (In! - tn) (y - /3) + (Tm - Im') {z-y)=^ 0...(4). 

This is a relation subsisting between the co-ordinates of every 
point of (G) in every position ; in other words it is the equation 
to the plane which has been defined as the locus of (G). 

** It has been usual, following the French fashion, to give these words a feminine 
termination, and to call them "generatrix'' and "directrix;" but as it is not the 
custom of the English language to acknowledge the distinctions of gender in inani- 
mate objects, I have taken the liberty of so far deviating from ordinary practice as to 
use that form which admits of a plural termination in our language; such words as 
Generatrixes and Directrixes being scarcely admissible. 
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(34) We may also adopt a more convenient method for the 
elimination of r and / founded on geometrical considerations. 
Let cos X, cos pt, cos v^ be the direction-cosines of a line perpen- 
dicular to the plane containing, and consequently perpendicular 
tOy both these lines, so that by (32) they satisfy the conditions 

/ cos X + m cos fjt, -^n cos v = 0, 
? cos X + m' cos fA -h n' cos i' = 0. 

Then if we midtiply (I) by cos X, (2) by cos /a, (3) by cos r, 
and add, the second side of the equation disappears in conse- 
quence of the preceding conditions, and there remains 

(x - a) cos X + (y - /3) cos pt + (^r - y) cos v = . . . . (5), 

as the equation to the plane. It may also be written in the form 

X cos X + y cos fA + z cos y = a cos X + j3 cos /x + 7 cos p. 

Now cos X, cos /M, cos V, are the direction-cosines of a line 
perpendicular to the plane, and a, /3, y are the co-ordinates 
of some fixed point in the plane. Hence the second side of the 
equation is the sum of the projections of these co-ordinates on a 
line perpendicular to the plane. But this sum is equal to the 
perpendicular from the origin on the plane, since one extremity 
of the broken Hne a + /3 + 7, being the origin, coincides with 
one extremity of the perpendicular, while the other extremity is 
projected on the perpendicular by a line lying in the plane. 
Hence, calling the perpendicular from the origin 8, we have 

a cos X + /3 cos /x + 7 cos v = 8, 
and X cos X + y cos /x -f « cos v = 8, (6), 

which is one of the most convenient forms of the equation to the 
plane. 

As we shall have frequent occasion to speak of the line which 
is perpendicular to a plane, it will be convenient to have a dis- 
tinct name for it, and we shall call it the normal to the plane, 
while we shall also call the direction-cosines of the line, or 
cos X, cos pt, cos V, the direction-cosines of the plane, since they 
determine the position of the plane as much as that of the line. 

(35) It appears then that the equation to the plane is of the 
first degree in x, y, z, and conversely we may show that the 
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general equation of the first degree can represent nothing but 
a plane. 

The geometrical idea of a plane is that it is such a surface 
that a straight line which passes through any two points in it 
lies wholly in the surface. Now let 

Ax + By+Cz==n (1) 

be the general equation of the first degree, which by Art. (7) 
must represent some surface or other ; and let x^, y^, 2,, x^^ y^ z^, 
be the co-ordinates of two points in the surface, and which there- 
fore satisfy the preceding equation. Then the equations to 
a straight line passing through these two points are, by Art. (29), 

?jifi==yjiyi = iz£i =r (2), 

^a-«, ^2-^1 ^2-^1 

r being J:he length of the line between the point (x, y, z) and ^ 
(^i> yii «i)- Substituting in (j/jfoi x, y, z, their values from (2), (1 i 

we have 

{A (x, -x,)-^B (tf, - y,) + C{z, - z,)} r + Ax, + By, + Cz, = 2>...(3). 

But since (x,, y,, z^ {x^, y^, z^ satisfy the equation (1), we have 

Ax, + By, ^ Cz,^I)^ Ax^ + By^ + (7s,; 

hence equation (3) is satisfied identically, and therefore, what- 
ever be the value of r and therefore of Xy y, Zy these quantities 
satisfy the equation (1). But (a;, y, z) axe the co-ordinates 
of any point in the line (2), consequently every point in the line 
lies in the surface represented by (1), which is therefore a plane. 

(36) If the equation to the plane be given under the general 
form Ax + By + Cz = Dy 

it is easy to determine the geometrical meaning of the constants 
by comparing it with 

X cos A + y cos yu-v z cos V = 8. 

This comparison gives 

-4 = A cos A, -B = A cos /A, C = A cos v, D - kS, 

A B C D 

or ^ = = = ~ . 

cos A cos yu COS V S 

That is, the coefficients of the variables axe proportional to the 



S2 THE PLANE. 

direction-cosines of the normal, and the constant term is propor- 
tional to the perpendicular from the origin on the plane. 

(37) Let ns now discuss the equation to the plane for different 
values of the constants. 

If 2) = 0, the equation is 

Ax + By + Cfe = 0, 

which is satisfied by a: = 0, y = 0, 2f = 0, or the plane passes 
through the origin. 

If -4 = 0, the equation is 

By + Cz = D. 

Now if -4 = 0, cos X = 0, or the normal is perpendicular to 
the axis of Xy and therefore the plane itself is perpendicular to 
the plane of yz. In like manner, if either of the other coefficients 
of the variables vanish, we shall have an equation to a plane 
perpendicular to the co-ordinate plane containing the variables 
remaining in the equation. From this it is easy to see that the 
second form of the equations to the straight line given in (26) is 
equivalent to assigning the equations to two planes perpendicular 
to two of the co-ordinate planes, and so determining the position 
of the line. 

K -B = 0, (7=0, the equation is reduced to 

Ax = Z) or a: = a a constant. 

Since J5 = and C= 0, cos iu, = 0, cos v = 0, or the normal is 
perpendicular to the axis of y and that of z, and therefore to the 
plane containiag them : hence the plane is parallel to the plane 
of yz. In like manner for the other axes we see that y = i 
represents a plane parallel to xz^ and z ^ c one parallel to xy. 

From this it is easy to see that 

a; = 0, y = 0, ;? = 0, 
are the equations to the co-ordinate planes of yZy xzy ay, respec- 
tively. 

(38) If in the general equation of Art. (36) we make one of 
the variables vanish as Zy we obtain the equation to the intersec- 
tion of the plane by the plane of xy. This equation is 

Ax + By = Dy 
showing that the intersection is a straight line. 
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If we make y =^ 0, z= o,we have 

Ax = D, 

as the equation for determining the point at which the plane 
cuts the axis of x. Let p be the distance of this point from the 
origin, then Z> 

^ = 2- 

In like manner if q, r be the corresponding quantities for the 
other axes, D D 

Hence the equation to the plane may be put under the form 

X y z ^ 

- + e. + - =1, 

p q r 

which is often very convenient in practice. 

The quantities p, y, r are called the intercepts on the axes. 

(39) To find the angles which a given plane makes with the 
co-ordinate planes. 

These angles are the same as those which the normal makes 
with the axes. If then the equation to the plane be 

Ax-^ By + Cz^ D, 

the equations to the normal are 

X - a y-)3 z - y 
A B C ' 

since Ay By C are proportional to the direction-cosines of the 
normal. If X, pt, v be the angles which this line makes with the 
axes of Xy y, «, we have 

^ A B C 

which expressions, therefore, determine the angles which the 
plane makes with the co-ordinate planes. 

(40) To find the angle between the straight line and plane y the 
eqtcations to which are 

X — a y ~i3 z - y 
I m n ' 

Ax + By ■¥ Cz - D, 

D 



St 
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By the angle between a line and a plane is nteant the least 
angle which the line makes with any line in the plane ; that is^ 
the angle between the given line and its orthogonal projection 
on the plane. Hence, the given line, its projection, and the 
normal to the plane, lie all in one plane, and the angle between 
the line and its projection is the complement of the angle 
between the straight line and the normal. K this angle be p, 
we have, by Art. (31), 

cos 1^ = Al -^ Bm + C», 
so that if be the required angle, 

sin © = -4/ + Bm + Cn. 

(41) To find the angle between two planes, of which the 
equations are Ax + By ^ Cz ^ D, 

A'z ^By-v C'z = D, 

The angle between two planes is the same as the angle between 
two lines drawn perpendicular to them ; that is, it is equal to the 
angle between their normals. But the direction-cosines of the 
normals being proportional to A, B, C, A', B, C", we have, if 
be the angle between them^ 

^ AA' + BB + Ca 

cos 6r = , 

{A^ + B'+ cj (^^ + ^ + erf 

which expression therefore determines the angle between the 
two planes. 

(42) To find the conditions that two planes may heparaUd or 
perpendicular. 

If the planes be parallel, their normals must also be parallel, 
and therefore, using the equations of the last article, we have, by 
Art. (32), :^ - :?. _ £ 

A~^B~'a' 

as the conditions of parallelism. 

The condition of perpendicularity is at once obtained from 
the value of cos 0, for if the planes be perpendicular to each 
other, is a right angle, cos 0=0, and therefore 

AA' + BJ^ + CC = 0. 
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(43) To find ike equation to a plane which passes through 
three given points. 

Since the equation to the plane contains only Uiree indepen- 
dent constants, the three conditions of making the plane pass 
through the three given points are sufficient for determining the 
constants in the equation ; or, in geometrical language, the 
position of a plane is determined by maJdng it pass through 
three given points. 

Let the co-ordinates of the three points be (^r, ^ y^y z^y 
(^8 i y% 9 ^^9 (^3 > Vz 9 ^^9 and assume the equation of the plane 
^^^ Ax + By^ Cz^D'y 

it is required to find -4, B, (7, 2>, or rather' the ratios of any 
three of them to the fourth in terms of the nine co-ordinates. 
Now if the plane passes through the point (x^ , y^ , z^ those 
quantities must satisfy the equation to the plane, so that we have 
the condition ^^^ ^ Sy, ^Cz.^D; 

similarly Ax^ + By^ + Cz^ = 2>, 

and ^a;3 + %3+C23=2), 

ABC 

from which — , — and — are to be determined. 

, , B C 

Eliminate — and — between these equations by cross-multi- 

A , B C 

plication, so as to find — , similarly for -= and ■= : the common 

denominator of the fractions is 

and the numerators are "^ 

B = x^z^ - x^^ + x^%^ - x^z^ + x^z^ - X^Z^y 
C = x^y^ - xjif, + ;r^3 - xjy^^ xjy, - x,y,. 

The results of Chap. i. Arts. (20) and (21) enable us to assign 
geometrical meanings to these expressions ; for if F' be the 
volume of the tetrahedron, of which the origin is the vertex, 
and the three given points are the other angular points, then 

2> = -6f: 

P2 
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Also if A^, A , A^ he the projections on the co-ordinate 
planes of the triangle, of which the three given points are the 
angular points, 

A''-2A^, £--2A^, C=-%A,; 
hence the equation to the plane may be put under the form 
Ajx 4 Ajif + Aji = 3 F. 

Problems relating to the Straight Line and Plane. 
(44) To find the equativna to the line of intersection of two 
planes. 

Let the equations to the planes be 

h:'+ mg'+ nx'= B 
l-'T A/- *(•>. ^ 
Ix 4 my + nz = ii. 

When these planes intersect, the co-ordinates x, y, z of the points 
of intersection are the same for both, and therefore the two 
equations may be taken as simultaneous, and combined accord- 
ingly. Eliminating then, first y and then x, we have 

(Jm - foi') X = (jtj'm - mn') s + mS" - m'8, 

{tm - M) y = {In" -Vn)z + VB- IS. 
These equations being of theform(3) of Art. (26), shew that the 
line of intersection is a straight line. If we wish to put the 
equations under the symmetrical form, let 

m'n - mn' = A, In' - Tn = i^, I'm - Im' = r. 
Then elitainating z between the last two equations, we find 

1 (« + -^_ in - l«)] - i (j- + ft {m'S - mS)] 



y of the formulte. 

B pass through the origin, S = 0, S' " o, and the 

ir line of intersection become simply 

mn' - m'n in - In' Im' - ?m ' 
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(45) To find the conditions that a straight line may he perpen- 
dicular to a plane* 

Let the equation to the plane be 

and the equations to the line 

X- a _ y-j3 _ » -7 

"T WIT' 

Since the line is perpendicular to the plane it must be pamllel 
to the normal of the plane ; but the direction-c6sines of! the 
normal are proportional to A, -5, C, and therefore, by Art. (32), 

L M N 

are the conditions of perpendicularity. Hence the equations to 
a line perpendicular to the plane and passing through (a, /3,7) are 

X -a _ y-(i _^z-y 

(46) To find the condition that a straight line may he parallel 
to a plane. 

Take the same equations as in the last article ; then, since the 
line is parallel to the plane, it must be perpendicular to the 
normal to the plane ; wherefore, by Art. (32), 

AL + BM+ CN=0 

is the condition of parallelism. 

(47) To find the conditions that a given straight line may lie 
in a given plane. 

Since every point in the line lies in the plane, the co-ordinates 
a, /3, 7 must satisfy the equation to the plane, so that one con- 
dition is Aa + B^+ Cy ==D. 

But a line which lies in a plane must be perpendicular to the 
normal ; this gives, as the other condition, 

AL^BM+ CN=0. 

(48) To find the length of the perpendicular drawn from a 
given point, on a plane, the equation to which is given. 

Let x', y , z' be the co-ordinates of the point, and 

Ax^ By + Cz=^ D (1), 
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the equation to the plane. The equations to a line perpendicu- 
lar to the plane and passing through {x\ y', ;!) are 

A ^ B C ^ ^' 

Each of these ratios is, by the Theorem I. of Chap, i., equal to 

, . (A' + S'+Cf 

and also to 

Aix--af) + B(y -_yO + C(z - zf) 

AUff^& 

Now if (x,i/,z) be the point where (2) meets (1), the nume- 
rator of the former of these is the perpendicular distance of the 
point firom the plane. Let this be S ; then, as (x, y, z) is a point 
: in the plane, we have, by (1), 

\ Ax + By^ Cz= Dy 

^and consequently 

^ D^iAx' + B^'i-Cz') 

\ o = . 

(^^ + ^ + crj 

{ the numerator be negative we must then take the denomina- 
tor with the negative sign, since the value of S is absolute, and 
must therefore be considered as positive, 

(49) To find the length of the perpendicular from a given 
point on a given straight line. 

Let the co-ordinates of the given point be a;', y', z'y and the 
equations to the given line 

a?-a ^ y-P ^ z- y ^ ^ 
I m n ' 

Assume the equation to the line perpendicular to it and passing 
through (Xy y'y s!) to be 

x-x'_^y-y'^z-z , 
t rn! ri 

Then if these lines intersect in the point (^p, y, «), r' is the 
length of the perpendicular required. Now, elitiinating a?, y, z 
between the corresponding pairs of equations, we have 

x' - a = lr - Tr\ y' - (i = mr - m'r', z - y = nr - n'r'. 



1 
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Squaring and adding^ and obserring that, since the lines are 
perpendicular to each other, 

U + mrri + nn' = 0, 
we have (sif - af + (y' -. /3/ + (;?'- 7)* « r^ + r^ 

Again, multiply by /, m, n, and add, then 

l(x' - a) + m(j/ - /3) + wC;?* - 7) = r ; 
consequently we have 

which determines r', the length of the perpendicular. 

(50) To find the perpendicular distance between two straight ^ // 
lines not in the same phme. 

Let the equations to the lines be 

lli? ^ VzA = iZJ '. (1), 

/ m n 

—tT- = -rr- = — T~ v.-^;- 

i m n 

Through (1) draw a plane parallel to (2), and another through 
(2) parallel to (1). These planes will then be parallel to each 
other and at right angles to the perpendicular distance between 
the two lines. Their equations, therefore, will be of the forms 

(a; - a) X + (y - /3) /x +(2 - 7) y = (3), 

(a: - aOX + (y - i30f^ + (^ - 7') '^ = (4), 

the constants A, yt., v being determined by the equations of con- 
dition, ^ ^ . ^ 

l\ + m/A + wi' = (5), 

t\ + niiA.^-riv = (6), 

A»4-po'+v'=l (7), 

the last equation implying that we assume the constants to be 
the direction-cosines of the plane. To determine their actual 
values we proceed as follows : eliminate v between (5) and (6), 
when we obtain 

Qri - IrC) A + {mi - rdri) /a= ; 

whence = ^ «_^_^_— ^ 

mn' - m'n I'n - In' Ini - Tm 

by the symmetiy of the formulae. 
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Assume each of these expressions equal to u, aad substiflBi 
the values of A, ^, v in (7), we then obtain 

m" {(mn' - m'nf + (tn - inj + (Im' - Fmf] = 1. 
Now, by Art. (22), the mxiltiplier of m' is equal to the sqaare of 
the Bine of the angle contained by the lines whose direction- 
cosines are /, m, n, I, ml, »', that is, by the given lines. Let 
this angle be 0, then we have i* sin 6 = ± 1, and therefore 

^ mn' - m'n In - In' Im' - I'm 

A = ± — : — s — • f*-° ±—- — a~ J »■ ■= ± — ■■ — fl- ■ 
Bin sm V sin 

These conBtants being thus determined, it is easy to find the 
perpendicular distance required, for it is evidently equal to the 
difference of the perpendiculars from the origin on the planes 
(3) and (4). That difference is 

■>. ( (a - .■) A + «3 —ft ;. + (r - y) .,": 

so that if S be the required distance 

S -* ,i„-j , 

(51) To find the shortest distance between two straight lines. 
Let the equationB to the lines be 

ar-a y-f3 z--y _^ 
I m n ' 

. f m' n' ' 

j If S be the distance between any two points in the lines 

j 8- - (I - »■)• + (j, - y-f + (i - if, 

which is to be a minimum. Now x, y, z are functions of r, and 

,'■ a/, y", z of i', and r and / are independent; therefore, making 

y the differential of S equal to 0, we have two equations 

{x -x')dx + (y- t/') dy + (z - sf) dz = 0, 

(x~x')d^ + (!f - y') d'j/ + {z - z') dz' = 0. 

■" ■ ' ,m the equations to the lines 

dx _dy dz daf dy' dd 

I m n f »»' »' ' 

eliminating the differentials by dividing each term of the 
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former equations by the corresponding member of the latter, we 

l (x - x') + m' {y - y') ^-ri {z - z) = 0. 
Now if X, /Lc, V be the direction-cosines of the line 8, 

X - q! - A8, y -y' = fiS, z - si = v8, 

and the preceding equations become 

Tk + mil + wv =3 0, 

l'\ + m'li + n'v =s 0. 

These conditions show that the least distance is perpendicular 
to both the given lines, and hence its length is given by the 
solution of the problem in the last article. 

(52) To find the equations to the straight line which cuts at 
right angles two given straight lines. 
Let the equations to the given lines be 

^~q ^ y-/3 ^ z-y 

I m n 

i^""^r"""v~ ^^^' 

and assume the required equations to be 

(3). 



x-x _y -y __ g- g 



The values of X, /te, v are evidently the same as those found in 
Art. (50), and we have only to determine x',y\z' ; now these 
being the co-ordinates of an arbitrary point in the line, we may 
assume that point to be the intersection of (1) aud (3), so that 
these quantities must satisfy the equation (1), or 

x'^a y'-Q z'-y .. 

— =— = - — - = = r, suppose (4). 

I m n \ 

The condition that (2) and (3) should intersect, is 
(ic'-a')(wV-mV)t^(y'-/3')(?^-n'X)+(^'-y)(^'^-^M) = 0; 
and, 3s x' -a = x' -a-(a' " a), and similarly for the other quan- 
tities, this equation may be written 

(x' - a) (n'fA - m'y) + (y' - j3)(Z'v - nX) + (z' - 7) (m'X - Z» = 
(a' - a) (n> - m'v) + 03' - 0)(/V ~ n'X) + (y' - 7) (m'X - Ifi) ... (6). 
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Substitute in (5) for (^ - o), (y" - p), (/ - y), their Tallies derived 
from (4), so as to obtain an equation in r, whicb gives 
^ ^ (g' - g) (»^ - m-y) + (g' - J3) (Fr - »\) + jy' - y) (m'\ - f „) 
/(nV - «i'»-) +»»(/'»■- n'X) + B(m'\ - //*) ' 

Tbe value of r being tbus found, tbose of sf, \f, s! are known 
from equations (4), and thus the line is completely determined. 
If we substitute for X, ft, v their values, and reduce by means of 
tbe conditions 

/" + ot' + «' = 1, C + mm' + nn' = cos $, 
where is the angle between the lines (1) and (2), we obtain 
(,a'-aXl-Pcme) + (fi'-p)(m~m'cQ6ff)+(y'-y)(}t-nco89) 
sin' 6 

Oblique Co-ordimUei. 
(53) The equations to a straight line when referred to oblique 
co-ordinates are in the same form as when the co-ordinates are 
rectangular ;viz. j. _ ^ y_^ ^_^ 
I m n ' 

where however I, m, n no loiter signify the direction-cosines of 
the liaeB, but the ratios of the projections on the axes of any 
portion of tiie line to that portion, the projections being made by 
planes parallel to the co-ordinate planes. For if r be any portion 
of the line between the points(a;, y,2)(a, /3, y) its projections are 

Ir, mr, nr; 
but these projections are also 

x-a, y - /3, z-y, 
whence, equating these values, we obtain 

I m n 

ns of a straight hue passing through two given 
^) (^1 ' ^1 > ^i) ^^ ^^ same in form as for rectai^ular 
^hat ia, they are 

lantities /, m, n are not independent, but are con- 
equation of condition which may be found as 
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follows. The distance of the point (Xy y, z) from (o, /3, 7) is, by- 
Chap. I. Art. (15), given by the formula 

where ay by c are the cosines of the angles between the axes of 
yzy xzy xy. But from the equation to the line, we haye 

I m n ^ 

and hence eliminating a? - a, y - /3, « - 7, we find 
1 = ? + m'* 4- n^ + 2amn + 2hln + 2c/m, 
as the equation connecting /, wi, «. When the co-ordinates are 
rectangular, a = 0, i = 0, c = 0, and the condition is reduced to 

1 = ;* + m* + n*y 
as it manifestly ought to be. 

(55) To find the angle between two linesy the eqtmtions to 
which are 

X - a y-j3 ^-7. a:-a'_y-/3' z - y 

/ m w F m' n' 

Through the origin draw two lines parallel to the given lines, 
so that their equations are 

^_y_^_ aj_y ^„v 

Now if be the angle between the lines, 8 the distance be- 
tween the extremities of r and r', 

S' = r^-2rr' cosO + r'^; 

but (a;, y, z)(xfy y', z') being the co-ordinates of the extremities of 
8, we have also 

S' ^(x - xj + :y - yy + (z ^ zy ^ 2a(y - y') (z ^ s^) 

-\- 2b(x- x) (z " 2^) + 2c(x - a^) (y - y'), 
= i^-¥r^-2{xx' -{-yy-^zz' ^a(yz' ■\-y'z)-\-b(xz' + x'z)-^c(xy -^-xy)}* 

Equating these two values of S*, and eliminating Xy y, Zy x'y y', z' 
by means of the equations to the lines, and then dividing by r/, 
we find 
cos 6 = Z? + mm' + nri + a{jnri + nin) + bi^ri + 7w) + c (Jm' + ?w) ; 

by which the angle is determined. 
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IfKth^^ ^^ ^'^^'BB wiufch the line 

"• — ^ ~ » 

maJke* with the axe«. their mar be detemdned by the finrnoli 
jui^ Cound. For let the second line oonicide with die axis of x, 
then / « 1^ m - 0^ n' « 0, and = X, so that 

000 X^l -^bn ^cm. 
Simihu'l J cos pt « nt -f an + of, 

cos r - n + am + U. 
l( we multiply these equations by l', m\ n lespectiTely, and 
add^ we find 

cosOsfcosX + in'cosff + noosy 
identical in fonn with the equation in rectangular co-ordinates, 
though the quantities involved have not the same meanings. 

Tlie condition that the two lines may be perpendicular to each 
other in evidently 

I cos X + w' cos ^ + n cos ^ = ; 
or IP + rrmi + nri + a{mri + nCn) + i(/n' + In) + cijm + Xm) = ; 
and the conditions that they may be parallel are 

I -¥ bn + cm m-^an + cl^^n-^ am + bl 
t + bri -f cni ml + an + cV «' + ami + bt ' 

(56) The equation to the plane when referred to oblique co- 
ordinates must evidently be of the same form as for rectangular 

co-ordinates, viz. 

Ax ■¥ By -^^ Cz = Dy 

since the equations to the straight lines, from which it is derived, 
are of the same form in both cases. 
If the equation be in the form 

^ + ?^ + "--l, 
p q r 

P} q% ^ wo the intercepts of the axes, exactly as with rectangxdar 
co-ordinates. 

(07) Tojind the conditions that the straight line 

%^-'- (1) 

I m n 
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may be perpendicular to the plane 

Ax^By+ Cz= D (2). 

If the straight line be perpendicular to the plane, it must be 
perpendicular to every straight line in the plane. Let the equa- 
tions to any one of them be 

then t, wiy n' must satisfy the equation 

Al' + Bni -^ Cn^O (4), 

since the line lies wholly in the plane. But the condition that 
the line (1) should be perpendicular to (3) is, by Art. (55), 

U + mni -{-nn* + a (mrl + nin) + b Qri + Xri) + c (Im' + Tm) = ...(5). 

The equation (5) is to subsist for all values of ?, m', n' which 

satisfy the condition (4) ; therefore if we were to eliminate one of 

them as n\ we should have an equation involving the other two 

V and mfy and as these are independent, their coefficients must 

separately vanish. But it is more convenient to use the method 

of indeterminate multipliers. Multiply then (4) by a quantity A, 

and subtract from it (5) ; then, if we assume as the condition for 

determining k that the coefficient of V shall vanish, we have 

kA = I -\- cm + bn ; 

and as m', n' are independent, their coefficients must vanish 

separately: hence 

kB = cl + m + an, 

kC^ bl-\- am + n, 

which are the three required conditions. The quantity k is 
easily determined ; for if we multiply by /, m, n, and add, we 
find, by the condition of Art. (54), 

k (Al + Bm + On) =1, or A = -— — ;^ . 

Al + Bm + Cn 

(68) Oblique co-ordinates may be conveniendy used for 
demonstrating various properties of the tetrahedron. 

1st, The straight line joining the middle points of opposite 
edges all pass through one point. Take O (fig. 12) one of the 
summits as origin, and the three contiguous edges OAy OB, OC 
as the axes of x, y, z. Then if P be the middle point of AB 
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and Q of OCy PQ is one of the lines which we have to consider. 
The general equations to a line passing through two points are 

Let OA = 2a, OB = 2b, OC = 2c; then the co-ordinates of 
Q{x^, y^, z^ are 0, 0, c, and those of P(a?,, y^, z^ are a, 5, ; so 
that the equations to PQ are 

X V z - c 



_y 



a b - c 

In like manner the equations to the line joining the middle 
points of OB and A C are 

X ^y -b _z 

a - 5 c ' 

and those of that joining the middle points of OA and BC are 



X -a 



^" T^ ""^ "■" • 



- a be 

Combining the first and second equations^ we find 

a b c 

2' ^ 2' 2' 

values which also satisfy the third equations ; consequently all 
three lines pass through the point of which these are the co- 
ordinates. 

2nd, If through three conterminous edges planes be drawn 
bisecting the opposite edges, they will intersect each other in 
the same straight line. The figure being the same as before, 
and the edges at O being taken as those through which the 
planes are to pass, the equation to the plane passing through 
OC and bisecting AB is 

--1=0. 

a 

Similarly the other two equations are 

z X ^ 
- - - = 0, 
c a 

\ ^ 0, 

o c 
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and it is easily seen that these are satisfied by the relations 

a be' 

which are therefore the equations to one straight line in which 
the three planes intersect. 

3rd, The six planes which pass through the six edges of the 
tetrahedron and bisect the opposite edges, all pass through one 
point. 

Three of these planes are those which have been considered 
in the last problem, and it is obvious that their equations are 
satisfied by the co-ordinates of the point found in the first 
problem, viz. a b c 

2 ^ 2 2 

But that point is, by construction, sjrmmetrical with respect to 
the tetrahedron, and therefore the three planes which pass 
through the edges terminated at A, will also pass through it, 
and hence that point is common to all the six planes. 

The point in question is the centre of gravity of the solid. 
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TBANSFORMATION OF CO-ORDINATES. 

As the origin and direction of the axes to which the position of 
a point in space is referred are quite arbitrary, and as the 
simplicity of our expressions may be very much affected by the 
choice which we make of these, we proceed to establish formulae 
for changing one system of co-ordinates to another. 

(59) To change the origin of co-ordinates , the axes remaining 
parallel to their original position. 

Let (fig. 1 3) be the origin of the old axes Ox, Oy, Oz ; 

0' the origin of the new axes C/x, C/i/, Oz', parallel to the 

former. Let the co-ordinates of C referred to the old axes be 

OQ = a, QIt = /3, OB = y. 

Let P be any point in space, and let its co-ordinates referred to 

the old axes be 

OM=x, MN^y, PN=z, 

and those referred to the new axes 

aM'=^x\ MN^y'y PN'^zf. 
Then, a^ OM=^OQ+ QM= OQ + OM', 

MN= QR + LN^ QR + M'N', 
PN= NN' + PN' = OR + PN\ 
we have x- a-ir x, y = /3 + y', 2^ = 7 + 2?'.... (1), 

as the expressions for the old co-ordinates in terms of the new. 
These being substituted in any function of the variables x, y, z, 
give a result involving a;', y, z, and therefore referred to the 
new co-ordinates. 

In the figure O' has been assumed to lie within the positive 
axes of the old system, and P within those of the new. But if 
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either chance to lie in the direction of any negative axis, 
the formula is easily adapted to such a case by a change of sign. 
Thus, if 0" be the new origin, 

0M= MQ - OQ = MO' - OQ, 

or X-X - a. 

In like manner, if P lie towards the negative axis of y', 

y = /3 - y ; 

and so forth. Hence, the formulae (1) are true for all cases if 
we attach to the quantities involved their proper signs depend- 
ing on their positions relative to the origins. These formula 
hold equally for rectangular and oblique co-ordinates. 

(60) To pass from a rectangular system to any other , the origin 
remaining tM same. 

Let Oxy Oy^ Oz (fig. 14) be the old axes at right angles to 
each other, Oxy Oy'y Oz the new axes inclined to each other at 
any angle, OM=x, MN^y^ NP ^ z, 

OM'^x'y M'N'^yy ]SrP=z:. 

Project the broken line a;* + y + «' on the axis Ox, by drawing 
from M'y N'y P perpendiculars to that line ; the last one PM 
falls at the extremity of the abscissa x. Hence the line OM or 
X is equal to the sum of the projections of x'y y', and /. Let 
o, hy c be the cosines of the angles which the new axes make 
with the axis Ox; then, by the theory of projections, 

X = ax ■¥ by' + czf. 

We have here assumed that a, 5, c are the cosines of the 
angles which the positive new axes make with the positive old 
axis of Xy and that in the figure each of the axes makes an acute 
angle with Ox. But if, as in fig. (15), one of the new axes, as 
Oz\ makes an obtuse angle with Oxy we shall have 

0M= Oni ^m'rJ - Mriy 
or X - ax + by' - cz'y 

which is equivalent to the previous formula, as c would in this 
case become negative, as it is the cosine of an angle greater 
than a right angle. 

E 
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If one of the new co-ordinates, as Jy fall on the other side of 
the origin, the term involving it would be subtracted from the 
others ; and hence in this case also the original formula would 
apply by reckoning a/ as negative. Therefore in all cases 
we have a: = or' + iy' + c«', ] 

and similarly, y = aV + Vy + cV, \ * • • (2)> 

z - ax -^hy +cz, J 

where a', h\ c are the cosines of the angles which the new axes 
make with the old axis of y, and a\ b\ c of those which they 
make with the old axis of z. These nine quantities are con- 
nected by certain conditions : for since Ox is a line, of which 
the direction-cosines are a, a', a", we have, by Art. (16), 

a^^a^ + d^^ 1, 1 

similarly, ^ + i" + J" = 1, [ (3). 

and c» + c" + c^ = 1. J 

(61) To pass from one system of rectangular co-ordinates to 
another also rectangular. 

The formulae in this case are the same as those in the last 
article, with the addition of the conditions expressing the per- 
pendicularity of the new axes. These conditions are evidently, 

by Art. (32), 

ah + dV + dV = 0, 1 

ac + aV + oV = 0, [ (4> 

he + iV + JV = 0. J 

Since between the nine quantities there axe six equations of 
conditions, there are only three of the quantities a, i, c, &c. 
independent. 

(62) There is another set of conditions eqidvalent to the 
preceding, which may be deduced from the consideration that 
the new axes being rectangular, any one of the old axes bears to 
the new system the same relation as the corresponding one of 
the new system bears to the old one, and therefore we must have 

a'^ + J'« + c''=l[ (5), 

d'^^r^c'^^v * 
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ad + W + cd = 01 



(6). 



cui' + W + cc = 
aa -{■ 00 + cc == OJ 

These conditions are not different from the former, as the one 
may be deduced from the other by the relation 

2 2 2 f2 '2/2 

X -i- y + z = X -¥ y -{■ z , 

(63) We may also express of, y\ z in terms of x^y^z; for, 
multiply equations (2) by a, a', a respectively, and add ; then, 
attending to the conditions (3) and (4), 

x' = ax •¥ ay + dzA 

similarly y' = 5a: + b'y -\- b"z r (7). 

and z =^ ex + c'y + cZyJ 

(64) Besides these there are some other very remarkable 
relations between the quantities a, i, c, &c., first given by 
Lagrange, Mec. Anal. vol. ii. p. 217. 

Eliminate y' and z from equations (2) by cross-multiplication ,• 
we then obtain 

kx = (Vc - h'd) X + (¥c - be) y + {be - b'c) z, 
where A = o (b'c' - h'd) + a' {b'c - be") + a" {bd - he). 

Comparing this with the first of equations (7), we have 

b'd-'b'd , he -be .. bd --Vc 

On substituting these values in the first of the conditions (3), we 
find i* = (J'c" - iV)' + Q>'c - hcj + (be' - b'cy 

= (*' + i" + 5'") (c' + c" + c"») sin' $, 

by Theorem III. Art. (22) ; where 6 is the angle between the 
lines whose direction-cosines are h, V, b", c, c', c" ; but that 
angle is a right angle, and therefore sin - 1 ; hence ^ = 1, 
and therefore A = ± 1 ; hence 

o = ± (i'c" - iV), o' = ± {b'c - 5c"), o" = ± (Jc' - J'c)^ 
similarly 

J = + (aV - a'c"), i' = ± (ac" - a"c), J" = ± (a'c - ad) 

c = ± (a'i" - i V), vj' = ± (a"A - a5"), c" = ± (ai' - a'J^ 

E 2 



• • t 



. . (8). 
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(65) Efuler^s formulcB for transforming from one system of 
reetangtdar co-ordinates to another. 

The preceding symmetrical txansformation involves nine 
quantities connected by six equations of condition, so that there 
are only three independent quantities. Hence, it ought to be 
possible to effect the transformation by means of three quantities 
only. The three which Euler has chosen for the purpose axe — 
the angle which the trace of the new plane of xy on the old 
plane of xy makes with the old axis of a?, the angle which the 
trace maies with the new axis of x, and the inclination of the 
two planes of xy^ that is, the angle between the old and new 
axis of;;. 

Let Ox, Oy, Oz (fig. 16) be the old axes, Ox\ Oy\ 0£ the 
new axes ; Ox^ the trace of the plane of x'y' on that of xy ; then 
the position of the new axes with respect to the old is known if 
we know the angles 

xOx^ = ift, x'Ox^ = ypy zOs^ = 0. 

The required formulae may be most readily proved by successive 
transformations, each in one plane only. Thus, keeping the 
axis of z unaltered, let us turn the axes of x and y in their own 
plane till Ox coincides with Ox^ , so that the new rectangular 
system consists of Ox^, Oz, and an axis Oy^ perpendicular to 
them. Let x^y y^, zhe the co-ordinates of a point referred to the 
new axes ; then, since the axis of x^ makes an angle ip with the 

*^^^ ^^^9 X = x^ cos 0-^1 sin ^, 

y =» a:^ sin + y^ cos 0. 

Again, the axis Ox^ remaining fixed, turn the axes Oz and Oy^ 
through an angle in their own plane ; then if Oxf, Oy^ be the 
new axes, e = iif cos - y^sm 0, 

y^ = z sin + y^ cos 0. 

Lastly, the axis Osf remaining fixed, turn the axes Ox^ , Oy^ in 
their own plane through an angle i//, so that they take the posi- 
tions Ox\ Oy' ; then 

x^ = of cos 4^ - y' sin ipy 

y^ = X sin \p + y' cos \p. 
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By means of the last three equations we can eliminate x^, ^j, y^ 
from the first three, and we find 

X - af (cos ^ cos \p - sin. <p sin iff cos 0)"* 

- y' (cos sin ;/; + sin cos \p cos 0) 

- ^ sin sin 
y = a;' (sin cos ^ + cos sin "^ cos 0) y (9), 

- y (sin sin ^ - cos cos "^ cos 6) 

- 2;' cos sin 
« =;2j'cos0-ir'sin0sin;// -y'sinOcos 0, 

which are the required formulae of transformation. These ex- 
pressions are essentially unsymmetrical, and they are so cumbrous 
that it is always desirable to avoid using them if other means 
for effecting the required transformation can be found. We 
shall never employ them, and they are introduced here only 
because a knowledge of them is assumed in some parts of 
Dynamics. 

(66) To pass from one system of oblique co-ordinates to 
another also oblique. 

This is best done by the aid of orthogonal projections ; but 
instead of using separate letters to designate the cosines of the 
various angles, we shall represent the angle between two lines, 

such as the axes of x and of y, by the symbol x, y, and similarly 
for the others. Let the co-ordinates of a point in space be, 

when referred to the old axes, x, y, Zy 

when referred to the new axes, x\ y , xf. 
At the origin O draw a normal to the plane of {x, y) in the direction 
of the positive axis of Zy and designate the normal by the letter 
n. Project on this normal the broken line x + y ■{■ Zy terminated 
by the origin and the point. The projections of x and y are 
evidently zero, and there remains 

A 

z COS n, z. 
Again, project the broken line a! + y* -^ £ on the same line : this 

srives us / ^ 1 , ^ • _/ '^_/ 

° X co^nyX -^ y cos w, y + 2^ cos w, z , 

which must be equal to the preceding projection, as the ex- 
tremities of the two broken lines are the same : hence 
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A A A ^ ^ A ,\ 

z COS nyZ ^ x' COS n^x' + y' cos »,y + z cos w,2 
In like manner we can find 

A A A , A (10)* 

y cos riyy ^x' cos n', a:' 4 y' cos n^y' ■'tz cos «', «' 

.A !^ A >,^ , 

X cos n yZ =^ x' cosn\x' + y' cos n yj/ -^-z' cosn,z 

ri and n* being normals to the planes of xz and yz respectively. 
These formulae were first given by Fran9ais9 Jour. Polytechnique, 
(cap. XIV.) ; although elegant they are of little practical utility. 

(67) It is to be remarked that the transformation of co-ordi- 
nates can never aSect the degree of the equation ; that is^ it can 
never increase or diminish the greatest sum of the indices of the 
variables. In the first place it cannot increase it, for if AsTy^sf 
be any tenn in the equation, its order being m + n +j», and we 
have in changing co-ordinates to substitute for x, y, z, expres- 
sions of the form 

ax' + by' -\- cz' + d, 

so that the term becomes 

A (ax' + by' + cz' + d^ (a'x' + b'yf + cV + dy (a V + b"y' + c"z' + dj. 
The highest power in this has for its index m + n -hp, the same 
as before ; hence no term can, by changing co-ordinates, intro- 
duce a term of a higher degree, and consequently the degree of 
the equation cannot be raised. 

Neither in the second place can it be lowered, for if so, it 
would be impossible, by what we have just shewn, to bring back 
the equation to its primitive form by any change of co-ordinates. 

(68) It was shown in Art. (10) how we could determine the 
curve of intersection of a surface with any one of the co-ordinate 
planes, or with a plane parallel to one of them. But when the 
position of the plane is general, the determination is not so 
simple ; for if we combine the equation to a surface 

/(aJ> yy «) - 0, 
with that to a plane which cuts it, 

Ax + By+Cz = D, 
so as to eliminate one of the variables as z, we obtain an 
equation ^ (^^ y) = 0, 
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« 

which is, not the equation to the curve of intersection, but 
that to its projection on the plane of (Xy y). In order, therefore, 
to determine absolutely the curve of intersection, we must 
change the direction of co-ordinates until one of the co-ordinate 
planes, as (x, y), is parallel to the cutting plane. For this purpose 
we must know the inclination of the cutting plane to one of the 
co-ordinate planes, and the angle which its trace on that plane 
makes with one of the axes in that plane. 

Now if fl be the inclination of the cutting plane to the plane 
of (xy y), we have, by Art. (39), 

cos tf = , 

and if be the angle which the trace of the cutting plane on 
the plane of (x^ y) makes with the axis of x, we have 

-A 



tan = 



B 



. . -A B 

whence sm = , cos ^ = 



{A^ + E^f (A' + fff 

If the cutting plane do not pass through the origin, we can always 
make it do so by transferring the axes parallel to themselves. 
Supposing this to be done, let OABO (fig. 17) be the cutting 
plane, OC its trace on the plane o{(x, y), and COx = 0. Take 00 
as the new axis of x, and a line Oy' perpendicular to it in the 
plane OABO as the new axis of y', while the new axis of z' is 
perpendicular to both Ox and Oy\ Since, after transforming 
the co-ordinates to a:', y', 2*, we have to make z* = to obtain the 
intersection of the surface by the plane of (x', y'), or the cutting 
plane, we may limit ourselves to the consideration of those points 
alone for which z' = 0, that is, for those which lie in the plane 
OABO. Let P be such a point, draw PiV, NM parallel to Oz 
and Oy, and PM' perpendicular to Ox*; then if we join NM' 
that line is perpendicular to Ox', since Ox' is perpendicular to 
the plane PJUfN, and therefore to every line in it. Let 

OM=^x, MN=y, NP^z, 
OM* = of, M'P = y. 
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Alto PM'N is the inclinaticMi of the cutting pbme to the phine 
of (Zfy), and is therefore represented by 9. Now if we project 
the broken line OJtfN on the line Oz, we have 

Oif » Oif cos ^ + JTiV^ sin f, 
and projecting the same line on Oy, we haye 

MN^ OJf sin ^ - ifNcm ^. 
Also M'N^PM' co%e, PN'PM'mie, 

therefore z ^af cos ^ + y' sin ^ cos 01 

y ^ z sin. ^ - f/ cos ^ cos Or ..•.••• • (11). 
2 « ^ sin 0. J 

These values being substituted in the equation to the surfsice 

/(^,y,«) = o, 

will give an equation fr^/ yf\ ^ q . 

which is the equation to the curve of intersection of the surface 
and plane. 

If the cutting plane be perpendicular to the plane of (z,y\ 
the preceding expressions are reduced to 

2t » 2^ cos (^f y a y' sin 0^ z = y\ 
As this transformation of coordinates is generally a long and 
troublesome operation^ it is advisable to endeavour to avoid it 
by having recourse to different methods suited to the problem 
under consideration. 

(69) If the degree of the surface he n, the degree of the curve 
of intersection cannot be greater than n. 

The equation of the curve of intersection is, as we have seen, 
found by transforming the co-ordinates till the new plane of 
(^'i yO is parallel to the cutting plane, and then making z = 0. 
Now, by Art. (67), the degree of the equation to the surface 
cannot bo altered by the transformation of co-ordinates, and 
hence the now equation in z', y\ z' must be of the order w. It 
is clear, then, that the order of this equation cannot be increased 
by making x' - 0, and therefore the curve of intersection cannot 
bo of a degree greater than n. It may however be less, if it 
should happen that the vanishing of ^ should cause all the 
powers of the n*** degree to disappear. 
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(70) Polar co'-ordinates. In the applications of analysis to 
Mechanics and in the Integral Calcnlus, polar co-ordinates in 
space are sometimes found to be nseftil. The co-ordinates 
chosen are, usually, the distance of a point from a fixed point 
or origin, the angle which this distance makes with a fixed axis, 
and the angle which its projection on a plane perpendicular to 
the axis makes with a fixed line in the plane. To shew how we 
may transform from rectangular co-ordinates to these polar co- 
ordinates, let Oxy OyyOz (fig. 18) be the rectangular axes, O the 
pole of the polar co-ordinates, of which the co-ordinates are 

OA^a, AO^^p, Ofi'^y. 
Let P be any point, its co-ordinates being a:, y, z. Then if we 
take the axis of 2 as the fixed axis for the polar co-ordinates, 
and the axis of a; as the fixed line in the plane perpendicular to 
it, the polar co-ordinates of P are OP = r, the angle between 
OP and Oz = 0, and the angle between 0,iV and Ox = 0. 
Hence, from the geometry of the figure, since 0^N= r sin 0, 
x = a + rBia0 cos ^, y = /3 + r sin 6 sin 0, z = y-{-rcosO. .(12) 
which are the required formulae of transformation. 



CHAPTER IV. 



REDTJCnON OF THE 6BKERAL XQUATIOB OF THE SRCOin) DEOKES. 

(71) In a previous chapter we found that the ^neral equa- 
tion of the first degree represents only one kind of surface — the 
plane : our next step ia to investigate irhat kinds of sur&ces are 
represented by the general equation of the second degree. The 
form of this, when complete in all in its terms, may be written as 
Ax'+A'y'+A'£'-t2Bt/^2ffxz+2S'xy+2ai;+2Ct/+2Cz+E=0 ... (1), 
where some of the coefficients are multiplied by 2, for the con- 
venience of future operations. 

Since this equation contains ten terms, it is highly desirable, 

before discussing its geometrical interpretation, to consider 

whether it may be simplified without destroying its generality. 

The transformatioD of co-ordinates gives us the means of trying 

proceed to show^ that we can always, by changing 

of the co-ordinate axes without alterii^ the origin, 

important simplification ; and that, by changing the 

t the direction, we obtain conditions by which we 

B those forms of the equation which offer distinctive 

a flieir geometrical interpretation. 

; first place, we may put (1) in the shape 

W,4 M, + M,- (2); 

homogeneous function of the second degree, u^ of 
;e, and w„ a constant. Now if we substitute in this 
at functions, such as we find in the expressions 
the direction of the co-ordinates, the origin being 
3 different terms in (2) must alter independently 
.er, and we may therefore consider them separately. 
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Taking then the term u^ alone, we shall show that it may always 
by transformation of co-ordinates be deprived of the terms in- 
volving the products of the variables. For this purpose it may 
be put under the form 

u^=(Ax+B"y + B'z)x-^(B"x + A'y-^Bz)y+(B'x+By-¥A"z)z ... (3). 

Now the formulae for changing the direction of the co-ordinate 
axes without altering the origin are, by Art. (60), 

x = ax^-\- a'y^ + dz^y 
y=bx^ + Vy^ + V'z^, 
z^ cx^-\- c'y^ + cz^y 
the quantities a, J, c &c. being subject to the conditions (3) and 
(4) of the last chapter. Substituting these values in (3), it takes 
the form 

u^ = {Lx^ + L'y^ + L'z^ (ax^ + a'y^ + a"z^ + \ 

+ (Mx, + M'y^ + M:z^ (bx, + b'y, + b\) A (4) ; 

+ (iVij + N'y^ -f iV'^i) (cx^ + c'y^ + cz^) J 
where for shortness we have put 

L = Aa + B'b + B'cy 

M= B'a + A'b + Bcy 

N^Ba + Bb + A'cy 

with corresponding values for the accented letters. But (4) may 

be put under the same form as (3), viz. 

«, = {Px, + Py, + P"«.)a:.+(P,ar, + P,y, + P>,)y. 

+ {_P^, + P;y,^P:z,)z, (5), 

where the quantities P are determined by equations of the form 

n 

the suifix of tlie P corresponding to the accent on the a, h, e, and 
the accent on the P to that on the L, M, N. Hence 

P^aL' + hM' + cN\ 
= a {Ad + B'V + Bd) + 1 (5 V + AV + Bd) + c {Bci + m,^ A'c) 
= d{Aa + B'b + Be) + V (Ba + A'b + Be) + c {Ba + Bb+ A'c) 

= dL + b'M+ c'N= P,. 

In like manner we find 

P =P^, and P; = P^- 



\ 
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These six quantities are the coefficients of the products of the 
variables in (5)^ and if they be made equal to zero^ that equation 
will be reduced to 

«, = Px.' + P^y,' + P,V, 

which is thus deprived of the terms involving the products. 
(73) Now the three conditions 

r^p.^o, p^ = p, = o, p; = p; = o (6) 

give three relations between the quantities a, b, c &c., and the 
constants in u^ ; and as these quantities are nine in number^ and 
are connected, as we have seen in Arts. (60) and (61), by six 
equations of condition, we have on the whole nine equations of 
condition for determining nine quantities ; so that unless some of 
these equations are derivable one from the other, the quantities 
a, 5, c &c. can all be determined. There remains to decide the 
question whether their values, and also those of P, P/, P^ are 
possible, in order to prove that the required transformation can 
be effected. For this purpose let us take the equations 

P,=^a'L + b'M+c'N^ 
P^^aL+b'M-\-cN^O 
P^ aL + bM +cN 

multiply the first equation by a', the second by a\ and the last by 
a, and add ; then, by the conditions in Art. (62), 

aP=L = Aa + B'b-^ Be,} 

or (P-A)a-S'b-Bc^O. 

In like manner we find 

Ba-(P-'A')b + Bc = 
Ba-^Bb-iP -A")c^O) 

Between these we can eKminate a, J, c by cross-multiplication, 
and we obtain for determining P the equation 

(P - ^)(P - A^P - A")-S'(P - A)-'B\P - A') 

- B'^iP'A") - 2BBB=0 (9). 

We should arrive at the same equation of condition, if instead of 
(7) we took the equations 

P = 0, P; = 0, P; = aL + b'M'-\-(/N', 



(7); 



(8). 
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and eliminated a, J', d ; or if we took the equations 

and eliminated a!\ V\ c". Consequently the three roots of the 
equation (9) are the three quantities P, P/, P^'. 

(74) This remarkable cubic, which occurs in various Mathe- 
matical researches, is of very great importance, as will be seen 
from the use which we shall make of it ; and we shall distinguish 
it by the name of the Discriminating Cubic. But first it is neces- 
sary to show that its three roots are always possible, wliich may 
be done by the following method due to Cauchy. 

In the particular case in which ^ = 0, 5" = 0, the equation (9) 
is reduced to 

{P-A) {(P-.4')(-P- ^")- -B"} = (10), 

the roots of which are 

P = ^, P = |(^' + A") ± I {(A' - A'J + 4ff}K 

all of wliich are possible, as the quantity under the radical is 
essentially positive, being the sum of two squares. Now if we 

a4(^'+^")+K(-^- ^7+4-8^}% (i=lf^A'-vA")-l{(A'-A")\4S'y , 

we can show that a and j3 are limits between the roots of the 
cubic. In the first place we observe that the substitution of 
these quantities will in virtue of (10) make the first two terms 
of (9) vanish, and as a- A' and a - A" are essentially positive, 
since the radical in a- A' exceeds the other term, we may repre- 
sent them by h^ and A*, and as from (10) 5* = (a - A') (a - A'^ 
the first side of (9) becomes 

- (B^h' + B'^ie ± 2EB'hk) = -(Bh± B'kJ, 
which being a negative square is essentially negative. In like 
manner it may be shown that the substitution of j3 in the first side 
of (9) gives a positive result. Consequently, if we write Cfor 
the first side of (9), we have the following results : if 



p = <». 


Uis +, 


p = «. 


t/is-. 


p=^. 


Z7is +, 


P = - oc. 


U\s-. 
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Therefore one root of the cubic lies between x and a, another 
between a and (i, and the third between /3 and - oc , and hence 
the three roots are real. 

(76) If any one of these three real roots be substituted in the 
equations (8), we shall have three equations in a, b, c, which when 
solved wiU in general give determinate and possible values for 

the ratios - , - , and these combined with the equation 

serve to determine the values of a, b, c. These values may be 
found most readily in the following manner : eliminate c be- 
tween the first and thirds and then between the second and third 
equations of (8), when we get 

a {(P - ^)(P - A") -B"} = b {B (P - A") + BB}, 

a {B'(P- A") + BB} =b{(P - A')(iP-A")- S"}, 



whence 



(P - A') (P - A') - B {P-A){P-A')-B^ 



(P'A)(P-A')-^B''' 

by the symmetry of the formulae. Let each of these ratios be 
assumed equal to fj, : then 

=,j,{(P-A')(P-'A"y(P-A)(P-Ay(P--AXP-A")-B-B'-B'}. 

And, on giving to U the same meaning as before^ it is obvious 

tJTT 

that the second side of this equation is equal to ---- , so that 

, dU ^^ 

But if Pj, P,, Pj be the three roots of the discriminating cubic, 

and we substitute any one of them as P, in rr=; , we have 

^ "^ dP 

dU 

^ = (P, - P,){P, - P^, when P = P,i whence 



/x = 



{p,-pxp.-p^y 
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SO that, putting P^ for P in each of the ratios which is equal to 
/x, we find 

a» = (^. - ^') (f. -^) - ^ A' - (jPi^^(^. - £) - -B^ 

, (P. - ^) (P. - ^') - .B" 
(P, - P,) (P. - P3) • 

A similar set of values for a', V, d, d\ b\ c may be found, 
by putting P^ and P, for P^ in the preceding expressions. 

(76) It appears then, from the preceding investigation, that 
since we can always find possible values for the three quantities 
P, and the nine quantities a, 5, c &c. from the conditions (6) 
Art. (73), the general equation of the second degree may always, 
without affecting its generality, be reduced to the form 

Px"" + Py^ + PV + 20:?; + 2Qy + 2Q'z + E = (11), 

where for convenience we have dropped the suffixes of the co- 
efficients of the squares of the variables, and put 

Q=Ca+C'b+ C'cy a ^Cci +CT' + CV, Q! = Cd' + C'V + C"c\ 

The only restriction is that the quantities P, P', P' must not 
be all equal to zero at the same time, as the equation would then 
be reduced to the first degree ; with this exception these quan- 
tities may be of any value or sign. 

(77) The separation into different classes of the surfaces re- 
presented by (11), depends on the vanishing of one or more of 
the coefficients of the squares of the variables, as will be seen in 
the following investigation. If we seek to simplify the equation 
stiU further by depriving it of the terms involving the first 
power of the variables, we change the origin of co-ordinates, 

putting x^x^\ay y-^y^^^y z-=z^+y. 

The substitution of these values gives 

P;r,^ + Py,^+PV+2(Pa+Q)a:,-h2(Pi3+Q>j+2(PV + Q>, 

+ Pa' + Pi3' + Py + 2Qa + 2Q'/3 + 2QV + ^=0, 

and the condition that the terms of the first degree shall vanish 
gives the equations 

Pa + Q = 0, Pj3 + Q' = 0, P'y + Q'=0 (12) 
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These three equations will give finite and possible values of 
a, /3, 7, in all cases except when any one of the quantities P 
vanishes. If the corresponding Q be finite, then the value for 
a, (3 or y is infinite : if the corresponding Q = 0, the value 
is indeterminate. Hence we divide the surfaces represented by 
(1), and also by (11), into the following classes. 

I. When none of the quantities P is equal to zero, in which 
case the equation is reduced to 

Pa^ + Py'+P:^^H (13). 

II. When one of the coefficients of the squares as P = 0, 
while Q does not vanish, we cannot make the term involving x 
vanish, but we may then determine a by the condition that the 
constant term shall vanish : or in this case, 

P(i' + Py + 2Qa + 2Q'/3 + 2Qy + ^= 0, 
an equation which must give a possible value for a, since that 
quantity is involved in the first degree only. The general equa- 
tion is then reduced to 

Py^ + Pz"" + 2Qx =0 (14). 

The condition of P = necessarily involves the condition 

AJ? + A'B^ + AW -AA'A" - 2BBB = 0. . . . (15), 
as this is the constant term of the discriminating cubic of which 
P is a root. 

III. When in the equation (1 1) P = and Q = at the same 
time, the other coefficients being finite, it becomes 

Py' -h Pz' + 2Q'y + 2Q"z + £= 0, 
which may be reduced to 

Pf + Ps? = K (16), 

by changing the origin of co-ordinates. 

IV. If we have at the same time P = and P' = 0, the equa- 
tion (11) becomes 

P's? + 2Qx + 2Qy + 2Q'z-\^ E= 0. 
If neither Q nor Q' vanish, this equation may always be re- 
duced, as that of Class II. to 

Ps? + 2Qx + 2Qy =0 (17j. 

But if Q = and Q' = 0, the values of a and )3 are indetermi- 
nate, and that of y alone is determinate. We are then unable 
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to destroy the constant term, but we may get rid of that involv- 
ing the first power of Zy so that the equation becomes 

Fz^^L (18> 

The equations P = 0, P = involve in addition to (15), the 
relation ^ . A'A'+B^ - AA +B''-AA^(i .... (19), 
since two roots of the discriminating cubic in this case vanish. 

(78) Let us now consider the geometrical meaning of this 
separation : the general equation (1 1) being 

Pal' + ry' + 2^^+ 2Qx + 2Q'y + 2Q'z + JS?= 0, 

let the surface be cut by the line 

I m n ^ 

which passes through a point (a, )3, 7). Substituting the values 
of X, y, Zy in terms of r, we have 

{PP+rmhr'n') r^+2 {(Pa^ Q) Z+(P'/3+ CH.) m4<P' 7+ Q") n}r 

+Pa*+P'j3VPy+2 Qa+2 Q'/3+2 Q'y+E=0. 

This being a quadratic equation, gives generally two values 
of r, which is the length of the portion of the line intercepted 
between the point (a, /3, y) and the surface. Now the con- 
ditions which reduce equation (11) to Class I. make the term 
involving r disappear, and the quadratic being reduced to two 
terms gives two values of r which are equal, but of opposite 
signs. Consequently the point (a, )3, 7) bisects every chord in 
the surface which passes through it. Such a point is called a 
centre of the surface, and the surfaces in Class I. are called 
central surfaces. It is plain, that as the equations (12) give 
single determinate values for (a, /3, 7), there can be only one 
centre for such surfaces. 

Again, the conditions for determining Class II. give an infi- 
nite value for a, and finite values for /3 and 7, since 

Q ^ Q Q' 

therefore these surfaces have their centre at an infinite distance, 
although they are usually said not to have a centre. 

F 
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In Class III. we have finite values for /3 and 7, that of a being 
indeterminate ; hence all the points in the line, of which the 
equations are Q Q' 

may be considered as centres, as for all these points the coeffi- 
cient of r vanishes independently of a. Surfaces of this kind 
are evidently, from Chap. 1. Art. (8), cylinders, as their equation 
involves only two of the variables, and is therefore satisfied 
independently of the third. 

The surfaces represented by Class IV. are of two very 
different kinds : when neither Q nor Q' vanish, two of the co- 
ordinates of the centre are infinite, and the surface consequently 
has no centre ; but when both Q and Q vanish, the coefficient 
of r will vanish if p^ + Q = • 

and therefore all points in the plane, of which that is the equa- 
tion, may be considered as centres. Both kinds of surfaces are 
cylindrical, as will be seen in the following chapter. 
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CHAPTER V. 



INTERPRETATION OF THE EQUATION OF THE SECOND DEGREE. 

Having reduced the general equation of the second degree to 
four forms^ we now proceed to discuss the geometrical meaning 
of these equations, and the nature of the surfaces which they 
represent. 

Central Surfaces, 

(79) The general equation to these surfaces we found to be 

P3? + Fy^ + Fs?^H.... (a); 

and the different varieties of the surfaces which this equation 
represents depend on the relative signs of P, P', P\ and the 
magnitude of ^, so that we have four varieties : 1st, when -H"=0; 
2nd, when all the quantities P, P', P" are positive ; 3rd, when 
one of them is negative ; 4th, when two of them are negative. 
All the varieties have this property in common, that they are 
symmetrical with respect to the origin, since the equation remains 
unchanged when - a?, - y, - z are put for + «, + y, and •{■ z; 
and this facilitates their discussion, since we may confine our 
attention to the absolute positive values of each variable. 

(80) Cones, 1st, Let -H"= 0; then some one at least of the 

quantities P must be of a different sign from the others, in order 

that the equation 

Pa:^ + P j^ + P'l^ = 

may represent a surface : for if all be of the same sign, the only 
possible values of the variables which satisfy the equation are 
^ = 0, y = 0, ;? = 0, showing that the locus of the equation is 
in that case a point at the origin. It is sufficient to suppose 
one only of the coefficients to be negative, as if two be so, we 
have only to change the sign of the whole equation to bring it 

f2 



68 INTERPRETATION OF THE EQUATION 

to the other case. Let the equation then be 

Pa^ + py - P"k' = (1> 

Since this is satisfied hj x - 0, y = 0, z = 0, the surface passes 
through the origiu. Let the straight line, of which the equa- 
tions are ^ _ y _ * 

I " m " B ° *"' 
meet it in the point x, y, z; then, substituting for x, y, z their 
values in terms of r, the distance of the point from the origin, 
we have (/>/. + p^^ _ p"„»j ^ = q. 

This equation can be satisfied only by 

PP+P'm'-PV=0 (2); 

and then it ia satisfied independently of r, so that that quantity 
is indeterminate. There being only one relation between I, m, n 
besides the general one /* + m' + n' a 1, there are an infinite 
number of straight lines, for which the condition (2) ia satisfied, 
and as for all r is indeterminate, all these lines (which pass 
through the origin) lie wholly in the surface. Such surfaces are 
called cones, the common right cone being a particular caae of 
them. 

If we put 2 = A in (l), it becomes 

Pa^ + Pjr" = Pk\ 
which is the equation to an ellipse in the plane of {x, y), the 
origin being at the centre, and the principal axes being paraUel 
to the axes of x and y. Hence all sections made by planes 
parallel to that of (:r, y) are ellipses, which become circles when 
P =^ P : it is easy to see that in this case the surface is a right 
cone. The sections parallel to the planes of (x, z) and(y, z) have 

ons 

- py = - PA", P/ - Py = - P&\ 

it the curves are hyperbolas. 

in equation of the form 

Ay + A'^ + %Byz + %Sxz -f iB'xy = 0, 

iiout affecting its generality, be reduced to 

Pte^Py'^ P'z^ = 0, 
; a homogeneous function of the second degree, 
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when equated to zero, represents in general a cone, the vertex 
of which is in the origin, unless 

1st, the coefficients of the transformed equation are all of the 
same sign, when it represents a point, 

2nd, the function can be decomposed into two possible factors 
of the first degree, when it represents two planes. The analytical 
condition that this should be the case is 

AE" + AB^ + A'^B^ - AAA' - 2BSB' ^ 0, 
since two planes are a particular case of cylinders of the second 
degree. 

(82) Ellipsoid, Let H, P, B, P" be all positive, so that the 

equation is p^a + p'y2 j, p'^^ ^ h. (1). 

Let the straight line z y z 

I m n 
meet the surface in the point z^ y, «, then the combination of 
(1) and (2) gives 

{Pl^+Pm^ + P'n^)r^ = H (2) 

as the equation for determining r. Now the coefficient of r* can 
never vanish, since every term in it is essentially positive, con- 
sequently r is never infinite, and the surface is therefore a closed 
surface. Hence if it be cut by any plane, the curve of intersec- 
tion must be an Ellipse^ since, by Art. (69), the curve must be of 
the second degree, and the ellipse is the only closed curve of 
that degree : from this property the surface is called an Ellipsoid, 

(83) The ratios of H to P, P, and P' are quantities which 
have important geometrical meanings. For let y = and ;? « 
in (1), which is then reduced to 

Px^ = B 
This determines the distances from the origin at which the axis 
of X is cut by the surface, which are evidently equal aijd on 
opposite sides of the origin. If, then, in fig. (19) we put 
OA * OA = a, we have h 

« = -. 

In like manner, if OB = J, OC = c^ 

- — , c - — , 
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and so tlie equation to tlie soriace may be put in the form 

^44'^ C3> 

The lines a, b, c are called the axes of the siirface, and the 
points A, B, C its verticeB. 

It is easy to conclude firom this equation that the surface does 
not extend beyond the points A, A' ; for if it be cut by a plane 
X ■ ±/, we have / 2* /* 

A' c" a' ' 

an equation wliich cannot be satisfied by any possible ralues 
of y and z if J'> a, as the second side is then negative. The 
same holds for the otlier co-ordinate axes, bo that the surface 
does not extend beyond B and B along y, and beyond Cand C" 
along z. 

(84) If two of the coefficients, as P, P, be equal, which 
involves the relation a = b, then all sectionB made by planes 
parallel to ix,y) are circles ; for putting = 6 and z » A in (3), 
it becomes »* 4 w* A* 

The surface in this caBe is said to be one of revolution round 
the axis of z, since it may be generated by making an ellipse 
revolve round one of its axes. If all the quantities P, P, P' 
be equal, or a -b = c, equation (2) becomes 

a:' + y" + z' = a' (5), 

which shows that every point in the surface is equally distant 
from the origin, or the surface is a sphere, of which the radius 
is a. If we change the origin of co-ordinates to an arbitrary 
point (a, 3, 7), this equation becomes 

(» - a)' + (y - (3)' + (j - y)- -»'.,. .(6); 
which is the general equation to a sphere referred to rectangular 
"very section of a sphere by a plane is a circle ; 
ions parallel to the co-ordinate planes are circles, 
) remains unchanged when the axes are trans- 
r rectangular system, so that we can thus obtain 
ins of the surface. 
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(86) Hyperboloid of one sheet. Let one of the coefficients, 
as P'y be negative, so that the general equation (a) becomes 

Pa? + P'y' - P'V = iy . . . . (1). 
If we seek the points where this surface is cut by the line 

X y z 
I m n 

we find {Pr + Pm^ - P'n') r'^H... .(2). 

As the coefficient of r* may be either positive, zero, or negative, 
it follows that r may be either real, infinite, or impossible. 
Consequently the surface extends to infinity in certain directions, 
which axe determined by the condition 

P/'+P'm»-P'V=0 (3), 

and no part of it exists in the space for which 

P^V > PP + Pm\ 

Now /, m, », being direction-cosines, lie between and 1 ; and 
if we suppose P > P, it appears that we cannot have 

P P 

Therefore the space in which the surface does not extend is 
that bounded by a surface generated by the straight line r 
turning round the axis of z, forming with it angles of which the 
limits are determined by the preceding inequality. 

If we cut the surface by planes parallel to the co-ordinate 
planes, the equations to the sections will be found by putting 
constants y, g, h in turn for x, y, z in the equation (1), so that 
we have Py^ _ P'V = H -- Pf, 

Px^-P't^^n--Pg\ 
P^ArPy'^H^PhK 

The first two represent hyperbolas, and the third an ellipse ; 
and as they are all possible whatever be the values of f^ g^ A, 
it appears that the surface is cut by all planes parallel to the 
co-ordinate axes, and consequently it is a contintwus surface of 
one sheet As the sections parallel to two of the co-ordinate 
planes are hyperbolas, it is called the Hyperboloid of one sheet. 
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(8tf) The equation to the «va:hce which limits the surface 
towards the axis of z may be found by eliminating /, m, n 
between z y z 

I m n 
and Pr + Pm^ - P^n* = 0. 

On dividing each term of the latter by the square of the corre- 
sponding member of the former, the result is 

Pi^ + P'y* - P'^ = (4), 

the required equation to the limiting surfisu^, which is a cone of 
the second degree, by Art. (81). 

It is easily shown that this cone is an asymptote to the hyper- 
boloid. For, if / and z be co-ordinates of points in the cone 
and the surface corresponding to the same values of x and y, 

P^(z' - z)^{Pa? + Pt/"} - {Pa? + Pj^ - HJ; 

or multiplying numerator and denominator of the second side 
by the sum of the radicals 

P^(2!-z) ^ 



{Pa? + Pfj + {Pa? +Pf/'^Srf 



The difference between the co-ordinates z' and z decreases 
without limit as x and y increase without limit ; but z' is always 
greater than z, so that the cone lies between the axis of z and 
the surface. 

(87) The equation to the hyperboloid may be put in a form 
similar to the second one of the ellipsoid by introducing corre- 
sponding geometrical quantities. Let OA, OA' (fig. 20) be the 
distances from the origin at which the surface is cut by the axis 
of X, and put each of them equal to a; let OB, OB', each equal 
to b, be the corresponding quantities for the axis of y ; then 

a = — , 6 = — . 
p > pi 

The axis of z never meets the surface, and we cannot assign for 
it a corresponding geometrical quantity ; but if we assume c to 
be such a quantity that jj 

c = ~ //, 
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the equation to the surface becomes, by the substitution of these 
values, ^3 -.2 ^ 

If J = a, or the axes of the ellipse in which the surface is cut by 
the plane of {x, y) be equal, every section paxaDel to that plane 
is a circle, for its equation will be of the form 

«* + y' , A* 

*^ =1-1 

a cr 

which is that to a circle having its centre on the axis of z^ 
whatever be the value of A, showing that the surface is one of 
revolution. It may be supposed to be generated by the revolu- 
tion of an hyperbola round the axis which does not meet it. 

If we seek the equation to the asymptotic cone to the hyper- 
boloid under the same form as (5), we find it to be 

?4-?-» w- 

(88) Hyperboloid of two sheets. Let two of the coefficients 
of the equation (a) be negative, so that it takes the form 

Pa?^Py^^F'7?=^H (1), 

then it will be easily seen, by combining this with the equations 
to the straight line x y % 

I m n ^ 
as in the preceding surface, that r is infinite for all values of 
ly m and », which satisfy the equation 

PP - Pm" - P'V = (2), 

and consequently that the surface extends to infinity in these 
directions. And, as before, it may be shown that it is limited 
by the surface, of which the equation is 

Pi^-Py^ -^P';^^^, or P'y» + P'y-Par^=0. 

This is the equation to a cone of which the axis of x is the axis, 
and which is asymptotic to the surface in such a way that the 
surface lies between it and the axis of x. 

If the surface be cut by planes 
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we have^ as the equations to the sectioiis^ 

P3?-P^^n^Pg'y 
P3?-Py'r.H+Ph\ 

The first of these is the equation to an ellipse^ unless Pf^ < JBT, 
in which case it cannot be interpreted ; therefore all sections 
parallel to the plane of (tfy z) are ellipses^ but no plane drawn at 

a distance along the axis of x on either side less than f — r, 

meets the surface. The surface therefore is discontinuous 
between the planes so determined. The second and tliird 
equations show that all planes parallel to (x^ z) and (y, z) cut the 
surface in hyperbolas, since they are possible, whatever values 
be assigned to g and h. For these reasons the surface is called 
the Hyperbohid of two sheets: see fig. (21.) If we assume 

a* « — we see, as in the previous cases, that a is the distance 

on either side of the origin at which the axis of a; is cut by the 
surface. The other axes never meet the surface ; but if we assume 

^ p > ^ pi * 

the equation takes the form 

and the corresponding equation to the asymptotic cone is 

'it ^ ^ ^ 
V & a* 

J{ P a P", or J = c, the sections parallel to (y, z) have for their 
equation ^ ^ 2 ^ 

6 a 

which shows that they are circles, and consequendy that the sur- 
face is one of revolution. It may be supposed to be generated 
by the revolution of an hjrperbola round its principal axis. 

Surfaces toithout a CetUre. 

(89) The general equation to these may be put in the form 

Pf^P'^+Qx^(i, (6), 
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in which one of the constants may always be supposed to be 
positive. Moreover the sign of Q can have no influence on the 
nature of the surface, as the term containing it can always have 
its sign changed by substituting - x for x, which is equivalent 
to measuring the positive axis of :c in a direction opposite to 
that before adopted: this will affect the position but not the 
nature of the surface. Hence there are only two forms of the 
equation to be considered, one when P' and P" are of the same 
sign, the other when they are of contrary signs. . 

(90) Elliptic paraboloid. Taking P and P' both positive, 
and Q negative, the equation is 

Pf^-P's?= Or (1). 

From the form of the equation it is evident that x can never 
become negative, and therefore the surface lies wholly on the 
positive side of the plane of (y, 2), while it is symmetrical on oppo- 
site sides of the axis of Xy since the equation remains unchanged 
when for y and z we put - y and - z. The surface passes 
through the origin, since ic=0, y = 0, 5! = satisfy the equation 
(1). If 5! = we have 

Py^ = Qxy or y^ - -j^x -px suppose. 

This shows that the surface is cut by the plane of {Xy y) in a 
parabola of which p is the principal parameter. In like manner 
we see that it is cut by the plane of (x, z) in a parabola of which 

Q 

the principal parameter is p' =^ — . On substituting these 

quantities in the equation, it becomes 

-^ + — , = a:, or p'y^ + ps? = pp'x (2). 

If the surface be cut by any plane x^f^ parallel to (y, z), we 
have pY + pz^ = pp'fy 

which is the equation to an ellipse, whatever be the magnitude 
of fy so long as it is positive. Hence all sections parallel to 
(y, z) on the positive side of the axis of x are ellipses, and since 
y^may be increased indefinitely, the surface extends to infinity 
in that direction. If the surface be cut by planes parallel to 
{Xy z) and {Xy y), y ^ g or z = hy 



I 
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we hare P^ ''P' (p^ - ^h 

and /ly =p(]^z - A*), 

which are eqtiatiaiM to parabolas, of which the latera recta are 
the name ai tho«e of the sections made by the co-ordinate planes 
of (Zf z) and ixj y). For these reasons the surface is called the 
Elliptic Paraboloid: see (fig. 22). When p^p', the elliptic 
sections parallel to (y^ z) become circles^ having their centres 
on the axis of x^ so that the surface may be supposed to be 
generated by the revolution of a parabola round its axis. 

(91) Hyperbolic paraboloid. Taking P" as negative in the 
general form (b), we have to consider the equation 

Py'-P'^^ Ox (1> 

In this case we can assign both positive and negative values 
without limit to all the variables^ and consequently the surface 
extends indefinitely in all directions. If 

;ttsO, y*« — a:=jt?a: suppose^ 

showing that the plane of {x^ y) cuts the surface in a parabola of 
which p is the principal parameter, and of which the axis is 
turned towards the positive axis of x. 

If y « 0, «' = - •=? e - />'a; suppose. 

This shows that the plane of {xy z) cuts the surface in a parabola 
of which the axis is turned towards the negative axis of x. 
Introducing these parameters into the equation^ it becomes 

2!.^ = . (2). 

P P 

If o; ■ we have P^^ - P'a? = 0, which may be decomposed 
into jyiy _ p,,\^ ^ Q ^^^ p\y ^ p,i^ ^ Q^ 

showing that the plane of (y, ») cuts the surface in two straight 

lines. 

If the surface bo cut by a plane « =/", parallel to the plane of 

(y, «), wo have py - pz^ « pp'f: 

this is the equation to an hyperbola, whatever be the value of/, 
positiyo or negative j but there is a difference between the 



s 
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sections made on the positive side of the origin and those on 
the negative side ; for in the former the principal axis of the 
hyperbola is parallel to the axis of y, and in the latter to z. 
These two kinds of hyperbolic sections axe separated by the 
straight lines in which the surface is cut by the plane of (y, z). 
As in the previous Article, it is easily seen that aU sections 
made by planes parallel to {x^ y) and {xy z) are parabolas, the 
former having their concavity turned towards the positive axis 
and the latter towards the negative axis of x» Hence the 
surface is called the Hyperbolic Paraboloid: see (fig. 23). 

This surface can never become one of revolution, since the 
coefficients of y' and 2:* can never be the same, as they are 
essentially of opposite signs. 



Surfaces having a Line of Centres. 

(92) Elliptic and hyperbolic cylinders. It appears from equa- 
tion (16) of the last chapter that when the coefficients of both 
the first and second powers of one of the variables vanish, the 
equation may always be reduced to the form 

P'y'^-f PV= JT (1). 

As this equation involves only two of the variables, it must. 
Art. (8), represent a cylindrical surface, such that all the lines 
drawn parallel to the axis of x which meet the surface lie wholly 
in it : the particular kind of cylinder depends on the signs of 
P and P". If these be both positive, the trace of the surface 
on the plane of (y, z) is an ellipse and the surface is called an 
Elliptic Cylinder. If in addition P' = P", the ellipse becomes a 
circle, and the surface is then a right circular cylinder* If P 
and P' be of opposite signs, the trace on the plane of (y, z) is an 
hyperbola, and the surface is then called a hyperbolic cylinder. 
It is easy to see that in all cases sections made by planes parallel 
to (y, z) are the same curve as the trace on that plane ; this curve 
is called the base of the cylinder. If the surface be cut by the 
planes y = g^ z = h parallel to {x, z) and (x, y), we have 

P"z' ^K- Py^ P'f=K- P'h\ 
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Each of these indicates two planes at equal distances from the 
origin, and hence planes parallel to {Xy %\ (x, y) cut the surface 
in two parallel straight lines. 

When the equation is in the form 

every point in the axis of ^ is a centre ; for if its co-ordinates be 
{ay 0, 0) the equations to a straight line passing through it are 

— — — — r, 
m n 

and where this line meets the surface we have 

(P'«»*4P'V)r «ir, 

which gives two values of r equal but of opposite signs^ whatever 
be the values of ly my and n. So that the point is a centre. If the 
equation to the surface be in the form 

Py" + P'V + 2Q!y + 2Ql'z + ^= (2), 

the equation to the line of centres may in the same way be 
shown to be q q* 

y ^ " "p ^ 2 = - — . 

The line of centres of a cylindrical surface is called the (ms of 
the cylinder. 

If in equation (1) K= while P and P' are of the same 
sign, the equation indicates a point only ; but if P and P' be 
of opposite signs, so that 

Pf - P'V = 0, 
this may be decomposed into 

* P'V - P'K = 0, and P^y + P'K = 0, 
which represent two planes perpendicular to (yyZ) and inter- 
secting in the axis of x. These planes are asymptotes to the 
hyperbolic cylinder, and they may be considered as a particular 
case of that surface. 

Remaining Surfaces of the Second Order, 

It appears from the preceding chapter that the remaining 
surfaces of the second order are included in the two equations 

P'^ + 2<ar + 2Qy = (1), 

P'^^L (2). 
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(93) Parabolic cylinder. Let the surface (1) be cut by the 
straight line x- a _y-j^ _z-- y _ 

I m n 

then, putting for Xy y, z their values in terms of r, 

P"wV + 2(P"w7+Q;+Q'w)r + P'y+2Qa+ 20^/3= 0. 
Now if (a, /3, 7) be a point in the surface, we have 

P'y+ 2Qa + 2Q'/3 = 0, 
and the preceding equation will become indeterminate, if we 
have, in addition, ^ ^ q, Q/ + Q m = 0. 

These conditions are always possible, and therefore a straight 
line, of which the direction-cosines are determined by the pre- 
ceding equations, lies wholly in the surface if it meets it at 
all. As these conditions, joined to ? + m'+ w* = 1, determine 
one direction only, the straight line which lies wholly in the 
surface is always parallel to itself, 01 the surface is a cylinder, 
and since w = 0, the cylinder is perpendicular to the axis of z. 

If we change the direction of the axes of x and y in their own 
plane, still keeping them rectangular, by the formulae 

X = lx '\- my'y 

y = mx - ly' ; 
the equation (1) becomes 

Py+2(Q/+ CXm)x' + 2i,Qm- Ql)y' = (3); 

and if we make the new axis of x parallel to the generating 
line of the cylinder, we have 

01 + Q'm = 0, 

and the equation (3) takes the form 

PV + 2B^ = (4). 

The plane of («, y) is now perpendicular to the generating line 
of the cylinder, and the trace of the surface pn that plane is 
a parabola, of which the equation is 

P'«' + 2jBy'=:0; 

hence the surface is a cylinder with a parabolic base. AU the 
plane sections of this surface are either parabolas or two straight 
lines, as may be readily seen. 



! 
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(94) I\co parallel planes. The equation 

PV = L 

is eqtiivalent to the two 

which represent two planes parallel to (x, y), and equally distant 
from the origin on opposite sides. These may be considered as 
a particular case of cylindrical surfaces, since they may be 
generated by the motion of a straight line remaining parallel to 
itself. 

We have now discussed the forms of all the varieties of sur- 
faces which are represented by the general equation of the 
second degree, and in the following chapter we shall demonstrate 
the more important of their geometrical properties, choosing in 
preference those which belong to more than one class. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



THEOREMS RELATING TO SURFACES OF THE SECOND ORDER. 

Diametral Planes. 

(95) "We have seen in Art. (78) that any straight line meets 
a surface of the second order in two points generally ; hence 
any chord, or line bounded by the surface, has a middle point. 
The surface which passes through the middle points of a series 
of parallel chords is called a diametral surface, and we proceed 
to shew that for all the surfaces of the second order it is a 
plane. 

(96) Let the equation to the surface be, for shortness, written 

inthefDrm f{x,y,z)^Q (1), 

the symbol y implying a rational function of Xh^ second degree. 
Let the equations to any chord be 

x-x y-y z-9i .^^ 

'--y-=^— ^ = -r r (2). 

I m n 

Jf we suppose a;', y\ ^ to change while /, m, n remain un- 
altered, these equations may represent a system of chords, all 
parallel to the line of which the direction-cosines are /, w^, w. 
But if we assume the point {Xy y, z) to be in the surface (1), 
r is the length of the chord between th<B surface and {p^^ y\ ^'). 
Now from (2) we havp 

a; = :r' -f /r, y ^ t/ ^ mr^ z = z' -k- nr. 
Substituting these values in (1), it becomes 

fipd -k-lr^t/ Jf mr, z' + nr) = 0, 
Expandmg by Taylor's Theorem, we have 

/(.',y',/).(/|.^|.„|)r.i?,^=0....(3). 

G 
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where the terms after the third vanish because the function is 
of the second degree only, and JB is a function of a:', y', z', I, m, n. 
This may be considered as a quadratic equation in r, the two 
roots of which give the lengths of the two portions of the chord 
intercepted between the surface and the point (x', %/ ^ z'). But if 
{z, y'y si) be the middle point of the chord, the two values of r 
must be equal, but of opposite signs, and the quadratic equation 
must be reduced to its first and last term. Hence, when 
{z\ y', si) is the middle point of the chord, we have the condition 

'f-i-i=« «• 

Writing now the equation to the surface at ftdl length, it is 
AQi?'¥Ay^-A':^-\r2Byz^2Bxz^r2B'zy^2Cx^-2ay+2Cz-\-E=^; 
and therefore f{x'y y\ si) is a function of the same form, which 
it may be remarked is not equal to zero, since {x'y y\ z') is not a 
point in the surface. Hence 

^=2{Ax' ^Bz'^Ey -^ C)y 
dx 

^, = 2 (^y + -82' + BTx' + C"), 

^, = 2{A'z' + By'^Bx'^ C'\ 

so that equation (4) becomes 

l{Ax' + Bz'^By' + C) + m{Ay' + Bsi -^ E'x' -{-(f) 

+ w {A'si + By' + -B'a:' + C0= (5). 

Arranging this in terms of x'y y\ and 2', we have 

{Al + B'm + Bn) x' + ( JB7 + ^'m + Bn) y' + {Bl + 5m + An) z' 

+ CT + C"»»+Cr» = (6). 

This is a linear relation between x\ y', z'y and as it remains 
unchanged so long as /, m, n are constant, it holds equally for 
the middle points of all the lines for which /, w, n are constant, 
that is to say all parallel lines ; and as it represents a plane, that 
plane is the locus of the middle points of all the parallel chords 
of which the direction-cosines are /, m, w, and hence the dia- 
metral surface in surfaces of the second order is a plane. 
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The form (4) is that which is practically most convenient for 
deducing the equation to the diametral plane from any given 
form of the equation to the surface. The processes and results 
of this article hold alike for rectangular and for obUque co-ordi- 
nates. 

(97) From what has preceded it appears that, if a system of 
lines be given of which the direction-cosines are /, m, », we may 
find the equation to a plane which is the locus of their middle 
points. To this however there is one exception : if the coeffi- 
cients of the variables in (6) were each to vanish, so that we had 
at the same time 



Al + B'm -^ Bn^O 
Bl + Am ^Bn^O 
Bl-\- Bm + A"n = 0^ 



(7), 



the plane would be at • an infinite distance, since infinite values 
alone of x, y, z would in that case satisfy equation (6). But in 
order that the equations (7) may subsist simultaneously, it is 
necessary that the relation 

Aff + A'B' + A'^B'' - AAA' - 2BBB' = 0. . . .(8) 

should hold ; this relation is easily found by eliminating /, m, n 
from (7) by cross-multiplication. On comparing (8) with equa- 
tion (15) of Art. (77), it Mdll be seen that it implies that one of 
the roots of the discriminating cubic vanishes, and consequently 
this failure, which is due to the diametral plane being removed 
to an infinite distance, can occur only in the surfaces without 
a centre, or those with an infinity of centres as the cylinders. 

(98) When the surface has a centre, that point bisects all the 
chords which pass through it, consequentdy all diametral planes 
must pass through the centre ; so that if a, /3, y be the co-ordi- 
nates of that point, the equation to the diametral plane may be 
written 
(^^jrm+J5'nX«-aK-B''^^'^+J5«Xy-0)+(^^-B^+^''»X^-7>O. 

If we suppose the surface to be referred to the centre, and its 
equation to* be in the form 

p^ + rf + pv - H, 

g2 
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the equation to the diametral plane is 

Phi + Pmy' + P'nz' - 0. 
It is evident that the intersection of any two diametral planes is 
a diameter of the surface. 

If the surface be not central, we may write its equation 

Py" + Ps^ ^ 2Qx, 
and then the equation to the diametral plane is 

Pmy + Pnz - Q/ = 0. 

This being the equation to a plane perpendicular to (y, z} shows 
that all the diametral planes are parallel to the axis of x. Hence 
their intersections are straight lines parallel to the axis of x, and 
these lines correspond to the diameters in central surfaces. 

In the case of cylinders which have a line of centres, the 
diametral planes all pass through this line. 

(99) Conversely, if we have given the equation to a plane, we 
can find the equation to the line to which are parallel all the 
chords bisected by the plane. Let 

Lx + Mt/'¥Nz=Q (9 ) 

be the equation to the plane, and 

1 = ^ = ^ (10) 

I m n 

the equations to a line passing through the origin and parallel 

to the chords. The equation to the diametral plane to the system 

parallel to (10) is, by Art. (96), 

(AI+ Bm-{- Bn) x-i-(B'U A'm -^ Bn)y + (Bl -¥ Bm + A'n)z 

+ C7+Cw+(7"n»0. 

Comparing this with the equation to the given plane, we have 

L^\(AUB'm^Bn), 
M^^XdBUA'm-^Bn), 

N=\(Bl+Bm-\-A"n), 
Q = X iCl + Cm + C"n)y 

from which I, m, n may be determined in terms of i, M, N. If 
in the equation to the surface we suppose the terms involving 
the products of the variables to disappear, we have 

J5 = 0, ^ = 0, 5" = 0, 
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and the preceding equations become 

L = \Al, M - \Am, N = \A'n, 
and the equation to a diameter parallel to the chords bisected by 
the given plane are ^^ j^^ j^'^ 



L M N' 

(100) Definition. A diametral plane is said to be a principal 
diametral plane when it is perpendicular to the chords which it 
bisects. We proceed to find whether this geometrical relation 
be possible. 

The direction-cosines of the system of chords being I, m, n, 
those of the diametral plane are, by Art. (96), proportional to 

Al + B'm + JB'w, -B7 + A'm + Bn, Bl + Bm + An ; 
therefore the conditions of perpendicularity are, by Art. (45), 

Al + B'm + Bn = SI, 
B^l + Am + Bn = /Sw, 
Bl + Bm + An = Sn. 

On comparing these equations with equations (8) of Art. (73), 
we see that their form is the same, and therefore that the elimi- 
nation of ly m, n will lead to a cubic equation in Sy the same in 
form as that in P, viz. 
{S-A){S--A){S-A'yB\S-AyBXS-AyB\S-A'y2BBB"^0y 

of which the three roots are real, so that there are three ways 
in which the conditions of principal diametral planes may be 
satisfied, leading to three sets of values of /, m, n, that is, to 
three sets of chords which are perpendicular to their diametral 
planes. The actual values of ?, m, n are the same as those of 
UybyCm Art. (75), viz. 

(P, - ^') (P. - ^0 - .g (P, - A) (P. - A') - ff ' 

{P,-F,){P,-P,) ' "" iP,-P,){P,-P,) ' 

,_ (P.-^)(P.-.^')-.B" 
iP,- P^{P,- P,) ' 

P^yP^y Pg being the three roots of the discriminating cubic in 
Art. (73), or of the preceding cubic in S. These values of the 
direction-cosines of the chords remain determinate even when 
one of the roots of the cubic vanishes ; but in that case the 
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coejfidents of the yariables in the eqaation to the diametral 
plane are each equal to zero^ implying that the plane is removed 
to an infinite distance. Thns^ though the three directions of the 
principal chords can be always assigned, one of the corresponding 
diametral planes may not exist. This, it is plain from Art. (97)^ 
happens in the surfaces for which 

Aia^ + A'B* ■\r A^B^ - AA'A' - 2BffB' = 0. 

(101 ) The results at which we have just arrived, compared 
with those in Art. (73), show us that the process of reducing the 
general equation of the second degree so as to be deprived of 
the terms involving the products of the variables, is equivalent 
to referring the surface to three rectangular axes parallel to 
the three systems of chords which are perpendicular to their 
respective diametral planes. Accordingly the geometrical con- 
siderations of the properties of diametral planes have been 
employed by several writers for reducing the general equation : 
this method was suggested by M. J. Binet, Oorre^pondance sur 
VEcole Poly technique, vol. ii. p. 74. 

(102) It is to be observed that if we take a diametral plane 
to be one of the co-ordinate planes, as that of (a:, y), and the axis of 
2: to be parallel to its chords, the equation to the surface can con- 
tain none but even powers of z. For since the diametral plane 
bisects the chord parallel to z, the negative values of z must be 
equal to the positive values, and the equation to the surface 
must remain unchanged when we substitute - zfor z: this can- 
not happen if the equation contain odd powers of that variable. 
Conversely, when an equation contains none but even powers of 
a variable, we know that the plane containing the axes of the 
other two variables bisects all the chords parallel to the axis of 
the first variable, or is a diametral plane to chords parallel to 
that axis. From this it appears that when the equation of the 
second degree is in the form 

Pa? + P/ + P V = H, 

the surface being therefore central, each of the co-ordinate 
planes is a diametral plane of the surface, since the equation 
contains none but even powers of each of the three variables. 



* 
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Moreover, since the co-ordinates are supposed to be rectafigular, 
each diametral plane is a principal one, and each plane bisects 
the chords which are parallel to the intersection of the other 
two. 

(103) Definition, Three diametral planes are said to be 0(W- 
jugate to each other when each bisects the chords which are 

parallel to the intersection of the other two. 

We have just seen that when the equation of the second 
degree referred to rectangular co-ordinates is in the form 

the three co-ordinate planes are conjugate diametrsd planes in 
the sense just defined, and it is clear that these are the only 
planes which are at once conjugate and principal planes, since 
we fotind before that there are generally only three principal 
diametral planes in a surface of the second order. We proceed 
now to shew that there are an infinite number of conjugate 
diametral planes oblique to their chords, so that when their 
intersections are taken as oblique axes of co-ordinates, the 
equation to the surface is reduced to the preceding form. 

(104) Taking the equation to a central surface referred to 
Rectangular co-ordinates in the form 

P^ ^Py'^P'z^^H (1), 

let it be cut by a plane passing through the centre, 

ia? + 3fy + iVi = -(21). 

Now, by Art. (99), the equations to a line paaraflel to the chords 
bisected by (2), are p^ py p>^ 

-L^-W^-N ^^^* 

Let L^x + M^y -v N^z^O (4) 

Ljo + Mj/ ^ Nji^O (6) 

be the equations to two other planes passing through the centre. 
In order that their intersection may be parallel to the chords 
bisected by (2), they must both pass through (3): this gives 
two conditions by Art. (47), 

LL, MM, NK ^ LL, MM^ NN, ^ 

P P P* ' P P P' 
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In like maimer the conditions that (4) shall bisect the chords 
parallel to the intersection of (2) and (5) are 

XZ, MM, NK ^ L,L, M,M, N,If, ^ 

p F r ' p p p ' 

and the conditions that (6) shall bisect the chords parallel to the 
intersection of (2) and (4) are 

Hence^ in order that a system of three oblique conjugate 
diameters should exist, these six equations must hold : but they 
are only three independent relations, so that if we suppose 
Ly M, N to be given, there are three relations for determining 

the four ratios 't^ » jj y -jj y j^ » ^nd consequently one or 

other of them must be indeterminate. The corresponding plane 
is therefore indeterminate, and hence we see that if any plane 
be given, there are an infinite number of pairs of planes which 
can be drawn so as to be conjugate with it. The intersections 
of these three planes two and two may be taken as axes of 
oblique co-ordinates, and there are thus an infinite number of 
oblique axes, to which when the surface is referred, its equation 
is reduced to the form 

Aa? + ^y + ^v - jr. 

(105) In the same way as in Art. (83) we see that if o', i', d 
be the portions of the axes intercepted between the origin and 

'''"^' a'.(§). y.(f). . = (§)', 

80 that the equation to the surface may be written 

L 51 1. _ = 1 

d" v^ c^ 

a', y, d axe called three conjugate diameters, and may, like 
the principal diameters, be impossible, never meeting the sur- 
face. 

(106) To find the relations between oblique con/uffate diameters 
and principal diameters of central surfaces. 
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If we refer a central surface to any three conjugate diameters 
as oblique axes, its equation is of the form 

We proceed to find an equation for expressing the principal 
diameters in terms of a'y b', c\ The definition of a principal 
diameter is that it is perpendicular to the diametral plane which 
bisects the chords parallel to it. Now if 

7=-=- = ^ (2) 

be the equations to any diameter^ the equation to its diametral 

plane is, by Art. (98), 

Ix my nz ^ .^. 

V2+-t|-+-;5=0 (3). 

a c 

But M f^gyh be the cosines of th6 angles between the axes of 

(y> ^9 (Xy z), (Xy y) respectively, we have, by Art. (57), as the 

conditions that (2) should be perpendicular to (3), 

A --- = / + hm + gn,^ 
a 

k^^M-{-m+fny\ (4)> 

k^ = ffl +fm + ny 
where, by Art. (57), i p ^2 ^a 

But if we consider a:, y, z to be the co-ordinates of the extreiiiity 
of a principal diameter, their values taken firom (2) must satisfy 
(1). Substituting them, we have 

7^ " a'* "^ y' '^ d^^ k' 

where r is the length of a principal semi-diameter. Hence 
equations (4) become 



AZ - ^^ - 1 ) m +> = 0, ^ (5). 

gl^fm-i-^- 1J7Z=0.^ 



( 
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Elimmadng l, m^ n between these three equations hj croetf-mol- 
tiplicationj we find 

a cubic equation in r*, and therefore fiirnishing three values, 
which give the squares of the three principal semi-diameters. 
If we arrange this in terms of r*, it becomes 

-a''J'V'»(l -/'-^-*'+ 2/irA)= .... (6). 

The roots of this equation, being the principal semi-diameters, 
we may call a, b, c, and then the theory of equations gives us 
the following relations, 

a» + y+c» = a" + i'* + c'' (7), 

abc » a'b'c'(l -/»-^»- A» + 2/5rA)* , (9), 

which are the required relations between the principal diameters 
and any three conjugate diameters. 

Equation (7) signifies, that the sum of the squares of any 
three conjugate diameters is constant, and equal to the sum of 
the squares of the principal axes. 

Equation (8) shows, that the sum of the squares of the 
parallelograms formed by each pair of conjugate diameters 
is constant, and equal to the sum of the squares of the rect- 
aaigles under each pair of the principal axes. 

Equation (9) shows, that the paraHelopiped of which the 
three conterminous edges are conjugate diameters, is constant 
for all systems of conjugate diameters, and equal to the rectan- 
gular parallelopiped, of which the principal axes are diameters. 

In equations (7), (8), (9)> we have assumed that the quantities 
a", y, (^ are all positive, or that the surface is an elHpsoid ; but 
it is plain that it may be adapted to the other two central 
surfaces, by changing the sign of one or of two of the quantities 
«', y, c*. In such a case, the corresponding one or two of the 
quantities a'*, i'*, c'^ will also be negative, so that the equation 
(9) will still subsist. 
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(107) In the surfaces without a centre 

Py» + P';?' = 2Cfci: (1) 

we said (Art 98) that all the diametral planes are parallel to the 
axis^ so that their mutual intersections^ being parallel straight 
Hnes^ cannot be taken as a system of co*ordinate axes. We may 
however find an infinite number of oblique axes for which the 
equation will be reduced to the preceding form, that is, such 
that two of the co-ordinate planes shall be diametral and con- 
jugate to the intersection of each other pair. Let 

My^-Nz^K... (2) 

be the equation to a diametral plane ; then, comparing it with 

Pmy + Pnz = Ql (3) 

which is conjugate with the line [/, m, n], we have 

Ql^\K, Pm^\M, P'w=:AiV;....(4), 
which equations serve to determine the direction of the chords 
coniuffate to (2). A line parallel to this we may take to be one 
of tie new axU a. that of.', drawing it through any arbitrary 
point in the section made by (2), which we take as the origin 
in order to get rid of the constant term. The other co-ordinate 
planes are to pass through this axis of z'y and intersect the plane 
(2) in lines which are to be the axes of x and y', these being de- 
termined by the condition that the equation to the surface shall 
not contain odd powers of %/ or ;?', or that it shall be of the form 

Py» + Pz"" = 2Qx' (5). 

Supposing this to be done, we find, on making z' = 0, that the 
equation to the section by the plane of (x\ t/) is 

which is that to a parabola, referred to an axis and the tangent at 
its vertex. Hence, as the axis of any parabolic section is parallel 
to the original axis of x, the three oblique axes which reduce 
the equation to the form (5) are a line parallel to the axis of the 
surface drawn through an arbitrary point in the surface, a tan- 
gent to the parabolic section made by (2), and the line determined 
by equations (4). As the point assumed in the section made by 
(2) is quite arbitrary, it is clear that there are an infinite number 
of systems of co-ordinates corresponding to every assumed plane. 
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SimUarity of Surfaces. 

(108) Two Burfacee are said to be similar and similarly placed, 
when, if we take any arbitrary point from which radii are drawn 
to the one surface, we can find another point O such that the 
radii drawn parallel to the former and terminated by the other 
fiur&ce are always proportional to them ; so that if r^, r„ r, &c. 
be radii drawn from O and terminated by one surface, and 
r'^, r",, r", &c. radii respectively parallel to the former drawn 
from <y and terminated by the other surface, 

'i ''t ''s e. I 

F,-P,-^. ■ ■ 

It is to be observed, that if two such points as and can 
be determined, there are an infinite number of such pairs of 
points for which the same proposition holds : for if 0^ be any 
point, the distance of which from is p, and if along the line 
OO^ drawn parallel to 00^, we assume a distance p such 
that p = kp', the triangles, of which two corresponding sides are 
r, p, and r', p', are similar, since the angles between r and p, 
/ and p' are equal and the sides about them proportional. Hence 
if r, r" be the radii drawn from 0, and 0/ to the extremities of 
r and r', we shall have r , 

- = K, 

or the parallel radii drawn through 0^ and 0/ are in the constant 
ratio k. Such points are called centres of similarity. 

(109) To find the conditions that two surfaces of the second 
order may be similar. Let their equations be 

.Ac'+-4y+^V+25y«+22f2;«+25'a^+2Cfe+2Cj/+2Cz+-E=0...(l), 

aa:^+a'y^+aV'+25y'z'+26'a:V+2S"a;y+2ca:'+2c'y'+2(;V+e=0 .... (2). 

As the origin is arbitrary we may assume it to be the point 

relative to (1), so that the equations to a radius drawn through 



■ (3); 



/ m n 

e the co-ordinates of O' relative to (2) the equa- 
s parallel to (3) drawn through O* are 
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The definition of similarity gives the relation t' = Ar, which 
leads to ai^a^kx, y=^ + hy, z' ^ y + kz. 
If then we substitute these values in (2), the resulting equation 
m Xy yy z must be identical with (1), and on arranging it in 
powers of these variables, and comparing the coefficients, we shall 
obtain the required conditions. The substitution leads to 

k^ {a^ + ay + aV + 2}yz + ib'xz + iVxy) 

+ 2A {(aa+JV+*"i3 + ^>+(«'/34-J7 + J'a+c')y+(a 7+4)34 haW)) 
+ oa'+a')3'+ay+ 25)374 2ya7+25'a)3+2c?a+2c')3 + 2c7 + e=0. 

On comparing the coefficients of the powers of the variables in 
this equation and in (1), we find 

A A A" B'^ff" E" 

aa+b'y+h'^^c a' ^-^hy^V a^^cf _ ay+bfi+b'a+c" _ 1 (5). 

ajO AjO AjO 

gaVa^)3'WV+25i37+2yay+2yaj3+2ca+2c^)3^+2c7+g 

Since the first five equations axe independent of a, )3, 7 and k, 
it appears that two surfaces cannot be similar, unless the 
coefficients of the highest powers of the variables be propor- 
tional : but to show that the surfaces are actually similar, it is 
necessary to prove that we can find real values for a, )3, 7 and k. 
For this purpose let each of the preceding ratios be put equal 

to -^ ; the last four ratios give the equations 

X(aa + b'fi + b'y) = kC-^\c (6), 

\{h'a + a'/3 + by) ^kC-Xd (7), 

\{b'a + */3 + ay) = kC - \c' (8), 

X (aa\a'fi\dy\ 2J)37+2yo7+2j'a|3+2ca+2c')3+2<?"7+«)=*'J^-(9)- 
But on combining (9) with (6), (7), (8), multiplied by a, )3, 7 
respectively, we find 

CAC+Xc)a + (AC+Ac')/3 + (AC"'+Ac")7 = F^-A^. ..•(10), 
which being linear in a, )3, 7 may be used instead of (9). These 
four equations lead to a quadratic equation of two terms for 
determining k ; and if its roots be possible, we must take only 
the positive one, since k is supposed to be essentially a positive 
ratio. This single value of k will give corresponding single 
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values of a,fi,y; and hence there is only one centre of simi- 
larity corresponding to that originally assumed. 

(110) It is easy to find the geometrical meaning of the 
conditions a a' a *_*'__*" 

For if we suppose the surface (1) to be referred to rectangular 
co-ordinates parallel to its principal axes^ we shall have 

5=0, JB'=0, B'^0; 
and therefore, in order that the equations (11) may hold good, 
we must have j =, q, ft'^O, b"=0; 

or the surface (2) is also referred to its principal diameters, and 
hence the two surfaces have their principal axes parallel. 
Moreover if, in addition, (1) be referred to its centre as origin, 
we should have (7 « 0, C = 0, C ^ 0, 

and therefore the seventh, eighth, and ninth ratios of (5) give 
oa + c = 0, a'/3 + c' = 0, ay + c* = ; 

so that the point (a, j3, 7) is, by Art. (78), the centre of the 
surface (2), and therefore the principal axes of the two surfaces 
are proportional, since they are corresponding radii. It is 
obvious also from equations (11), that similar surfaces must 
be of the same species, since, if one of the quantities A, A', A" 
vanish or be negative, the corresponding a, a', a" must also 
vanish or be negative, in order that the equations may subsist. 

(111) If two similar surfaces of the second order cut each 
other, their line of intersection is a plane curve. 

Let the equations to the surfaces be 
Aix?-vA'!^-^A';?^2Byz+2Bxz+2B''xy^2 Cx+2 (7'y+2 C'z^E = ...(1), 

03^ + ay + as? + 2byz + 2h'xz + 2¥xy + 2cx + 2c'y + 2c'« +c = ...(2); 

then the conditions of similarity are 

A^A^A^^B^B^^B^^y^ 
a d a b V b" 

Since the two surfaces intersect, we may combine their equa- 
tions linearly in any way. Multiply then (2) by X, and subtract 
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it from (1) ; then, by the conditions of similarity, the terms of 
th^ second order disappear, and we have 

2((7- Ac) a:+ 2(C"- Xc') y + ^{C --Xc) z ^ E - X6= 0../3). 

This is a relation between a?, y, «, the co-ordinates of any 
point of the line of intersection of the surfaces, and as it is of 
the first degree it represents a plane, so that the line of inter- 
section is a plane curve. As the combination of (1) and (2) leads 
to only one linear equation, we see that two similar surfaces 
intersect each other once only. 

Since all spheres are necessarily similar surfaces, it appears 
from this that the line of intersection of two spheres is always 
a plane curve, and therefore a circle. 

(112) If four similar surfaces intersect each other, the six 
planes of intersection pass all through one point 

Let the four equations to the surfaces be 

t^ = 0, Wj = 0, Wj, = 0, Wj = ; 

then, since these may be combined two and two in six different 

ways, if X^ X^, \ be the ratios of similarity between the first and 

each of the others, by the preceding proposition the three 

equations 

u - \u^ = 0, w - \u^ = 0, u- X3W3 = 0, 

are the equations to three planes of intersection: and if we 
eliminate u between each pair of these, the equations 

\u - \u^ = 0, XjWj - Xgttg = 0, \u^ - \u^ = 0, 

are the equations to the other three planes of intersection. 
Now the first three equations combined together determine the 
point through which the three planes pass ; and since the second 
three are derived from the first, the values of the co-ordinates 
derived from combining the first three must satisfy the second 
three : in other words, the six planes of intersection have one 
common point. 

(113) In connexion with the preceding propositions we 
may introduce the following : — 

If ttoo surfaces of the second degree intersect in a plane curve, 
their second intersection (when they have one) is also a plane curve. 
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Let the equations to the surfaces be 
-4a:'+^y+^ V+2 JBy«+2 J3'a:«+2^'ay+2 Cx+2 C'y^2 Cz^E^ . . .(1 ), 
aa? + aY + aV + 2bt/z 4 2Vxz + 2ll'xy + 2cz + 2c'y + 2c z^- e = ...(2). 
Since the surfaces intersect in a plane, we may take that 
plane as the plane of {xy y); and therefore^ making 2;e 0, the 

equations 

A3? + Ay^ 2Bxy + 2Cb+ 2C"y + £= (3), 

CM^ + dy\ 2Vxy + 2ca: + 2c'y + ^ = .... (4), 
must be identical^ since they are both the equations to the line 
of intersection. This involves the relations 

A^\a, ^' = Xo', E'^W'y C^\c, C^Xc, E=Xe. 
To find the other intersection, multiply the second equation 
by X and subtract it from the first ; then, in consequence of the 
preceding relations, we have 
(A''-\a')s!' -i- 2(B-\b) yz-^ 2(B' -\b') XZ+ 2(C" '\c')z=0...(5). 

This gives a relation between the co-ordinates of the lines of 
intersection ; and it splits into two linear equations, 

z= 0, 
and {A"-Xa")z+2(B'-\b')y + 2(B-Xb')x-¥2(C"-\c')=0. 

The former gives the plane of xy, or the plane of the first 
intersection ; the latter, being of the first degree, is the equation 
to a plane, and therefore shews that the second intersection is 
also plane. 

If the equation (5) were a complete square, or were reduced to 
z^ = 0, it would imply that the two lines of intersection coincide, 
or that the one surface circumscribes the other, touching it along 
the plane curve determined by the intersection of the surface 
with the plane z = 0. 

Of Plane Sections, 

(114) The plane sections of a surface of the second order are 
of course given by combining the equation to the surface with 
the equation to a plane, 

\x + fiy -h yz = 8, 

or X (a: - a) + ^ Cy - /3) + y (2 - 7) = (1), 

if we suppose the plane to pass through a point (a, j3, 7). The 
method of finding the nature of the section indicated in Art (68) 
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by transforming co-ordinates is necessarily long and tedious, and 
it is better to avoid it by making use of the distance from a given 
point to the surface, as that quantity is independent of the co- 
ordinate axes. Let the equations to a line passing through a point 

(a, /3, 7) be X'-a y- B z-y ,^^ 

—7— = - — - = ' ^r (2), 

I m n 

where r is the distance between (a, j3, y) and (x, y, z) ; then if 

this line r lies in the plane (1), which we suppose to be the 

plane of section, /, m, n must satisfy the condition 

XI + fjum + j/Ti = (3), 

Hence, instead of combining the equation to the surface with(l), 

we may find the nature of the section by combining it with (2) 

and (3), since we shall then have equations for determining all 

the values of r in the plane section. 

(115) To show how this may be done, let us first consider 
how the species of curves of the second order are discriminated 
in two dimensions. If the equation to these curves be 

Aa^ + 2Bzy + (^* + 2Dx + 2^ + JP = 0, 

we know that it represents an ellipse, a parabola, or a hyperbola, 
according as the function S^ - AC is negative, zero, or positive. 
Now if we substitute for x and y their values in terms of 
r from the equation x- a y - B 

m 
we have {AP + 2£lm + Cm^) r* + &c. ?= 0, 

and we see that the discriminating condition is equivalent to 
saying that the curve is an ellipse, a parabola, or a hyperbola, 
according as the coefficient of r*, when equated to zero, leads 
to impossible, equd, or possible values of the ratio l:m or m: I, 
In other words, the curve is a hyperbola when the coefficient of 
r* may be split into two possible and unequal factors, a parabola 
when it is a complete square, and an eUipse when it cannot be 
divided into possible factors. This condition is equally appli. 
cable in three dimensions. 

(116)' 1st. For central surfaces: let the equation to the sur- 
fa(Jebe Pa^+Py+Pz'^H (4). 
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Substituting jfirom (2) in this, we have 

(P? + Pm^ + Pn^ r* + &c. = 0. 

Now the discriminating condition depends on the nature of the 
equation pj, ^ j>^, ^ p,^^ ^ ^^ 

combined with /X + m/i + nv = ; 

and if between these we eliminate one of the quantities /, m, n, 

as «, we have 

(Pv' + P'X^ /» + {Pv^ + py) m» + 2P V»» = 0, 
from which we easily find the discriminating coupon to be /u*<<^5]LX 

- v^ {PPy^ + PPfi' + PP\% ' 

or -^»(i + iL + iL 

VP P' P'^ 

In the ellipsoid where P, P, P" are all positive, this is essen- 
tially negative, and therefore all the sections are ellipses, as is 
otherwise apparent. In the cone, and the two hyperboloids, this 
function may be either negative, zero, or positive, and hence 
these surfaces may be cut by planes either in ellipses, parabolas, 
or hyperbolas. The sections will be parabolic when 

— iL -il- 
P P P' " 

if we consider P* as the coefficient which is of a sign different 
from that of the other two. 

(117) We may show that this cutting plane is always parallel 
to some position of the generating line of the asymptotic cone 
of the hjrperboloids, or of the cone itself in that surface. For if 
/, m, n be the direction-cosines of the generating line, we have, 
by Art. (80), 

Pr + Pm^ - PV = 0, or Pr = PV - Pm^; 

but X, /I, V being the direction-cosines of the plane of section, 

X' /i» v^ ^ X» _ v' fj? 

p + p-p'^^ """"p-p^p' 

The former of these equations may for one set of values of /, m, n 
be satisfied by the system 

kF^l^P^n + P*m, \ F^l^P^n - P*m, 
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and the latter by the corresponding system 

Multiplying together the two left-hand and also the two right- 
hand equations, we have i , 

-l\^ nv + mil + — w/i + — mv, 

jy^ -ptii 

pk pi 

- /\ = wi/ + mfi nfi my, 

pk pk 

Adding them we find 

l\ + mfx-\-ny = 0, 
showing that the lines of which the direction-cosines are I, m, n 
and X, /i, V are perpendicular, and therefore that the plane of 
which the direction-cosines are \, ft, r, is parallel to the line 
[/, m, w]. Since k is arbitrary, this is true for all the values of 
the cosines which satisfy the equations. 

(118) 2nd. For surfaces without a centre : their equation is 

Py' + P'^ = Op, 

so that the equations to be combined are 

Pm^ + Pn!" = 0, 

l\ + m/i •¥ nv - 0. 

Eliminating n between these, we find the discriminating fiinction 

to be uiy ^ 

— Jr x^ — T| • 

y 
When P and P are of the same sign, that is, in the elliptic para- 
boloid, this can never be positive, and consequently the surface 
is never cut by a plane in a hyperbola. The section will be a 
parabola if X = 0, that is, if the plane be parallel to the axis of x» 
In the hyperbolic paraboloid, when P and P are of contrary 
signs, the function is essentially positive, except when X » 0, or 
all plane sections are hyperbolas except those made by planes 
parallel to the axis of x, which are parabolas, 

(119) 3rd. For cylindrical surfaces. The equation to these 
may be assumed to be 

Pit" + Py" + 2Qxtf + 2jix ^2Sy ^ T^O, 

H 2 
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and the equations to be considered are 

PP + P'jw* + 2Q/»» = 0, 
IK + mil * ny - 0, 
from which, after eliminatiiig m, ve find, as the discriminating 
function, q> _ ppi 

consequently the section is of the same kind as the base of the 
cylinder of which the discriminating function is ff-PP. Hence 
a cylinder can be cut by a plane in only one kind of curve ; 
excepting of course when the cutting plane is parallel to the 
axis of the cylinder, in which case the section consists of two 
straight lines. 

(120) ITie sections made by parallel planes in a surface of the 
second order are all similar curves. 

It is easy to show, by the same method as that used in the 
case of surfaces, that two curves of the second order are similar, 
when, if x, y, 2 be replaced by their values in terms of I, m, n 
and r, so as to give an equation of the form 

{AI? + 2Blm + CVn*) r" + &c. = 0, 
the coefficients A, B, C in the two curves are proportional. 
Now if the equation to the cutting plane be 

X(^-«) + ^(y-^)+K^-y)=0 (1). 

and those to any radius 

ez_".tJ.izj., (2), 

I m n ' 

we must have Ix -i- m/i + nv = (3). 

But if the equation to the surface be 

Pa^ + P-y' + p-y = fl" (4), 

we must combine (3) with 

{PP + Pm' + P'rt*) / + &c. = (5). 

SincQ then a, ^, y do not appear in the coefEcient of r", the 
■ ' Ihnction remain the same for all values of a, 0, y, 
V remain unaltered, that is, for all parallel planes ; 
ficienta of the terms which multiply r* are proper- 
ent positions of the cutting plane, or the curves of 
lilar. 
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(121) To find the hcus of the centres of sections of a surface 
of the second order made by a series of parallel planes. 
If the surface be central, let its equation be 

P^' + P'y' + PV = B- (1), 

and if a, )3, 7 be the centre of any given section let the equation 
to the cutting plane be 

/ (a: - a) + m (y - /3) + » (« - y) = . . . , (2). 

Then lff = yzi = ?^ = r (3), 

subject to the condition 

/X + m/x -f wv - ,.•... (4), 

are the equations to a line lying in the plane of section and 
passing through its centre. Hence if we substitute in the equa- 
tion to the surface the values of x, y, z from (3), we shall obtain 
a quadratic equation in r, the two roots of which are equal but 
of opposite signs. Therefore the coefficient of the second term 
must vanish, which gives the condition 

Pa\ + P/3/i + PV«0 (5); 

the equation (5) subsists for all values of X, /*, v, subject to only 
one condition (4) : hence we have 

M = Pa, km = Pj3, kn = P'y, 
k being an indeterminate multiplier: from which we have 

Pa rii Py 
I m n 
as the equations connecting a, j3, y, showing that the locus of the 
centres is a straight line, in fact the diameter which is conjugate 
to the central plane section : see Art. (99). 
If the surface be not central, its equation is 

p p 

instead of equation (5), we have then 

^ + ^-A = (6). 

p p ^ ^ 

Combining this with (4), we have 

A/=~l, Am = ~, kn = ^; 

p p' 
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from wbidi we gd B m t » 

£: + _. = ^+=0 
pi pi 

a> the equadooa to the loctu trf centres, wiiidi n dMR&te a Hne 
parallel to the axis, and benoe s dioKter. 

ftSS^ To^ndtkeaxa of a teeHom tf&e tB^aoid 

i44'^ (•> 

madehyaplane Ix + my + ms^O (n 

/, m, n bemy li&e dire^ion-cotmn ofUupiame. 

ffince the aemi-axes of tlie ell^ilical sectkm are die greatea* 
and leaat radii draim bam the centre to die curre, we miut have 

a maxJirnim or nmumnin, x, y, z being mbject to die conditi<m> 
(l) and (3^ Hence diflerentiating, the conditiora for a mazi- 
mnm or minimnm giTei ns 

xdx 4- ydy \ »dz = (3) ; 

with the conditiona xdx vdo zdz 

-T-^-t^-r-' <*'■ 

Idx + nufy + ndz > (5), 

Multiply (4) by on indeterminate mnltiplier X, and (5) by n., 
and add them to (3) ; then, equating to zero the coefficients of 
each differentifd, we have 



o* 



^ = 



5 + Atn - 0. 



Multiply bT X, V, z, and add : then, in virtue of (1) and (2), 
e the equations become 

}, f 1 - -TiU + frirt *= 0, f 1 --,U+;in-0; 

uo"/ uJ'ffi ui?n 
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Multiply by /, i», w, and add : then, in virtue of (2), and dividing 
by ^, we find gV ftW c^n' ^ 

a quadratic equation for determining r*. This equation may be 
adapted to the other central surfaces by changing the sign of one 
or of two of the quantities a% y, c^. 

From this expression we can easily determine the area of the 
section. For the area of an ellipse is equal to the product of 
the semi-axes multiplied by ir : but the last term of the preceding 
equation (arranged in powers of r*) is the product of the two 
roots, that is, of the squares of tiie two semi-axes. Taking then 
the square root of this term, and multiplying it by ir, we have 

irdbc 

(o V + i W + ^n^f 
as the expression for the area of the section. 

Circular Sections, 

(123) Since all the surfaces of the second order, except the 
hyperbolic paraboloid and the hyperbolic and parabolic cylin- 
ders, give, when cut by a plane in certain directions, curves 
which are closed, and consequendy must be ellipses, we may 
enquire whether under any circumstances these sections are 
circular. And as all parallel sections of a surface of the second 
order are similar curves, we have only to consider the direction 
of the section, choosing its position in the manner which may 
be most convenient. 

(124) Central surfaces. The equation to these is, in general, 

Ps? + P'y^ + P*;^^H (1), 

where H ^ 2 JBT^ ,, H , 

Let the surface be cut by a plane whose equation is 

z = mx + nf/ (2), 

it being assumed to pass through the origin : we have to deter- 
mine whether there are any values of m and n which give 



104 CIRCULAR SECTIONS. 

a circle as the curve of sectioii. Let the platte (2) also cat a 
sphere, the equation to which is 

«' + y'+z'=r' («); 

then, if the section of (1 ) be circular for any values of m and n, 
we can always assume such a value of r that the section of the 
sphere, which is always a circle, shall coincide with the section 
of (1). If then they coincide, their projections on the plane of 
{x, y) must coincide, and the correeponding equations become 
identical. The comparison of the several terms of these will 
give conditionH for determining m and n. Substituting then for 
z in (1) and (3) its value &otn (2), we get 

(P + P"m') ar" t (i* + rn^y + 2P"mn ay = fl, 
and (1 + Jn") a:" + (1 + w*) y" + 2nm xy = r", 

as the equations to the projections. As these are to be identical, 
the coefficients of the several terms must be proportional, and 
therefore 

P + P"m' _ 1 +m' P' + I*'n' _l+ n' rmn mn 
H ~ i^ ' H r' ' H r' ' 

The last condition can be satisfied only by 

wi = 0, or n =- 0. 
For wi = we have from the other conditions 
^ ^ __j P + I'n' 



whence 



P\i c fi'-a 



im-^'Z^j <«■ 



''\p'- p'j 



(«). 



For « = 0, we find similarly 

(125) "We proceed to consider how far these values are possi- 
ble in tlie different surfaces, 

TRe Elltpsoid. In this all the quantities P are positive, and 
ippose 

' < P* < P', which is the same as a > b > c. 
e the formula (4) is impossible; and from (5) we have 
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which indicates the existence of two series of circular sections, 
parallel to the planes, of which the equations are 

aiV" - ^; z - c (a'- b'f x= 0, a(b'-- c'f z + c(a^- b'f x=^ 0. 
From the form of these it is evident that the two planes pass 
through the mean axis i, and are perpendicular to the plane 
containing the greatest and least axes. 

If P = P', or a =s J, the equations to the cutting planes are 
reduced to z=0, shewing that all the sections parallel to the 
plane of (x, y), or that containing the two equal axes, axe 
circular, or the ellipsoid is one of revolution round the axis of z. 
If P* = P", or b = c, we have ^ = 0, or the planes parallel to 
(y> ^) giv® circular sections, and the surface is one of revolution 
round the axis of x. If P = P^P'y or ot=J = c, the expres- 
sions for m and n are indeterminate, or there are an infinite 
number of directions in which the surface may be cut by planes 
in circles. This indeed is obvious, as the ellipsoid then becomes 
a sphere. 

Hyperboloid of one sheet. In this one of the coefficients is 
negative, as P", and then the formida (5) gives 

c (V-a^\k 

w = ± - r^ -J'; 

a \¥ + c^J 

and, in order that this may be possible^ we must have ft > a, or 
the circular sections pass through the greater of the real axes. 

To make the surface one of revolution, we can only have 
P = P', or a = ft, and there results only one series of circular 
sections parallel to the plane containing the two equal axes. 

Hyperboloid of two sheets. In this case P and P' are both 
negative, and c (a^ + ft'Xj 

In order that this may be possible, we must have ft > c, or the 
cutting plane passes through the greater of the two imaginary axes. 
The surface becomes one of revolution only when P = P', or 
ft = c; and then, as m = oo , the circular sections are perpendicular 
to the real axis of the surface. 

It is to be observed, that the plane which passes through the 
centre never meets the surface, but planes drawn parallel to it 
at a sufficient distance cut the surface in circles. 
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Qmical surfaces. The equation to sur&ces of this kind are 
derived from that of the hjperboloid of one sheet, by making 
JJb ; but as this quantity does not enter into the expressions 
for m, the circular sections of the cone are parallel to those of 
the hjrperboloid, of which it is the asymptote. 

Cylindrical surfaces. The elliptic cylinder may be taken as 

a particular case of the ellipsoid when one of the quantities, 

as P, vanishes : the value of m then becomes 

_ c 

which is possible if b>c^ or the cutting plane passes through 
the greater axis of the elliptic base of the cylinder. 

(1S6) Surface wiSumt a centre. For the elliptic paraboloid 
the formula is somewhat different. Let the equation to the 
surface be py ^ps? =^pp'x; 

and let this be cut by a plane 

a? = m;? + »y , 
which also cuts the sphere 

a;* + y* + i* = 2rx. 
The equations to the projections on the plane of (y, z) are 

p'f^ + p^ " mpp'z - npp'y = 0, 
(1 + n^ y* + (1 + fw') s? + 2mn yz - 2mrz - 2nry = 0. 
In order that these may coincide, we must have 

m = or » = 0. 

If w = 0, then \+r?^^y and » = ± (^-^y. 

P \ P J 

If » = 0, then 1 + w' = 4* and m = ± (^-^y . 

P \ P J 

li p' >p, the first is possible and the second impossible; so 
that the equation to the cutting plane is 

p^xT(j}'-pyy-^ 0, 
giving two sets of circular sections parallel to planes which pass 
through the axis of z. 

li p>p\ the second formula is possible, and the equation 
to the cutting plane becomes 

p'^xT(p'p')K^ 0, 
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showing that there are two series of circular sections parallel to 
planes passing through the axis of y. 

If p =/>', the equation to the cutting plane is 

ip = 0, 
or the circular sections are all parallel to the plane of (y, z), 
and the surface is one of revolution round the axis of a;. 

(127) The following proposition is worthy of note : — Any 
two circular sections hdonging to different series lie on the surface 
of the same sphere. 

If the equation to the surface be 

P«* + P'y' + P"«* - -ff = (1), 

that to the plane of any circular section of one system is 

{P'-PJz-{P -^Pfx'-D^o (2), 

and that to one belonging to the other system is 

(P"-P')*^ + (P'-P)*a:-JO,«0 (3). 

On multiplying these together, we have 

(P*-P');j*-(P'-P):c'-(2> + 2)J(P"-P')*«-.(2)-2>J(P'-P)*« 

+ i>A=0 (4), 

an equation of the second order representing the two cutting 
planes. Since these planes intersect the surface (1), any equa- 
tion derived from combining linearly (1) and (4) is the equation 
to a surface which passes through the intersections of (1) and 
(4), that is, the circular sections. But on subtracting (4) from 
(1), we have 
PCii^+j^+^j*) + (2)+ A) {P-FJz ^{D-D,) (P-Pfx - Z>2),-£r=0, 

which is the equation to a sphere; hence the two circular 
sections are on the same sphere. 
If the equation to the surface be 

p'y^ -^ps? - pp'x = (6), 

those of two planes of circular sections belonging to different 

systemsare p^^.^p' -pjy -d^i^ (6), 

p^x + (p'-j,fy-d, = (7), 

whence, as before, 

pa^-(p>-p)^-(cl+ d,)p^x-(d-d,)ip'-pjy + ««.= (8). 
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On adding (5) and (8)^ we find 

the equation to a sphere on which lie the two circular sections. 

(128) From what has preceded, it appears that all surfaces of 
the second order, except the hyperbolic paraboloid, and hyperbolic 
and parabolic cylinders, may be generated by the motion of a 
circle of variable radius which moves so as to be always parallel 
to one plane. When the surface is of revolution, the plane of 
the circle is perpendicular to the line of the centres of the 
sections, but in other cases it is oblique, as may be easily seen ; 
for, by Art. (121), the equation to the line of centres of parallel 
sections is the diameter conjugate to them, and this can never 
be perpendictdar to their planes, unless it be a principal con- 
jugate diameter, which is the case only in surfaces of revolu- 
tion. 

Conditions that the Equation of the Second Degree shall represent 

Surfaces of Revolution, 

(129) When a surface is one of revolution, all the sections made 
by planes perpendicular to the axis are circles, of which the cen- 
tres are on the axis ; and as any line which, passing through the 
centre of a circle, bisects a line which does not pass through the 
centre, is also perpendicular to it, any plane passing tlu-ough 
the axis and bisecting a system of parallel chords must be also 
perpendicular to them. In other words, it is a principal plane 
to a system of chords perpendicular to the axis. Hence, in 
surfaces of revolution, there are an infinite number of principal 
planes, the conjugate chords of which are parallel to one plane ; 
and, conversely, if we investigate the condition that a surface of 
the second order may admit of an infinite number of principal 
planes, the chords conjugate to which are parallel to one plane, 
we shall obtain the condition that it may be a surface of revolu- 
tion. It is necessary, however, to add that the principal planes 
are at a finite and determinate distance, since in surfaces of 
revolution they all intersect in the axis. 
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(130) The direction-cosines of a system of chords conjugate 
to a principal diameter are, by Art. (100), given by the equations 

^ _ (P. - A-) (P. - A') - B' ^, (P,-A)(P,-A")-B^ 
(P, - P,) (P, - P^ ' ""- (P, - P,) CP. - P,) ' 

, ^ (P. - A) (P. - A') - B- .. 

{P,-P;)(P,-P,) ^^' 

P^y P^y P3 being the three roots of the discriminating cubic. 
In order that there may be an infinite number of such systems 
of chords, these expressions must become indeterminate, which 
they will be if both the numerators and denominators of each 
vanish. The denominators can be made to vanish only by 
making P^ = P, or P^^ P^y that is, by making two roots of the 
discriminating cubic equal. The three numerators equated to 
zero give 

(P. - A!) (P. - A) -B'^0, (P, - A) (P. - A') - J5" - 0, 

(P.-^)(P.-^')-^=0 (2> 

These equations are not inconeistent with the preceding con- 
dition, for it will be seen that they satisfy the equation 

IP"' («)' 

which is the condition that the discriminating cubic U- shall 
have equal roots. The equations (2) combined with U= 0, or 

(P,^A) {P.-J!) {P,^A')-ff{P,-A) - B\P,-A') - B'XPr^l 

, ^ -2£BB'r.0y 

lead to 

ff (P, -A)^B^ (P, - A') = -B^ (P, - A") = - BBS ; 
whence ff^ _ sB .„ BB 

■* 1 = -^ — eI — -^ 'n' ^ -^ "^ \^y 

These equations give two relations between the coefficients of 
the general equation of the second degree, which must be 
satisfied in order that the surface may be of revolution. But 
we must add the condition that the principal planes correspond- 
ing to the chords determined by /, m, n are at a finite distance ; 
this, by Art. (100), is expressed by saying that P^ shall not 
vanish, or that the two equal roots of the cubic shall not be zero. 
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Hence^ the condition for a surface being one of revolution may 
be written in the form 



BB' ., BBT .. BE'> 
B 



-^ =- = -^ — ^~'" ^* — "W < ^ ^^^' 



(181) Since, by the first of equations (8), of Art. (73), the 
direction-cosines of the chords are subject to the condition 

(Pj-^);-Kw--B'« = 0, 

the preceding equations (4) change it into 

BBl+BBm + BBn - (6); 

andif ^=J^ = f 

I m n 

be the equations to a line passing through the origin and 

parallel to the chords, the elimination of /, m, n between these 

and equation (6) gives 

BBx+BBy + BBz^O, or £ +-|; + -|, « 0. . . .(7) 

x> Jf Jj 

as the equation to a plane parallel to all the chords, and there- 
fore perpendicular to the axis of the surface. To find die 
equation to this line we have to consider that it is the inter- 
section of all the planes which bisect all chords parallel to (7). 
Now the equation to the plane which bisects all chords parallel 
to a line [/, m, n] is, by Art. (96), 

(Al+B'm'¥Bn)X'h(BUA'm-^Bn)y+(Bl-¥Bm+A"n)z 

+ C?+(7'm + (7'» = 0....(8); 
and when it is ako perpendicular to the chord, we have, by 
Art. (100), 

AUB'm+Bn^Sl, B'l+A'm^Bn^Sm, BUBm-^A'n^Sn; 
but, as we have seen, S is given by the same cubic as P, and 
consequently, instead of S we may put any one root as P^ ; by 
doing so, equation (8) becomes 

(P,x+ (7)/+(P,y+ C")m + (P,2:+ C70«=0....(9). 
The axis of revolution is the line of intersection of all the 
planes given by this equation, when /, m, n vary, subject to the 
condition jffjffi + ^^'^ + jgjy^ ^ q (6). 

As there is only one relation between Z, m, n, two of them must 
be indeterminate, so that if we eliminate one between (6) and 
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(9), the coefficients of the others must vanish separately^ whence 
we get the equations 

p^x + c Pjj/ •\- C' p,z + cr 

BB BB BB ' 

or, patting for P^ its values from (4), and multiplying by BBB'y 
we have 

which are the required equations to the axis, showing it to be 
perpendicular to the plane (7). 

(132) If the general equation of the second degree is defi- 
cient in two of the terms involving the products of the variables, 
diat is, if two of the quantities B vanish, the conditions (5) 
become indeterminate and therefore nugatory. Let the two 
which vanish be B and B ; then if between the two equations 

A-A-^B, A'^A'-^B (11), 

we eliminate the indeterminate ratio — , we have 

B 

(A" -A)iA"-A') = B'^ (12) 

as the condition that the surfsice may be of revolution ; but we 
must add to it that A" shall not vanish, since when B ^ and 
JB* = 0, A" is the value of P^. 

The equations to the axis of revolution (10) become, in this 

case, after eliminating from them the ratio -^ by means of (11), 

C A-A'W C\ C" ^ 

^'^A^' W~ v'^a!')' ^ + 2^ = ^ — (^^)- 

If, in addition, B' = 0, or aU the terms involving the products 
of the variables be wanting, the condition (12) becomes 

A'^A" or A^A" (14); 

and from symmetry we may add A = A\ Any one of these 
conditions being satisfied will make the surface be of revolution. 
Taking the first, the equations to the axis of revolution are 

^"y+C'-O, A"z + C" = (15), 

with similar expressions in the other cases. 
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BsctUinear Oenerating Lines, 

(183) We have seen before, that cones may be generated by 
the motion of a straight line which passes constantly through a 
fixed point ; and cylinders by that of a straight line which moves 
so as to be always parallel to a given position. This suggests the 
enquiry, whether any of the other surfaces of the second order 
may be generated in a similar manner. It is evident, dprioriy 
that this is impossible for the ellipsoid, since it is a closed curve ; 
for the hyperboloid of two sheets, since it is not a continuous 
surface ; and for the elliptic paraboloid, since it is bounded in 
one direction. We may therefore confine our attention to the 
hyperboloid of one sheet, and the hyperbolic paraboloid. 

(134) The equation to the former is 

which may be written in the form* 

a cr or ^ ^ 

Now this equation may be satisfied by either of the following 
systems of linear equations : 

k being an arbitrary constant. Each of these equations is the 
equation to a plane, and therefore each system represents 
a straight line. Since then the equation (1) or (2) may be satis- 
fied by the equations to two straight lines for each value of A, 
there are two straight lines which lie wholly in the surface repre- 
sented by (1 ). As k adnlits of an indefinite number of values, and 
to each value of k there corresponds a position of the line in each 
system, we may, by assigning a proper series of values to A, cause 
the line represented by either (A) or (B) to trace out the surface 
(1). Hence there are two ways in which the hyperboloid of one 

* This method is due to Bobillier, Correspondance Maihimatique et Physique de 
Bruxellet, vol. iv. 
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sheet may be generated by the motion of a straight line, the one 
corresponding to equations (A), the other to (B). 

(185) It is easy to find the condition to which must be subject 
the direction-cosines of the generator : for if its equations be 



X — a 



y-/3 a:-Y_, 



I m n 

and we substitute for Xy y, z their values in lytn^n and r, the 
resulting equation in r must be indeterminate, since the line lies 
wholly in the surface, and therefore the coefficient of each term 
must vanish separately : that of r* gives us the equation 

-l + TS --2=0 (3); 

a DC 

hence the generators are all parallel to the generators of the 
asymptotic cone (Art. 87). From this it appears, that the gene- 
rator is never in three positions parallel to the same plane ; for 
if this were the case, the three corresponding generators of the 
cone would lie in one plane, which is clearly impossible, as a 
cone of the second degree cannot be cut by a plane in more 
than two straight lines, 

(186) There is an important difference between the mode of 
generation of this surface and that of cones and cylinders. For 
in the latter, the generating lines either pass through one point 
or axe parallel, and consequently any two lie always in one 
plane: but in the hyperboloid, if we consider one system of 
generators as (A), and take any two individuals of the system, as 

a c \ o J a c k\ o 

a c \ J a c 
which may be resolved into die forms 
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we find that the condition of their intersection given in equation 
(5) of Art. (30) leads to the equation 

(A - A7 = 0, 
which cannot be satisfied so long as k and k' are different : in 
other words no two lines of the system (A) ever intersect. The 
same may be shewn of the system (B), and consequently no two 
generators of the hyperboloid of one sheet are ever in the same 
plane. Surfaces generated in this manner have been termed by 
French writers, who first studied their properties, '^ surfaces 
gauches" : perhaps the nearest equivalent expression in English 
is " skew surfaces," and that term we shall use for the future. 
Surfaces which can be generated by the motion of a straight line 
are called ruled BwrfaceSy and axe divided into the two classes of 
skew surfaces y of which the hyperboloid of one sheet is the type ; 
and developable surfaces , of which the cone may be taken as the 
type. The reason of the term developable^ and the nature of 
the distinction between these two classes of surfaces, will be 
explained in the chapter on Tangent Planes to Surfaces. 

(187) On the other hand it will be readily seen, that every 
line of the system (A) meets every line of the system (B), since 
the condition of their intersection leads to an identical equation 
which is satisfied whatever be the values assigned to A; in each 
equation. This leads to a very simple geometrical mode of 
regulating the motion of the generating line : for if we take any 
three lines of the system (B), the motion of a straight Une will 
be completely regulated by constraining it to intersect these three 
lines. This will appear more clearly from the following con- 
siderations : if B^y jB,, B^ be any three lines of the system (B), 
and if at any point in (J3j) we draw two planes, one passing 
through {B^ and the other through (-B^), their line of intersec- 
tion rests both on (-BJ and (B^y and of course also on (JB^), as the 
two planes pass through the same point in that line. For each 
point in ( JBj) there is only one such line of intersection, and con- 
sequently a line, which is made to pass through any point in (-BJ, 
is completely determined by being constrained to rest on {B^ 
and {B^y so that the motion of a line is completely regulated by 
being constrained to pass constantly through three given straight 
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lines. It is to be observed that the three directors (jBj), (£^, (B^ 
must not be all parallel to one plane^ since they are taken out of 
a system of generating lines of the hyperboloid, no three of which, 
by Art. (135), can be parallel to the same plane. This serves to 
distinguish this surface from the hyperbolic paraboloid, as we 
shall see presently. We may of course equally well take any 
three lines of the system (A) as directors, and constrain the 
generator to rest always on them. Hence the hyperboloid of 
one sheet admits of two modes of generation by the motion of 
a straight line, the directors in the one mode being some of the 
generators in the other, 

(138) Having thus shown that the hyperboloid of one sheet 
may be generated by the motion of a straight line which rests 
on three rectilinear directors which do not intersect, and are not 
all parallel to the same plane, it remains to prove that it is the 
only surface so generated. For this purpose it is convenient 
to choose our co-ordinate axes as symmetrically as possible 
with reference to the three directors, and that is to draw them 
parallel to these lines, which is always possible as the three 
directors are supposed to be no two in the same plane. The, 
foUowing construction gives us the means of doing this. 

Let By B^, -Bj, (fig. 24) be the three directors. Through B 
draw a plane BCD parallel to B^; through B^ a plane B^EF 
also parallel to B^. These planes must evidently intersect in a 
line A^ parallel to B^. In like manner through B and B^ draw 
planes parallel to J5p and through B^ and B^ planes parallel to B, 
These six planes form a parallelepiped, at the centre of which, O, 
we shall place our origin, the axes of x, y and z being parallel 
to By J5j and jB,. Let the sides of three contiguous edges of 
the parallelepiped be 2a, 2/3, 2y, parallel to x^ y, z respectively. 
Then the equations to the three directors are 

l« = - 7^ . U = - a, ly = - /3. 

If now the equations to the generating line be 



X -^ X _y - y ^z - z 
I m n 



i2 
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the conditjons that it shall pass through (B), (£,), (B^ respec- 
tively are y-p z + y 



/ m ' 

On multiplying these three equations together, /, m, n are elimi- 
nated, and we have 

(a: - a) (y - 0) (2 - 7) = (a: + a) (y + p) (a 4 7), 
which may be reduced to 

ayz + ^xz + yXTf + a^ ■= 0, 
the equation to the locua. Since this equation is not altered 
when the signs of the variables are changed, the surface has a 
centre and is therefore the hyperboloid of one sheet, that being 
the only central surface of ^e second order which admits of a 
rectilinear generator. 

The form of the equation will be seen to be analogous to that 
of the hyperbola referred to its asymptotes ; of which the rea- 
1 is obvious, for the axes, passing through the centre and 
ing parallel to three lines which lie wholly in the surface, are 
fact three positions of the generating line of the asymptotic 
ue. 
(139) The equation to the hyperbolic paraboloid is 

p p' 

d Uiis may be satisfied by either of fte two systems of linear 



p' 


/ 


i" 


y 
p' 


S 1 



P P P P 

d consequently, as in the case of the hyperboloid, for every 
lue of k there are two straight lines which lie wholly in the 
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surface. Hence^ by assigniug all possible values to k, we can 
obtain from either system a consecutive series of positions of a 
straight line which lies wholly in the paraboloid : or there are 
two modes by which this surface may be generated by the 
motion of a straight line. From the left hand equation of the two 
systems it appears that the generator is always parallel to a fixed 
plane yi^ _^1^ ^ ^^ ^^ ^A^ ^ ^^ ^ ^^ 

according as it belongs to (A) or (B). This serves to distinguish 
the surface from the hyperboloid, of which we saw (Art. 135) 
that no three generators are parallel to the same plane. 

(140) It is easy to shew, as in Art. (136), that no two lines of 
the same system ever intersect, so that the hyperbolic paraboloid 
is a 8kew surface^ but that every line of the one system inter- 
sects aU the lines of the other. Hence the motion of the gene- 
rator in one system will be completely regulated if we constrain 
it to rest constantly on three of the lines of the other system 
considered as directors : these lines are not arbitrary, but must 
be taken parallel to one plane, since aU the lines in each system 
(A) land (B) are parallel to one plane. We may also consider 
the surface as generated by the motion of a straight line which 
rests constantly on two rectilinear directors, while it remains 
parallel to one plane. These conditions will regulate completely 
the motion of the generator ; for if the two director-lines be cut 
by a plane parallel to the director-plane, the two points of inter- 
section will determine the position of the generator, and for 
every parallel plane there is only one such position. 

(141) Let us now shew that a line subject to the geometrical 
conditions of resting on two given straight lines, while it remains 
parallel to a fixed plane, will trace out the hyperbolic paraboloid. 

For convenience we shall use oblique co-ordinates, taking the 
fixed plane as that of {x^ y), the axis of y as passing through the 
points where the director-lines meet that plane, the origin bisect- 
ing the line joining the points, the plane of (a;, z) parallel to the 
director-lines, and the axis of z equally inclined to them. The 
equations to the directors will then be 

y = A, x^az (1), 

y ^ -hy X =^ - az (2). 
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Since the generating line is parallel to the plane of {x, y) its 
equations are x - a v - 3 

'-'■ T r- 

The conditions that it shall pass through (1) and (2) give 
a;-a7 y -h , x -y ay y + h ^ 
X ju ~1 n 

whence eliminating X and fx, we have 
a-fy = hx, 
and as -y = z, the final equation is 

ayz = hz. 
This is of the second degree, and as it inTolves x and not a?, it is 
a surface without a centre ; and as it cannot be the elliptic para- 
boloid, or paraboUc cylinder, it must be the hyperbolic paraboloid. 
(143) There is a very simple method of constructing practi- 
cally the hyperbolic paraboloid, which we may here notice. 
Since through every position of the generating line we may 
draw a plane parallel to the director-plane, and since parallel 
planes cut any two Hnes proportionaUy, it follows that the 
generators cut the director-lines proportionally. Consequently, 
if we take any two finite straight lines not in the same plane, 
and divide them into the same number of equal parts, lines or 
threads joining the points of division will form a portion of a 
hyperbolic paraboloid. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



OF CURVES IN SPACE. 

(148) In the first chapter it was shown that a curve con- 
sidered as existing in space is represented by two equations 
between the three co-ordinates ; these equations being the 
equations to any two surfaces which, by their intersection, 
determine the given curve. Also in Art. (44) it was shown 
that the straight line is the only locus given by the intersection 
of two planes, that is, of two surfaces of the first degree : in the 
present chapter we shall briefly consider the nature of curves of 
a higher order, confining our attention chiefly to those deter- 
mined by the intersection of the surfaces of the second degree ; 
but we shall first premise some general remarks on curves in 
space. These are naturally divided into the two classes — those 
which lie wholly in one plane, or plane curves ^ and those which 
do not lie wholly in one plane, or curves of double curvature, 
as they are called. The former may always be considered as 
determined by the intersection of some surface with a plane, and 
their properties are most easily studied by considering them as 
existing in two dimensions only ; so that it is unnecessary to 
treat of them here. 

(144) It is to be remarked, however, that the most general 
equations to a plane curve in space are not — ^the general equation 
to a surface of the same degree, and the equation to a plane : 
these would involve too many arbitrary constants. For, as was 
shown in Art (9), a cylindrical surface may always be supposed 
to pass through the intersection of any two surfaces : and if we 
assume the generating line of the cylinder to be parallel to one 
of the axes, the equation to this cylinder, combined with the 
equation to a plane, will determine the plane curve in question. 
Now this cylinder is of the same degree as the given plane 
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curre, for it is easy to see that all plane Bectioos of a cylinder 
are of the same degree. Hence, the equations to a plane curve 
of any degree in space are perfectly general if we combine the 
equation to a cylindrical surface of the same order, parallel to 
one of the co-ordinate axes, with the equation to a plane. Thus, 
in order to obtfun the general equation to a plane curve of the 
second degree, it is not necessary to take the general equation to 
sur&ces of that order containing nine arbitrary constants, and the 
equation to a plane containing three constants, making twelve 
in all ; but it is su^cient to combine the equation to the plane 
with that to a cylindrical surface of the second order, which, if 
it be parallel to one of the co-ordinate axes, contains £ve con- 
stants only : ^e total number therefore of disposable constants 
in the equations to a plane curve of the second degree in space 
is eight only. 

(145) It is not difficult to find an analytical condition by 
which to distinguish between plane curves and those of double 
curvature. For, as has been stud, a plane curve may be con- 
sidered as represented by the general equation to a plane 

ax ^ by + cz = d (1), 

combined with the equation to some cylinder which we may 

write in the form f(~.^ ff) ■■ (2). 

These two equations leave one of the variables Ladependent, 
of which the other two may be considered as functions. If 
therefore we differentiate equation (1), considering two of the 
variables as functions of the third, we may, by means of the 
resulting equations, ehminat£ the constants which determine the 
particular plane, and so obtain a relation between x, y, and z 
which is common to all plane curves. For the sake of sym- 
metry, we may, in differentiating, consider each variable as 
., and introduce the condition of dependency after- 
«r three differentiations we have 
adx 4 idy + cdz = 0, 
ad'x + hd'y 4 cd'z = 0, 
ad'x 4 bd^y + cd'z = ; 
o, b, c by cross-multiplication, wc find 
dz d'y) 4 d^y (dz d*x - dx d^z)-vd'z (dx d'y ~ dyd'x) = 
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as the required condition. If x be considered as the indepen- 
dent variable of which y and z are functions, d^x = 0, d^x = 0, 
and the preceding relation becomes 

dd^ d^ dsi? da?"^ ' 

(146) The intersection of two surfaces of the second degree 
is in general a line of which the projection on any plane is a 
curve of the fourth degree. To this proposition, however, there 
are exceptions which we shall consider. 

When two surfaces of the second order have a common prtnci- 
pal plane y the line of their intersection is projected on this plane 
in a curve of the second degree. If we assume the plane of 
{Xy z) to be the principal plane common to the two surfaces, 
their equations cannot contain odd powers of y, and will there- 
fore be of the form 

Aa^ + Ay + ^V + 2B'xz + 2Cx + 2C''z + E^0, 

aa? + ay + oV + 2b'xz + 2cx + 2c z + ^ =» ; 

if we multiply the first by a', and the second by A', and sub- 
tract, we have 

{Aa' - A'a) 2? + (^ V - ^ V) «* h 2 (Ba' - A'b') xz 

+ 2 (Ca' - A'c) a; + 2 (CV - A'c) z^Ea! - A'e^ 0, 

which does not contain y, and is therefore the equation to the 
projection of the line of intersection on the plane of (a:, z) or the 
principal plane, and is of the second degree. 

This proposition evidently includes the intersection of similar 
surfaces, which by Art. (11 1) is a plane curve. 

(147) The projection of the intersection of two surfaces of 
the second degree may be a curve of the third degree, as 
is seen in the following remarkable proposition, due to M. 
Quetelet.* All plane curves of the third degree are the pro- 
jections of the curves of intersection of surfaces of the second 

degree. The general equation of the third degree in two 

variables is 

aoi? + hay + \3?y + ay -¥03? •¥ dxy + cy + ex + ej/ +/= 0. *.(!). 

* Correspondance Malhematique el Physique de Bruxellei. 
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Now if we (^ai^e the direction of the co-ordiBates by the for- 
™"™ a: = &, - my,, y = mx^ + /y,, 

the coefficients of the terms of the third degree in the trans- 
formed equation will iuTolve / and m in the third degree, and 
therefore any one of them equated to zero must give a poBsible 
TBlne for the ratio l:m; that is, it is always possible to trans- 
form the co-ordinates bo as to deprive the equation ( I) of one of 
the terms of the third d^;ree. Let this be the term involving 
jr* ; then the equation will be in the form 

X (ok* + iy* + J,«y) + ca^ + <&y 4 cy + oe + e,y +/= (2). 

This evidently may be considered as the result of the elimination 

of « between at* + Ay" + J,ay = z (8), 

and ca?+ dxy + xz + c^+ ex + ej/ +f= ... . (4), 

But (3) and (4) are the equations to two surfaces of the second 
degree, and (2) La the equation to the projection on (x,t/) of 
their curve of intersection ; consequentiy all the curves repre- 
sented by (2), and hence by (1), or all plane curves of the third 
degree, may be considered as the projections of the intersection 
of two surfaces of the second degree. We may remark that the 
equation (3) may, by changing the co-ordinates z and y in their 
own plane, without altering z, be put in the form 

Aj^ + Sy'^z, 
from which we see that it represents one of the paraboloids, the 
axis of the surface being perpendicular to the plane of projection. 

(148) Moreover the curve of the fourth degree, in which 
is projected the int«rsection of two sur&ces of the second 
degree, may sometimes be split into two equations of lower 
degrees. Thus if, as in the theorem of Art. (1 1 3), the two inter- 
sections are plane curves, the curve of the fourth degree may be 
) two curves of the second degree. In such a case 
surfaces of the second degree may be replaced by a 
TO planes, which by Arts. (92) and (94) may be con- 
particolar case of surfaces of the second order. 
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(149) If the equation to a surface of the second order be 

given, it is easy to assign the equation to the surface which shall 

intersect it in two given planes. For if 

u,^0 (1) 

be the equation to the surface, and 

Wj-0, t?, = (2) 

be the equations to the given planes, the equation 

Wj + Xu^v^ = (3), 

X being any constant, is the equation to the surface required. 
This is easily seen on combining equations (1) and (3) by sub- 
traction, for we then get \^^ « o (4) 

which is satisfied either by 

Wj = 0, or by v^ = 0; 

that is, the planes represented by these equations pass through 
the intersections of the surfaces represented by (1) and (3). If 
the surfaces, instead of intersecting in two plane curves, touch 
each other along one plane curve, the equations to the two 
planes must become the same, or u^=^ f>^. Hence the equation 

Wj + Xwj' =0 (6) 

is the equation to a surface of the second order which is in- 
scribed in, or circumscribed about, the surface of which the 
equation is w = 

the equation to the plane of contact being 

Wj = 0. 

Again, if t?^ « be the equation to a plane in which the surface 

(1) is touched by some other surface of the second order, the 

equation to the latter is 

Wj + AH?i^ =0 (6). 

Now if we suppose the surfaces (5) and (6) to intersect, we have, 
on combining their equations by subtraction, 

X<-ptt?>0 (7), 

which is satisfied by 

X\ - /M,*t?i = 0, or X'wj + /x t?, = (8), 

and these, being linear equations, represent two planes. Hence 
it appears that if two surfaces of the second order be inscribed 
in, or circumscribed about, another surface of that order, their 
lines of intersection, when they cut each other, are plane curves. 
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(150) Again, if two ruled siqrfdces of the second order inter- 
sect along a generating line common to both, the curve of 
intersection will be projected on any plane in a straight line 
which is of the first degree, and another curve which must be in 
general one of the third degree. Thus, for example, if the cone 
of which the equation is 

be cut by the cylinder of which the equation is 

s? ^-m? (jx? ■¥ t^ - 2mxz + max - m*a (ic + y) = 0, 
one line of intersection is the straight line of which the equations 
^^ y ^ 0, z - mx - 0, 

and which is projected on the plane of (a;, y) along the axis of 
X, while the other line of intersection is projected on the plane 
of (x, y) in a curve of the third order of which the equation is 

2 (y - a) (ic* + y*) + «*« = 0. 

(161) After plane curves the most interesting class consists 
of those which can be drawn on the surface of a sphere. These 
are of course determined by the intersection of a sphere with 
some other surface depending on the nature of the curve in 
question; the equation to the surface being deduced from the 
definition of the curve. The best method of studying the pro- 
perties of such curves is however, not by referring them to 
three co-ordinates in space, but to two curvilinear co-ordinates 
on the surface of the sphere ; a method closely resembling the 
co-ordinate geometry of plane curves. It would be out of place 
here to explain this method, and it will be sufficient to refer the 
reader to the original memoirs on the subject, which are by 
Gudermann in Crelles Journal, Band. vi. and xiii. ; Davies in 
the Edinburgh Transactions, vol. xii. ; and Graves in an Ap- 
pendix to a Translation of two Memoirs by M, Chasles : this last 
work in particular I would recommend, as the method there 
pursued is the most symmetrical and elegant. In the present 
place I shall content myself with shewing how, from the defini- 
tions of some of these curves, we may deduce the equations to 
the surfaces which intersect the sphere. 
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(152) To find the equations to the equable spherical spiral. 

This curve is defined in the following manner : — If a meridian 
PUP' (fig. 25) on a sphere revolve uniformly about an axis 
PP, which is a diameter of the sphere, while a point M moves 
uniformly along the meridian from P to P, so as to describe an 
arc on the meridian equal to the angle through which the meri- 
dian has revolved, the locus of M is the spiral in question. 

Taking the axis PP as that of z, PAP, the initial position of 
the plane of the meridian, as the plane of (x, z% the equation to 

the sphere ig a:'+y'+ 2" = *^ (1). 

Now let POM= Of AON= 0, then, by the definition of the 
curve, = 0. But we have generally, by Art. (70), 

:t; a r cos cos 0, y - r cos sin ; 

and in this case 

a: = r cos* 0, y = r cos sin 0. 

Hence a:* + y' = r' cos' (cos'* + sin' 0) = rx. 

Therefore the surface defined by the equation 

«^ + y" - ra: « (2) 

by its intersection with the sphere determines the spiral in 

question. It is easy to see that this second surface is a right 

circular cylinder perpendicular to the plane of (x,y), the 

diameter of its base being the radius of the sphere. If we wish 

to represent the curve by two equations involving each two 

variables only, we may subtract the second equation from the 

first. We have then 

z^ = r (r - x) (3), 

which is the equation to a parabolic cylinder perpendiciilar to 
the plane of xz. Hence the curve may be considered as deter- 
mined by the intersection of a right circular and a right parabolic 
cylinder at right angles to each other. 

Again, if we eliminate x between (1) and (3) we obtain, as the 
equation to a cylindrical surface perpendicular to the plane of 

(y> «)> «*= t^ (^ - y") (4), 

which is of the fourth order. Hence the equable spherical 
spiral may be represented by any one of the following systems 
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of equations to cylinders : 

a? ^ t^ ^ rxy s? ^ r {r - Xy) 

a? + y^^rxy «* = r* C^' - y*), 

r (r - a;) = 2*, z^ = t^ (z' - y^J, 

or by the combination of the equation to the sphere with any 

one of them. 

(163) To find ihe equations to a spherical ellipse. 
The spherical ellipse is a curve traced on the surface of a 
sphere such that the sum of the distances of any point from two 
fixed points is constant. Let /S, H (fig. 26) be the two fixed 
points on the surface of the sphere, C the middle point between 
them. If P be any point in the spherical ellipse, SPy HP arcs 
of great circles, then the definition gives us 

SP + HP = a constant = 2a suppose. 
Through P draw PMy an arc of a great circle perpendicular to 
SHy and let 8H^ 2y, CM = ^, PAf = fl. Then, in the right- 
angled triangle SPMy we have by Napier's rules 

cos SP = cos (7 - 0) cos 0. 
In like manner from the triangle HPM 

cos HP =r cos (y -f ^) cos 0. 

AT CD ZTD n (SP -^ HP) (SP ^ HP) 

Now cos SP + cos HP = 2 cos > "^ cos ^- ^ , 

2 2 

TTT> ei> o • (SP + HP) . (^P - ITP) 

cos HP - cos oP =» 2 sm ^ ^ sm ^ , 

2 2 

and <SP + HP = 2a ; therefore, after reduction, we find 

COS a 

• 1 /oT> rrr>\ sin y siu COS 9 
em I (SP - JETP) = '—, — -^ ; 

sin a 

squaring and adding, we find 

/cos' 7 J sin' 7 • a ^\ 2/1 1 
— =- cos' + -r-=— sm^ 6 cos © = 1. 
\cos a ^ sm a / 

Now if we take OA as the axis of a:, OC bb that of y, O being 
the centre of the sphere, and call r the radius of the sphere, we 
have, by Art (70), 

X = r cos cos 6y y = r sin ^ cos 9 ; 



IT 
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SO that the preceding equation is equivalent to 



m2 ^. «:«.2 



9^:^^ELy^^r^ (1). 

. COS a sin a "^ 

This is the equation to a right elliptical cylinder perpendicular 

to the plane of (a:, y), and, being combined with the equation to 

the sphere a^ -^ y' + s!" = f^ (2), 

it determines the spherical ellipse. 

K we subtract (l), multiplied by sin'^ a, from (2), we have 

(1 - tan'a cos^y) a^ + cos'y y^ ■\ :? ^ 7^ cos'a .... (3), 

which is the equation to an ellipsoid 

^ y' ^ 1 



if c' = r^COS*a, y = y^ a ° ^ ^' == , ^2 a 



cos' a 8 _ r* cos' o 
COS 7 1 - tan a cos y 

Hence the spherical eUipse may be considered as the inter- 
section of a sphere with a concentric ellipsoid. Its equations 
may also be exhibited in a symmetrical form analogous to those 
of the straight line. For if we eliminate «' between (2) and (4)^, 

we have • / 1 1 \ . /I 1 \ r* , 

But if/, g be two corresponding values of a; and y, 



/•(^-i.)^^(|-^.)-5-- 

and hence by subtraction and obvious reduction 

a'(c»-i') y(a'-c«) c'(y-a') ^ ^' 

by the symmetry of the formulae. 

(154) After curves given by the intersection of sur&ces of 
the second degree, there are scarcely any of interest except the 
helixy the equations to which we proceed to find. 

The hdix is a curve traced on a right circular cylinder, in 
such a way that the co-ordinate parallel to the generating line 
of the cylinder is proportional to the arc of the circular base 
intercepted between the foot of the ordinate and a fixed point. 
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Taking the centre of the circular base of the cylinder as 
origin, the axis of the cylinder as the axis of z, and making 
the axis of x pass through the fixed point in the circular base, 
and calling s the intercepted portion of the circular arc, the 
definition of the helix gives us the relation 

k being the coefficient of proportionality. But if a be the 
radius of the circular base of the cylinder, 

8 8 

z ^ a cos - , y = a sin - , 
a a 

therefore x = a cos -r- , y = a sin =- ; 

ka ka 

these two equations taken together are the equations to the 
curve; but it may also be expressed by either of these com- 
bined with the equation to the cylinder 

a;' + y* = a*. 

Since cos — = cos ( 2»ir + r- I > a^d sin •=- = sin ( 2wir + 7- 
ka \ ha) ka \ ka 

n being any integer, it appears that the same values of x and y 
correspond to an infinite number of values of z, or the ordinate 
z meets the curve in an infinite number of points. These 
points are separated from each other by an interval 2irka; and if 
we call this A, we have a 



27ra 
and the equations to the curve may be put in the form 



X = a COB 



f2vz\ . (2Trz\ 



These equations show that the helix is projected on the planes 
of (Xy z) and of (y, z) as the curve of sines, while it is obvious 
that it is projected on the plane of (rr, y) as a circle. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



OF TANGENTS AND NORMALS TO SURFACES. 

(155) Definition, K through any point in a surface a straight 
line be drawn, meeting the surface again in at least one other 
point ; and if, as the second point moves up to the first along any 
given curve traced on the surface, there be a limiting position of 
the cutting Kne, the Kne in that position is called a Tangent Line 
to the surface. Since an infinite number of curves passing 
through one point may be traced on the surface, there are an 
infinite number of tangent Knes which can be drawn at any given 
point. We therefore cannot determine the equations to any one 
line, but we may find the condition to which must be subject the 
constants in the equations to all lines which are tangents at the 
given point. 

(156) Let the equation to the surface be 

F{x,y,z)=Q (1), 

and the equations to any line passing through a point (a;, y, z) 

tiJL ^izV. ^iU. ^ r (2), 

I m n 

x'y y\ z' being the current co-ordinates of the line. Then if 
ajj , yj , 2J, be the co-ordinates of the point nearest to (x, y, z\ in 
which the line meets the surface again, they must satisfy the 
equation to the surface (1) as well as those to the line (2), so that 

^^ ^^^^ F{x,, y,, z,) ^ Q (3), 

and x^ = X -^hy y^ = y -^ mr, z^ = z + nr (4), 

r being the length of the chord between the point (x, y, z), and 
(^19 Viy ^i)- Substituting the values of x^, y^, z^ from (4) in (3), 
and expanding by Taylor's theorem, we find 

^, . fjdF dF dF\ ^o ^ ,., 

F{x, y, 2;)+/-_ + /w--- + n--- r+ Er = 0. . . .(5) ; 

\ dx dy dz I 

K 
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where £ is a functioii of x, y, z and positive powers of r. But 

^ (^) Jfi 2) is a point in the suriace, the first term <^(5) vanifihes 

and the equation becomes 

(,dF dF dF ^\ ^ ,^, 

r/^- + m-=-+»-r-+Br=0 (6). 

\ dx dy dz j 

This is satisfied either by r = 0, or by 

,dF dF dF „ ^ ,„,, 

a£ ay 02 

The former of these merely gives the point {x, y, z) ; the second 
is an equation for determining r, and therefore one of the other 
points ia which the line (2) meets the surface. But if, as we 
assumed, r correspond to the point nearest to (a;, y, s), and if we 
suppose this point to move up to (x, y, z), r diminishes without 
limit, and by our definition the straight line becomes ultimately 
a tangent. But unless B, become infinite (which case we do not 
here consider), the limit of the equation (6') is 

, dF dF dF „ ,,, 

'^^'"^^"-^=*' ^'^' 

the required condition which muBt be satiefied in order that the 
lines represented by equations (2) shall be tangents to the sur- 
face (1). This gives one relation between I, m, n, which, joined 
with /' + »»' + «'= 1 , leaves one of these quantities independent ; 
we have, therefore, drawn through one point (x, y, z) a series of 
lines passing through one point and subject to one geometrical 
condition, and which must consequently constitute a surface of 
some kind, the nature of which we proceed to find. 

(157) To find the hats of the tangent lines which can be 
dravm to a surface at one point. 

The equations to any one tangent line are 

s^-x _'tf -y _^ -z . . 

mnected by the equation of condition 

jdF dF dF „ .^ 

dx dy dz ' 

!ular tangent line is determined by the quantities 
18 the locus includes all the lines it must be 
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independent of l,m,n; so that if we eliminate these quantitieiJ 
between (7) and (8), we shall obtain a relation between x', y\ z' 
and Xy tfy Zy which, being true for all the lines, is the equation to 
their locus. The elimination is easily effected by multiplying 
each term of (7) by the corresponding member of (8), when we 
jand dF . , . dF , , . dF , , . ^ ,^^ 

This being a linear equation in x', y', z' (which are the current 
co-ordinates of the tangent lines, and therefore also of their 
locus) shows that the locus of the tangent lines is in general a 
plane, which is called the tangent plane to the surface. I say 
that the locus is in general a plane, because it has been assumed 

in equation (7) that the differential coefficients — ;- , -r- , -;- 

dx dy dz 

do not all vanish at the point of contact. If this were the case 

both equation (7) and equation (9) would be nugatory, and it 

would be necessary to have recourse again to equation (6), but 

this exceptive case (which can occur only for isolated points 

and lines on surfaces) we shall treat of in another chapter. 

Some writers assume at once the existence of the tangent plane, 

but from what has preceded it is clear that this is a proposition 

requiring proof, and that in fact it is not always true. 

(168) There is not so close analogy between tangent planes to 
surfaces and tangents to curves in two dimensions as the student 
might at first be disposed to imagine. It does not by any means 
always happen that the tangent plane touches the surface in one 
point only ; it may touch it along a line, and it may cut it along 
one or more lines, which may even pass through the point of 
contact. These three kinds of tangent planes may be seen in 
the surface produced by the revolution of a circle roimd an axis 
in its own plane, but which does not meet the curve ; such is 
the surface which bounds the ring of an anchor. For a plane 
perpendicular to the axis, which touches the surface at all, 
touches it in a circle ; and all planes which touch the surface at 
points outside of this circle meet it in the point of contact alone, 
while those which touch the surface inside of the circle cut it in 
a curve. In order to determine in any given surface what is the 

k2 



r 
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nature of the tangent plane^ we must combine the equation to 
die tangent plane 

with the equations 

F(x,y,z)^0, F(x',y',z')^0, 
since, when the plane meets the surface, the point (x'y y', z') is in 
the surface. If these lead to the conclusion 

x' = ar, y' = y, z' = 2, 

the tangent plane meets the surface at the point of contact only, 
otherwise it either touches the surface along a line or cuts it 
along one or two lines; the former is distingiiished from the 
latter by two factors becoming equal. 

(159) Generally the curve of intersection of a surface with its 
tangent plane has a double point at the point of contact.* (This 
includes the case of contact at one point only.) For if we have 
the equations F(x\ y', z') = 0, 

dF, , . dF , , . dF , , . ^ 

which are the equations to the surface and the tangent plane at 
the point Xy y, z, the direction of the tangent line of the curve 
of their intersection will be determined by combining their 
differentials with respect to x', y', z', or 

dF , , dF , , dF ,, ^ 
— r dx + — dv + — dz =s 0, 
dx' dif ^ dz' 

dF J , dF , , dF , , 
-=- dx + -j-dy + -J- dz = 0. 
dx dy dz 

From these we may determine, in general, the ratios of 

dx : dy' : dz', which determine the direction of the tangent 

lines. But if x = a:, y' = y, z' = z, the two equations become 

identical, and consequently the ratios indeterminate : therefore 

to determine them we must employ in addition the equation 

^dx^^^dy^^^dz^ 
dx"" dy'^ ^ dz"" 

+ 2 TTTT dy'dsi + 2 ■ , , dx'dz! + 2 - , , , dx'dy' = 0. 
dydz dxdz dxdy 

* This remark is due to Mr, A. Cayley, Fellow of Trinity College. 
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The combination of these equations will give the ratios 
dxf :dy : dz' by means of a quadratic equation, implying that 
there are two directions of the tangent line at the point ; t. e. that 
the point is double. 

(160) The preceding remarks will enable us to explain the 
difference between the two kinds of ruled surfaces of which we 
spoke in Art. (136). A ruled surface is one which may be 
generated by the motion of a straight line which moves subject 
to certain conditions, and the two kinds are — ^that in which the 
successive generating lines do not intersect, or skew surfaces, as 
we have termed them, and that in which the successive gene- 
rators do intersect, and therefore lie in the same plane. In both 
kinds of surfaces the generating lines must lie in the tangent 
plane : for if we consider the equation (5) as expanded in terms 
of r, the condition that r shall be a portion of the generatrng 
line implies that the value of r derived from (5) shall be in- 
determinate, and therefore that the coefficient of every term in 
(5) shall separately vanish. Hence, this includes the condition 
of tangency (7), and therefore the generating line is one of the 
tangent lines, and so lies in the tangent plane. Now the tan- 
gent plane at any point P of a generator is determined by the 
conditions of passing through this line and any other tangent 
line at the point P ; in the same way the tangent plane at any 
other point P* in the same generator passes through that Une 
and some other tangent line at the point P, Hence, the two 
tangent planes pass through one common line (the generator 
PP)<t and they would be coincident if the tangents at P and P 
were in the same plane. But this cannot be the case in skew 
surfaces : for since a curve may for a small space be supposed 
to be coincident with its tangent, we may consider the elements 
of the tangent lines at P and P to lie in the sxirface, so that the 
generator, in moving from tiie position PP to the consecutive 
one, rests on these tangent lines ; and if they were in one plane, 
the two positions of the generator would be also in the same plane, 
which is inconsistent with the definition of skew surfaces. Hence 
in these the tangent planes at each point in a generating line are 
distinct, so that in skew surfaces a tangent plane touches the 
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surface in one point only, but cuts it along the generating Une. 
On the other hand^ in ruled surfaces in which the consecutive 
positions of the generator intersect and are therefore in the same 
plane, the tangent planes at each point of a generator coincide^ 
so that a tangent plane touches the surface along a generating 
line. From this we may easily deduce the characteristic pro- 
perty of these surfaces; for if G^^, 6?,, 6?,, G^, &c. be consecu- 
tive positions of the generator, the surface may be considered as 
the limit of the planes which pass through O^O^, G^j^s* ^8^4> 
&c. Now we can turn each of these elemental plane areas 
round the line which is common to it and the succeeding one as 
a hinge until they both lie in the same plane — as G^O^ round 
O^ till O^G^ and G^G^ are in the same plane, and so on in 
succession — ^until all the elemental plane areas lie in the same 
plane, and therefore the surface which is the limit of these 
planes may be in the same manner unfolded into a plane surface 
without introducing discontinuity; so that if we suppose the 
surface to consist of a thin flexible and inextensible substance, 
it coTild be unfolded into a plane without tearing or rumpling. 
On this account these surfaces are called developable surfaces : 
they will be more particularly treated of hereafter in the chapter 
on envelops. 

(161) Definition, The normal to a surface at any point is a 
line perpendicular to the tangent plane at that point. 

To find the equations to the normal. Let x', y', z' be the 
current co-ordinates of the normal, x, y, z those of the point in 
the surface through which it is drawn ; then, since the normal 
is perpendicular to the tangent plane of which (9) is the equation, 
and as it passes through (x, y, z) its equations are 

x'-x v'-v zf-z ^^^^ 





If' "^ 

dx dy dz 

(162) If the equation to the surface be put in the form 

it is desirable to express the differentials of i^ in terms of those 
oiz: in this case F{xy y, z) =f(x,y) - z = 0. 
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Therefore 

dF _ d ^. dz dF _ d ^. .dz dF 

Ibc'di^^^^'^^"^' Ty^W^""'^^"!^' Iz^ ' 

so that the equation to the tangent plane becomes 

.--. = |(.'_.)4^(y._y) (11), 

and the equations to the normal 

a:'-a: + g(^-z)=0, y' - y + ^ (;»' - z) = 0. . .(12). 

(168) On comparing the equation to the tangent plane (9) 

with the equation to the plane in Art. (39) we see that the 

direction-cosines of the tangent plane, and therefore of the 

normal, are 

dF dF 

dx dy 

CfdFy fdFY (dFY\k ' CfdFy fdFy fdFWi ' 



dF 
dz 



(fdPy fdFY fdFY\i 



(13). 



The perpendicular from the origin on the tangent plane is, by 
Art. (48), dF dF dF 

X h y h z 

dx "^ dy dz ^^^. 



KfHfHflT 



(164) If the equations to the surface be in the form 

where w is a homogeneous function of n dimensions, the equation 
to the tangent plane is much simplified. For, by a well-known 
property of such functions, 

du du du 
dx dy dz 
so that the equation to the tangent plane becomes 

,du , du , du f^ _>. 

dx dy dz 
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and the length of the perpendicular from the origin is 

nc 



{(IHIHl^ 



.(16> 



(166) Curve of contact. If, instead of finding the locus of 
all the tangent lines which touch a surface at one point, we 
subject them to any geometrical condition, their points of con- 
tact will trace out on the snr&ce a line which is called the curve 
of contact. 

In the case in which all the tangent lines are constrained to 
pass through some point not in the surface, the curve of contact 
is easily determined. For since the tangent line is contained in 
the tangent plane at any point, it is sufficient to make the latter 
pass through the given point ; we thus find the equation to a 
surface which, by its intersection with the given surface, deter- 
mines the curve of contact. Let the equation to the surface be 

F{xy y, z) = 0, 

and that to the tangent plane 

(.:.^)-^(y.y)_-.(.-.)- = 0. _ 

If this pass through a point a, j3, 7, we must substitute a, /3, 7 ^ 

for x\ y', «', and we have I 

. V dF ,,j . dF , . dF ^ X, ^v 

(„_^)_+(^-y)_+(^_,)_ = 0....(17> 

This, considered as a function of a:, y, «, represents a surface 
which, by its intersection with F{xy y, z) = 0, determines the 
points of contact of lines passing through a, j3, 7, that is, the 
curve of contact. 

(166) It is easy to shew that in this case the curve of contact 
always lies on a surface of a degree less by unity than the 
degree of the given surface. Let the equation to the given 
surface be put in the form 

where the different terras are homogeneous functions of the 
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degree indicated by the suffixes. Then the equation (17) 
becomes 

, . (du du . du ^ ^1 

rfw ^ rftt rfw (du du , c/«^^ . CL 1 
dx dy dz \dx dx d^c J 



(du du , du ^ t, ^ (du du , du ^ a_ ^ 
+ y < V* + — r^ + -T^ -f &c. V + « -=-5 + ^2^ + -^ + &C.} . 
\dy dy dy J \dz dz dz J 

But, by the well-known property of homogeneous functions, 

du du du du . du . du . , ^^ 

X — 5 + t/ — -^z — - — nu . X — ^ + 1/ — ^^-^^z — 2ii=(;j-l)(^ • 
dx ^ dy dz -' dx ^ dy dz ^ ^ -^' 

&c. &c. 

therefore, observing also that 

fl tl 1 He ' 

the preceding equation is reduced to 

du ri du du ^ ^ a_ /^ ox 

And as e« is of /» dimensions, its diSerential coefficients must be 
each of « - 1 dimensions ; therefore the curt'e of contact lies on 
a surface of n - 1 dimensions in x, y, z, or of a degree less by 
unity than the given surface. 

Cor. Hence we see that in surfaces of the second degree the 
curve of contact is a plane curve. 

It is evident that the curve of contact, which has just been 

determined, is the apparent outline of the surface to an eye 

^ placed at the point through which all the tangent lines pass ; or 

it is the boundary between light and shade if the surface be 

illuminated by rays issuing from that point. 

(167) When the point is removed to an infinite distance, the 
formulae for the curve of contact fail, but we easily obtain more 
simple equations. For in that case all the tangent lines are 
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parallel^ and therefore the direction-cosiiieB I, m, n are constant ; 
so that the condition which they mnst satisfy^ 

, dF dF dF 
dz ay az 

is a relation between Zy y, z and constants which, combined with 
the equation to the surface, determines the curve of contact. It 
is obTious that this equation is of a degree less by unity than 
that of the given surface. 

(168) "We proceed to iQustrate the preceding theory by 
applying it to the surfaces of the second order. The general 
equation to these is 

Aii^^Ay'^A'%\2ByzA,2Bxz +2Rxy+2 Cx+2 C'y^2 C'z+E=^ . . .( 1) ; 
hence, by equation (9) of Art. (157), the equation to the tangent 
plane at the point (x, y, z) is 

(Ax-^Sz + B"y-^C){x''-x)+(A'y-\-Bz-^Bx'¥ C)(j/-y) 

+ CA'z + By + B'x+ C") {z-z)=(i. . ..(2), 

a!y y\ J being the current co-ordinates of the plane. On re- 
ducing this by (1), we have 
{Ax^Bz^B'y^Cy^iAy^Bz^B^x^C^ y'^{A'z^By+Bx^ Cy 

■^Cx-^C'y^C"z + E=0 (3). 

If we apply to (1) the method of finding the centre of the 
siurface used in Art. (78), we shall find, calling the co-ordinates 
of the centre a, /3, y, the conditions that the terms involving the 
first powers of the variables shall vanish to be 
^a+-B*/3+-B'7+C7=0, ud'^+^By+^'a+C'-O, X7+5^+-B'a+C"=0. 
By means of these, eliminating C, O, C from (2), the equation 
to the tangent plane becomes 
{A{x-ayB{z-y)^B'(y-^)}{x'-x)^{A'(y-pi)^B{z^y) 

+5"(^-a)}(y'-y)+{^X^-'y)+5(y-j3)+5'(:i:-a)}(^'-;?)=0...(4). 
Now if /, m, w be the direction-cosines of the diameter passing 
through the point (a;, y, z\ we have 

X - a _ y- /3 g— 7 
/ m n ^ 

which, combined with (4), give the equation 

{AUBn-^B'm){x'-x)-\-{A!m^Bn + B'T){y'y) 

+ {A'n-\-Bm^Bl) {z' - a) = 0. . . .(6). 
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(169) On comparing equation (5) with the first equation of 
Art. (98), it will be seen that the coeflGicients of the variables in 
the two are the same, and consequently that the planes are 
parallel. Hence the tangent plane at any point of a surface of 
the second order is parallel to the plane diametral to the 
diameter passing through the point of contact. And from this 
it follows that the six planes drawn at the extremities of three 
conjugate diameters and parallel to their diametral planes are 
tangents to the surface, so that the parallelopiped formed by 
them circumscribes it. The volume of this parallelopiped is 
eight times that of the parallelopiped of which three conjugate 
diameters are conterminous edges, and therefore by Art. (106) 
is constant. The following are more particular examples. 

(170) The equation to the ellipsoid is 

^ y" ^ . 

a' V (? ' 
and therefore, by (15), the equation to the tangent plane is 

xx' yy' z^ 
a 



To determine whether this plane meets the surface in more 
points than one, we have to combine the preceding equations 
with ^^2 y^ ^2 ^ 

Subtracting the second equation multiplied by 2 from the sum 
of the first and third, we have 

(x'-xj (y'^yj (z'^zj _ 

This can be satisfied only by 

«' = a;, y = y, ^ = z, 
and therefore the tangent plane meets the surface in one point 
only, which is the point of contact. 

The equations to the normal at the point a;, y, z are, by 
equation (10) of Art. (161), 

a\7!-x) ^ V(y'-y) ^ e^-z) 
x y z ' 
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If p be the length of the perpendicular from the centre, on 
the tangent plane, we haye by equation (16) of Art. (164) 

p \o* o* c J 

To find the locus of the intersection of the tangent plane with 
the perpendiculars on it from the centre. 
The equation to the tangent plane is 

xzf yxi zz' ^ , . 

The equations to a line through the centre, perpendicular to 
it, and therefore parallel to the normal, are 

-:^jy^ti (J). 

X y z 

At the point of intersection x', y\ z* are the same in (a) and 
(J), while Xy y, z satisfy the equation to the ellipsoid. Equation 
(J) may be put in the form 

^M^'!i^{a'x"^bY + c'z''f .... {c\ 
X y z ^ ^ ^ ^' 

a b c 
by the Theorem I. of Art (22). Multiplying each term of (a) 
by the corresponding member of (c), and squaring, we have 

(a;'» + y'» + :^^f = aV + hY + cV^ 

which is the required equation. This surface is the Surface of 
Elasticity in the Wave Theory of Light. 

If we call /, m, n the direction-cosines of the normal, 

a* b^ & 

from which, by multiplying by a, J, c, squaring and adding, we 
find ]^ ^ ci^p + i^^^ + c\^^ 

so that the equation to the tangent plane may be put in the form 

Ix + my -^ nz = (aT+ JW + cW)*. 
(171) The equation to the hyperboloid of one sheet is 

s^ t/ £^ , 
a c 
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and therefore the equation to the tangent plane at {Xy y, z) is 






To find where this meets the surface, we combine the equations 

a' b^ & ' (^ v ~?~ ' 

with the equation to the surface, when we have 

which may be reduced to 

ab ) \ c 
This may be split into the two linear equations 

ab c ab c 

either of which, combined with the equation to the tangent 
plane, gives the equations to a straight line. Consequently 
the tangent plane cuts the surface in two straight lines, which 
are in fact the generating lines passing through the point of 
contact. 

(172) For the cone s? y' _ «' _ ^ 

a b c 

we find the equation to the tangent plane to be 

xx' yy' Z7f 
a b & 
and the relation for determining the points where the tangent 
plane meets the surface, will be found to be 

which, since it consists of two equal factors, shews that the 
tangent plane touches the surface along the line determined by 
the equations ^ ^ y> ^^> yy> ^^ 

= — > 2 "^ Ta" a" ~ ^> 

X y a b c 
that is, the generating line passing through the point of contact. 
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If the vertex be the point of contact, or if a? = 0, y = 0, « = 0, 
the equation to the tangent plane becomes nugatory, since 
each term vanishes by itself. In fact there are an infinite num- 
ber of tangent planes at that point : for since the tangent plane 
at any point touches the surface along a generating line, and 
aU the generating lines pass through the vertex, the tangent 
plane at every point of the surface passes through that point. 
The vertex of a cone is the simplest case of the kind of singular 
point to which allusion is made in Art. (157). 

(173) Let the equation to the hyperbolic paraboloid be in 
the form xy^az; 

then the equation to the tangent plane is 

^'y + y'a: « a (2^ + «), 
which meets the surface in two generators determined by its 
intersection with the planes 

x' = x, y' = y. 
The equations to the normal are 

x' - X y' -y z' - z 

y X a ' 

To find the locus of the intersection of the tangent plane 
with the perpendicular on it from the origin, we have to com- 
bine the equation to the tangent plane with 

y X a' 

Each of these ratios is by Art. (22) equal to 

x'y + y'x - az' az xy ' 

in virtue of the equations to the tangent plane and to the sur- 
face : hence, we find 

x'^ + y'^ + z'^ _ x'' + y" + z'^ ^ 3;^ + y^ -f z"" 
X — , y — , z — , 

X y z 

On substituting these values of ar, y, z in the equation to the 
surface, and dividing by x^ + y'* + «'*, we find as the required 
equation to the locus 

£ (a;'^ + y'^ + ;?'*) + asly' = 0. 
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(174) In a centred surface of the second order to find the 
curve of contact when the tangent lines pass all through one point 

Let the equation to the surface be 

Ax"" + AY + ^V = 1 ; 

then by equation (15) of Art. (164) the equation to the tangent 
plane is j^^^ ^ jjyy^ ^ ^'^^ ^ 1^ 

^ i y\ ^ being the current co-ordinates of the plane. If the 
co-ordinates of the fixed point be a, /3, y, the condition that the 
tangent plane shall pass through it gives 

Aax + -4'/3y + A''^z = 1, 

the equation to a plane which by its intersection with the 
surface determines the curve of contact. Since the equations 
to the line joining the centre of the surface with the point 
a> /3, 7, are 

f = 1 = f 
a ^ 7' 

it appears that the curve of contact is parallel to the plane, 
which is diametral to chords parallel to this line, and con- 
sequently, by Art. (121), this line passes through the centre of 
the curve of contact. 

When the tangent lines are all parallel the equation of 
Art. (167) gives ^;^ + j^^y + j^'^^ ^ 0, 

the equation to a plane passing through the centre, which by its 
intersection with the surface determines the curve of contact. 
It is obvious that this is the diametral plane to chords parallel 
to the tangent lines. 

(175) To find the conditions that two central surfaces of the 
second order shaU intersect everywhere at right angles. If the 
surfaces cut each other at right angles, the tangent planes at 
every point of their line of intersection must be perpendicular. 
Now let the equations to the surfaces be 

x^ y^ z^ x^ y^ s? 
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then the equations to their tangent planes at a point {z, y, z) 
are xx' yy' z£ xx' yi/ zz' . 

from which we see that their direction-cosines are proportional to 

X y z X y ^ 
-,, j5, ^, -5, ^,, -2^ 

and since the planes are to be perpendicular, we have 

^ ]t ^ f \ 

^^6^'''^'°*' ^^^ 

But on subtracting the second equation of (1) from the first, 
we have 

''(?-i)*>'(5--p)^''(?-?)-'' (•> 

Equations (3) and (4) are two relations between a;, y, z the 
co-ordinates of any point of intersection of the surfaces ; and 
as they are of the same form they must be identical, with the 
exception of a factor. Multipljdng then (3) by X, and equating 
the coefiicients of the variables in the two equations, we have 

whence a' - i' = a' - /S', a'-c»=a»-7^ J'-c'=i3*-7^ 

These latter equations show that the principal sections of the 
surfaces have the same foci : such surfaces are called confocaly 
and possess many remarkable properties. Since equation (3) 
cannot be true generally, unless one at least of the terms be 
negative, it appears that one of the surfaces must be a hyper- 
boloid. 
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OP TANGENTS TO CURVES, NORMAL AND OSCULATING PLANES. 

(176) A ciirve in general is determined by the intersection 
of two surfaces, and at every point of the line of intersection two 
tangent planes can be drawn, one to each surface ; the inter- 
section of these two planes is a tangent line to the curve. To 
find its equations let u = » = 

be the equations to the two surfaces; the equations to their 
tangent planes are 

As these are drawn at the same point, the co-ordinates x, y, z 
are the same in both ; and when they intersect, x'^ y\ z' are the 
same. Hence, eliminating the quantities z' - z, V'-f/f x' - x 
in succession, we find 

du do du dv du dv du dv du dv du dv '" 
dy dz dz dy dz dx dx dz dx dy dy dx 

as the equations to the line which is a tangent at the point 

(x^ y, 2) to the curve determined by the intersection of the 

surfaces ^^0^ ^^0. 

From the equations 

du J du J du y 

-r dx -¥ -=- dy + -=- dz = 0, 

ax dy dz 

dv y dv y dv y 

-J- dx + -y- dy -^ -y dz ^ 0. 
ax dy dz 
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we find 

<fe , ^^ , , =• . .^^ .- (2), 

du dv du dv du dv du df> du dv du dv 

dy dz dz dy dz dx dx dz dx dy dy dx 

so that the equations to the tangent line may be put under the 
form 



z - z 



x' -X i/ -y _ 
dx dy dz 



(3), 



or «'-a:=^(«'-2), y'-y^C^"*) (^)* 

a form which is convenient when two of the variables are given 
as functions of the third. 

(177) If one of the equations^ as t^ = 0^ do not involve one of 
the variables as z^ it represents the projection of the curve on 
the plane of xyy and the equation 

, , ^du , , ^du 

represents both the projection of the tangent on the plane of (x^ y) 
and the tangent at the corresponding point of the projection of 
the curve on that plane. Hence, generally, the projection on 
any plane of the tangent to a curve coincides with the tangent 
at the corresponding point of the projection of the curve on that 
plane. 

(178) Normal plane. A normal to a curve being defined as 
a straight line drawn perpendicular to a tangent through the 
point of contact, it is clear that there are an infinite number of 
such lines all lying in a plane perpendicular to the tangent line, 
which is called the normal plane. The equation to this plane 
is evidently 

du dv du dv\ . , . fdu dv du dv\^ , v 
dy dz dz dy) \dz dx dx dz) 



(du dv du dv\., . ^ .. 



or (x' - x)dx -^(y' -y)dy -^ (z^ - z)dz =^0 . . .. (6). 

The differentials in this equation are to be got rid of by means 



NORMAL AND OSCULATING PLANES. 147 

of the equations to the curve, from which we can find the ratios 
das : dy : dz. 

(179) If we put 

A'- T— ^ - ^^ ^^Y (^^ ^^ ^^ ^^Y f^^ ^^ ^^ ^^Y 

\dt/ dz dz dy) \dz dx dx dz) \dx dy dy dxj' 
the direction-cosines of the tangent and of the normal plane are, 
from equations (l) and (5), 

}_fdu dv ^ du dv\ 1 /du dv du efo\ 1 fdu dv du dv 
A\dy dz dz dyj' A\dz dx dx dzj^ A\dx dy dy dx^ 

or, from equations (3) and (6), ^ ^' 

^^ dy dz . . 

. ^ . ^ :«««v.°> 

{d^^df + dzy id:x? + df+d£'y (dx'-^dy' + dzy 

But by the direct application of geometrical conceptions, these 

may be expressed in simpler forms. A curve, whether plane or 

of double curvature, may be considered as the limit of a polygon, 

the sides of which are diminished in magnitude while they are 

increased in number indefinitely. Now if As be the length of a 

side of the polygon, the difference of the co-ordinates of the 

extremities of which are Ax, Ay, Az, the direction-cosines of the 

side of the polygon are 

Ax Ay Az 

As ^ As ^ As' 
But as the sides of the polygon are diminished in magnitude 
while their number is increased indefinitely, the side coincides 
ultimately with the tangent to the curve, and the limits of these 
ratios are consequently the direction-cosines of the tangent ; and 
as the length of the side is ultimately the increment of the arc s 
of the curve, the limits of these ratios or the direction-cosines 
of the tangent are, in the language of the differential calculus, 
expressed by dx ^ dz 

ds ds ds 

\ds J \ds J ' \ds 
or ds^ = dx^ + dy^ + efe*. 

(180) Osctdating plane. If we consider a curve as the limit 

l2 
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of a polygon, the sides of the latter are not necessarily all in one 

plane, but any two conterminouB sides must be in the same 

plane, since they iatersect. This plane passes through three of 

the angular points of the polygon; and as the polygon approaches 

to the curve as its limit, this plane tends to assume ultimately a 

determitiate position, in which it is called the osculating plane. 

To find its equation we must express the condition that it 

passes through three consecutiTe points of the curve ; that is, 

through three points of which the co-ordinates are 

x> J/, 2) 

X + fix, y + rfy, a + dz, 

X + 2dx + ^x, y + 2rfy + ^y, e + 2ds + d*«. 

Now, if in any equation F (x, y, z) = we substitute these 

values of the co-ordinates, it becomes in succession. 

Fix, y, z) + dF(x, y, z) = 0, 

P(.x, V> 'O + 2dF(x, y, z) + d^'Fix, y,z)=0; 

and when these are taken simultaneously they are equivalent to 

F(x, y, z) = 0, dF(x, y, z) = 0, (fF(x, y, z) = 0. 
The equation to a plane passing through a point (x, y, z) may 
be assumed to be 

Aip! ~ x) ^ Biif' - y-)-^- Ci^ ~ z) = (1); 

and if it be the osculatiag plane, that is, if it pass through three 
consecutive points of the curve, we must have, by what has just 

been said, Adx + Bdy + Cdz = H (2), 

Ad'x + B^y + Cd'z = (3), 

Eliminating A, B, C in turn between (2) and (3), we have 

i__^. E £ ....(4); 

- dzd'y dzd'x - dxd'z dxd y - dyd x 
linating^jB, C between (I) and (4), the equation 
ig plane is 
) {_x' - ^) + {dzd>x - dxd'z) (y- - y) 

+ (dxd'y - dyiPx) (a^ -z)-0 (5). 

lat this is perpendicular to the normal plane, and 
;s through the tangent. 

equation (6), if we keep it in the symmetrical 
It consider x, y, z as functions of some other 



1 
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yariable ; but if we consider any one of them to be independent, 
of which the other two are functions given by the equations to 
the curve, the formiila necessarily becomes unsymmetrical. 
Thus, if a; be taken as the independent variable, so that dl^x = 0, 
equation (5) becomes 

The following are applications of the preceding formulee to 
particular examples. 

(181) The equations of the equable spherical spiral are, by 
Art.(152), a^ + y» + ;5» = 4r', a? + y-2ra;=0, 

or 2? + Irx = 4r*, a:* + y' - 2ra: = 0. 

From these we find 

dy _r -x dz _^ r 

dx y ^ dx z' 
so that the equations to the tangent become, after obvious re- 
ductions, yy' •i-(x-r)x' = rxy zz' + rx' = 4r* - ra: ; 
and the equation to the normal plane is 

(x'-x)-,(j^^yf-^-^(z'^zf-^0. 

y « 

This, after reduction, may be put in the form 

X y) x\z yj' 
in which we see that it is satisfied by the equations 

X y z ' 

and therefore it contains the radius of the sphere drawn to the 
point (x, y, z), 

llie equation to the osculating plane is, taking x as the 
independent variable, 

x' {xy^ "rCj/"- 2r»)} + y'y' + z':^. = ^r^s? + ra: (y* - ^). 

(182) The equations to the spherical ellipse are (Art. 153) 

a? fP j^ 

-a + 15 + -2 = 1> af* + y* + ;?* = r*, 
a c 
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a»(c»-i') i»(a'-c') c'(6'-a») 
The equations to the tangent axe 

xQxl -X) y(j/ -y) zisi -z) 



<^(<?-V) l>*(a'-<f) (?(b*-ay 

xa!-f _ W-a" zi^-h* 
a* (c» - 6*) ft' (a» - c') ° c'(ft'-a')' 

The equation to the normal plane is 

«• (c» - ft») f ' + ft» (o' - c') ?^ + c» (ft» - a') -= 0, 
a: y z 

and therefore it passes always through the centre of the sphere. 
The equation to the osculating plane is somewhat complex^ 
but if we put 

a'(c'-ft») = ^, ft'Ca»-c') = 5, i?q?-c^^Cy 
and Bi^-C^^BW-C^^L, 

Ch? - A^ = Cf* - Ah* = M, 
Ay'-B:^ = Af-Bf^N, 
it takes the very symmetrical form 

(183) The equations to the helix being in the form 
X ^ a cos J, y = a sin -V , a:* + y' «= a', 

the equations to the tangent are 

a/ - X y' - y _ g' - g 
- y X h ' 

If 6 be the angle which this line makes with the axis of «, we 

find tan 6 » 7 * ^ ^ therefore constant, and the tangent is inclined 
h 

to the plane of (Xy y) always at the same angle. The tangent 

meets the plane of (x, y) in points forming a curve, the equation 

to which is easily found. For, making «' = in the equations 

to the tangent, we have 

h (x' - x)- yz = Oy h{y' - y)-\- xz - 0, 
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between which and the equations to the curve we have to elimi- 
nate X, y, z. The last equations may be put in the form 

kx' -hx '\- yz, hy' = hy -- xzi 
whence, by squaring and adding, 

A* (x'^^iD^ hW + aV, 

and therefore s^=» -j C^** + y" - «*), 

cr 

aj a a cos = ^ , ^ tz a sin ^ ^ ^ . 

But multiplying the equations by x and y and adding, we have 

xx' + yy' «a*; 
substituting in this for x and y, their preceding values, we have 

X cos ^i 2 L + y sm i^ ^ -^ = a ; 

a a 

which is the equation to the involute of the circle. 
The equation to the normal plane is 

xj/ -yx' •{'h (z' - «) =» 0. 

The equation to the osculating plane will be most readily found 
by maMng z the independent variable, and therefore d^z = ; 
this gives us ^ (^'y ^ y'^) ^ ^2 ^^. ^ ^-^ ^ ^ 

In both of these equations, if we make x' = 0, y' = 0, we find 
s^ - z, that is, both planes cut the axis of z at the same point, 
which is the corresponding co-ordinate of the point in the 
curve: their line of intersection is therefore parallel to the 
plane of (a;, y). It is easy to see that both planes axe inclined at 
a constant angle to the plane of (x, y), the direction-cosine of the 
normal plane being ^ ^ 

and that of the osculating plane being 

a' a 



the complement of the former, as is otherwise obvious. 



( 1*2 ) 

lAne of Chreatest Slope. 

(184) The line of greatest slope on a surface^ starting from 
any pointy is such that its tangent always makes a greater angle 
with a given plane than any other tangent line to the surface 
drawn through the same point. Since all the tangent lines at 
any point of a surface lie in the tangent plane^ that one which 
is perpendicular to the intersection of the tangent plane with the 
given plane^ makes the greatest angle with the plane. Hence 
the line of greatest slope on any surface has its tangent at every 
point perpendicular to the intersection of the tangent plane and 
the given plane. Take the plane of (x^ y) as the given plane^ 
and let the equation to the surface he 

F(x,y,z)^(i (1), 

so that the equation to the tangent plane at the point {Zy y^ z) is 

-(^-^) + -(y-y)+_(...)=0; 

the intersection of which with the plane of (a:, y) is given by 

the equations 

, ^ dF , dF , dF dF dF 

'^'^ d;^''-'dii^-''Tx'-Vdii^'Tz--^'^ 

The equations to the tangent to the required curve^ at the 
point (x, y, z), are in the form 

x'-xy'-yz^^z 

dx dy dz 

and if the lines (2) and (3) are perpendicular, we have 

dF , dF , ^ .^. 

^dy^-dx^O. (4). 

This differential equation, which expresses the general pro- 
perty of the line of greatest slope, combined with the equation 
(1), will serve to determine it; and if between (1) and (4) we 
eliminate «, we shall obtain a differential equation between 
X and y, which on integration gives the projection of the line 
of greatest slope on the plane of (x, y), 

(185) Let the given surface be the ellipsoid 

a? y' ^*_ 1 
a* c 
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and the given plane^ as before, the plane of (Xy y); then equation 

(4) becomes ^ y 

-8 dy -^^dx = 0, 
a b 

2 dx ,« dy ^ 
X y 

in which the variable z does not appear. The integral is 

of' = C^*". 
The constant C is to be determined by the condition of the Kne 
of greatest slope passing through any given point : if the co-ordi- 
nates of this be a, /3, the preceding equation becomes 

:0';(l' 

The intersection of this cylinder with the ellipsoid will give 
in general a curve of double curvature : but if the point (a, j3) 
lie in one of the principal planes of (y, z) or (Xy z) the line 
of greatest slope is plane ; for if it lie in the plane of (y, z)y 
a = 0, and therefore a: = 0, showing that the section of the ellip- 
soid bythe plane of (y, z), is the line of greatest slope. 

(186) Let the given surface be that represented by the gene- 
ral equation /|,\ 

the nature of which wiQ be explained in the following chapter. 
In this case equation (4) becomes 

xdx + ydy = 0, 
the integral of which is « '-/»"• 

SO that the line of greatest slope in these surfaces is projected 
on the plane of (a?, y) in a circle, the centre of which is at the 
origin ; that is, the line is determined by the intersection of the 
surface with a right circular cylinder, of which the aods is the 
ajus oiz. 
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CHAPTER X. 



OF THE OEKEBATION OP SUBFACBS BT THE HOTION OP CTJATES. 

(187) In inTestigating the equatjon to the plane (Art. S3), 
and those to the hyperboloid of one sheets and hyperbolic para- 
boloid (Arta. 136 and 141), we considered theee sur&ces as 
traced ont by the motioQ of a straight line constrained to move 
in a certain manner. An extension of this method gives us the 
means of conreniently classifying and discussing surfaces of 
which the equations are of a degree higher than the second. 
The general theory of the process for finding the eqoations to 
surfaces defined as generated by the motion of a curve may be 
explained in the following nuinner. 

(188) A line is represented by two equations to sur&ces 
inTolving x, y, z and constants ; we may suppose one of the 
constants in each equation to be arbitrary, and to admit of an 
indefinite number of values, corresponding to which the surface 
assumes different forms or positions; for the form and position 
of a surface depend on the values assigned to the constants in its 
equation. If we assume the equations to be solved with respect 
to these arbitrary constants, or parameters as they are styled, 
they are in the form 

fix, y, z) = c, fix. t,,z)^c, (1), 

or, as we may write them, 

« = c, t.-c, (1')- 

, on assigning different values to c and c, , the line deter- 
id by these two equations will change in form or in position, 
both, in consequence of the change in the surfaces. If c 
c, be independent, the line may be made to occupy all 
» within the space for which the equations (1') are satisfied 
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by possible values of the variables^ so that it will trace out a 
solid locus. But if we assume a relation to exist between c and 
c,, which may be expressed by the equation 

xf, (c, Cj) = 0, or Cj = 0(c) (2); 

then for each value of c the curve will assume only one deter- 
minate form or position^ and in passing through all its forms and 
positions it will trace out a surface. To determine the equation 
to this surface it is clear that we must obtain a relation between 
Xy y, and z, independent of the quantity c, which determines by 
its successive values the successive forms and positions of the 
curve. This is easily done by eliminating c between the equa- 

tioiis u = c, f? « (c) (3), 

the result of which is evidently 

v«4^(u) (4). 

(189) Hence^ when the parameters in the equation to the 
generator are given explicitly, it is very easy to find the equation 
to the surface, as when the relation between the parameters is 
given, the elimination is at once eflfected. Thus, for example, 
in finding the equation to the plane, since we suppose the gene- 
rator to move parallel to itself, the quantities a and b of the 
equations ar = CMJ+/>, y = bz ^ q, 

of Art. (26) are constant, and p and q are the variable para- 
meters, so that if they be written on one side of the equations, 
these then become x - az = p^ y - bz = q. 
Now the relation between p and q is to be found by the con- 
dition that the generator shall pass always through the director, 
of which the equations may be written 

X ^ Iz ■{■ h, y '^mz'h k, 
the condition for which is, by equation (5) of Art. (30), 

J9 - A _ y - A 
a "l b-m^ 
and this equation is the form of (2) appropriate to the present 
case. Hence, eliminating p and q by means of the equations 

X " dz =/>, y - bz^ q, 

/;, X ^ az - h y --bz ^ k 
we find = — = ^—- , 

a - / 6 - m 
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as the equation to the plane^ which is evidently of the first 
degree in x, y, z. 

(190) In what precedes we have assumed that there is only 
one variable parameter involved in the two equations to the 
generator^ but the subject may be considered more generally. 
For we may suppose the equations to the generator to contain n 
parameters c, , c^. , . .c^, so that they may be written 

f{x, y, z, c,, c, cj = 0, f^{xy y, z, c,, c^. . . -O == ^• 

Then in order that the motion of the generator may be com- 
pletely regulated, so that it shall trace out a surface, the n 
parameters must be connected by n - 1 relations, so as to leave 
one independent quantity only. If these relations be 

^i(^i O = ^y ^2(^1 O = i/;„.i(Cj cj = 0, 

the equation to the surface will be found by eliminating the n 
parameters between these n- I equations and the two equations 
of the generator, maldng n + 1 in all. 

(191) It usually happens in practice that the relation between 
the constants is not given directly, but is to be deduced from 
the geometrical condition that the generator shall pass always 
through some given director-line, as was the case in the pre- 
ceding example. It is easy to see that such a geometrical 
condition always corresponds to one relation between the pa- 
rameters. For if the equations to the director be 

F(^y yy ^) = 0, F^(x, y, z) = 0, 
in order to express that the generator passes constantly through 
it, we must make Xy y, z the same in these equations and in the 
equations to the generator 

f{Xy y, ^y ^1 O = ^» /i (^* yy ^y ^1 — O = ^• 

Between these four equations we may eliminate the three quan- 
tities Xy y, z^ so that we shall obtain a result involving c^, c^.-.c^ 
only, and which may be written as 

which is one relation between the parameters. A similar result 
may be obtained for every director on which the generator is 
constrained to rest, and consequently a curve which contains n 
constants in its equations, may be made to rest on n - 1 directors. 
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(192) When there is only one director we may obtain the 
result of the final elimination without previously finding the 
relation between the parameters which we have denoted by the 
equation c^ = <p (c). Let the equations to the generator be 

u = c, t? = (c), 
u and V being functions of Xy y, z; and the equations to the 
director p(^^ y^ ^) ^ q, F^ (x, y, z) = 0. 

Then if x'y y'y z' be the current co-ordinates of the generator, and 
u'y v' the values of u and t?, when x'y y'y %' are substituted for 
Xy yy Zy tho cquatious to the generator may be written as 

Vl ^ Uy V' =^ V'y 

and if we eliminate Xy yy z between these equations and the 
equations of the director, we shall obtain a result in x'y y'y z' 
independent of Xy yy Zy and which is therefore true for all points 
of the generator in all its positions, and consequently must be 
the equation of the required locus. 

(193) Sometimes instead of assigning a director through 
which the generator is to pass, the geometrical condition to 
which it is subject is, that the locus shall circumscribe a given 
surface, but this condition may be at once reduced to the pre- 
ceding. For let jp(^^ y^ ^) ^ 0- 

be the equation to the surface which is to be circumscribed, 
then the direction-cosines of the normal are proportional to 

-=- , -— - , -— . On the other hand, the direction-cosines of the 
ax ay az 

tangent to the curve determined by the equations 

axe proportional to 

du dv du dv _ p du dv du dv ^ ^ 
dy dz dz dy ^ dz dx dx dz ' 

du dv du dv ^ 
dx dy dy dx 

But since the surface described by the generator is to circum- 
scribe the surface F{xy yy z) = 0, the generator must touch it in 
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I 

every position^ and therefore be perpendicular to the normal. 
Consequently we hare the condition 

^dF ^dF ^dF 

ax ay az 

This is a relation between Xy y, z which holds for all points in 
which the surfaces touch each other^ and may be considered as 
the equation to a surface passing through the curve of contact. 
The generator therefore may be considered as constrained to 
pass through a director determined by the equations 

-n/- N ^ n dF ^ dF ^ dF 

(194) It is to be observed that surfaces generated in the 
manner we have been considering may differ from each other in 
two ways — either by having different generators or different 
directors. Those surfaces which admit of the same generator, 
that is, for which the forms of the fimctionsyandy^, or u and v 
in Art. (188), are the same, are said to belong to the same 
family y while the individual surfaces are distinguished by dif- 
ferences in the forms of the functions ^1,^2^ ^^'> *^^^ ^> ^ ^® 
nature of the directors on which the generator rests. In the 
examples with which we shall illustrate the theory we shall 
consider only two families of surfaces — those which have a 
straight line, and those which have a circle as generators. The 
former, or nded surfaces , as we have previously termed them, 
are conveniently divided into the two classes of skew and 
developable surfaces, the nature of the distinction between 
which was explained in Arts. (136) and (160). Since the equa- 
tions to a straight line contain four independent constants which 
may be considered as parameters, it appears from Art. (191) 
that no ruled surface can have more than three directors, as is 
the case in the hyperboloid of one sheet where they are straight 
lines. 

(195) It is only, however, in skew surfaces that there can be 
so many as three directors; for since in developable surfaces 
the successive generators intersect, the condition that this should 
happen gives one relation between the parameters. Thus, if we 
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suppose XyyyZ to be the current co-ordinates of one director^ 
^uViy ^1 of ^^ other, their equations being 

F{x, y,z)^0, F,(x,y,z)^Q (1), 

•^2(^1. Viy ^i) = 0, F,(x,, y,,z;)^0 (2)> 

the equations to the generator in any position are 

af-xy'-yz'-z .. 
= = (3), 

^-^1 y-Vi ^-^i 

^y t/i ^ being the current co-ordinates of the generator. Now, 
since two successive generators intersect, the points a?, y, z^ 
^\yy\y \ must be so taken that the tangents to the curves at 
those points are in the same plane, see Art. (160); and the 
equations of the tangents to (1) and (2) being 

tjlJL ^Vlzl. J.JII. (4) 

dx dy dz 

flzfi = yjiyj=?ji5 f5v 

dx^ dy^ dz^ ^ ^ * 

the condition for these lying in the same plane is, by Art. (30), 
{dydz^ dy^dz)(x-x^)+(dzdx^'' dxdz^Q/-y^+(dxdy^'- dx^dy) («-« J= 

(6). 

The differentials in this equation may be eliminated by means 

of the dijSerentials of (1) and (2), and then (6) is a relation 
between the quantities Xy y, &c., which, combined with the six 
equations (1), (2) and (3), gives seven equations, between which 
the six quantities x, y, &c., may be eliminated, and a relation 
obtained between x', y', z', which is the equation to the develop- 
able surface. 

(196) Since the successive generators of a developable surface 
intersect, they will by their intersection determine a curve to 
which they are all tangents. This curve has been called by 
French writers the '* Arfete de rebroussement " of the develop- 
able surface, and the term has been translated into the English 
phrase ^^ edge of regression" : perhaps, however, the name 
*^ cuspidal edge" expresses better the meaning of the French 
words. This curve is a remarkable line on the surface, as it is a 
prominent edge which offers a salient angle in all plane sections 
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except thoBe which pase throogh a generator. It appears from 
the nature of the curve that the sur&ce falls away horn it in two 
sheets, so that it is an extreme boundary to the surface ; it is 
evidently a curve of double curvature, since if it were a plane 
curve its tangents would lie all in one plane, and the developable 
surface would then be reduced to a plane. The student may 
perhaps obtain a more distinct idea of the nature of this line by 
the inspection of fig. (27). 

(197) Every developable surface has a cuspidal edge peculiar 
to itself; in the case of cones it is reduced to a point, and in 
cylinders this point is removed to an infinite distance. Hence, 
when the equations to any curve of double curvature are given, 
we may find the equation to the developable surface of which it 
is the edge ; for if its equations be 
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in each of which the second side may be looked on as a single 
variable parameter, so that they are given explicitly as c and c^ 
in Art. (188). But in order that the generator may move so as 
to trace out a surface, some relation between these parameters 
must exist ; and we may express this by writing the equation 

Iz - nx = ip (Jy - mx) (3). 

Eliminating a, /3, 7 between (2) and (3), we have 

Iz -nx' = <^ Qy' - mx') (4) 

as the general equation to cylindrical surfaces, the individual 
surface being determined by the nature of the function 0. 

(199) If we assume that the generator is determined by the 
more general equations 

Ix + my -^ nz^^y \x-\^ mjy + Wj^ = 8^ . . . . (5), 
we easily find the general equation to cylindrical surfaces to be 

l^x + m^y + w/ = (fe + wiy 4- w^:) (6), 

so that if we have given an equation in which one linear func- 
tion of Xy y, z is made equal to any function of another linear 
function of these variables, that equation represents a cylindrical 
surface. 

(200) To find the equation to a cylinder of which the director 
is a plane curve determined by the equations 

Aa; + /xy + y2J = 8, F(x,yyz)^0 (7), 

let the equations to the generator be 

x' - X y' - y z' " z .^. 

—1- =? — ' = (8); 

I m n 

between these four equations we have to eliminate x, y, and z^ 

Each of the ratios (8) is equal to 

X(x - x)-\- fjt,(i/ - y) + y (z* - z) _ \x' + /xy' -^ vz' - S 

l\ + mpu + HP IX + nifM -^ nv ' 

in virtue of the first of equations (7). Hence if we put 

l\ + mn + nv = ky 

we find x^sl "-T Q^' + y^y + vzl - 8), 

y = y' - ^ (Xx' + /xy' + yz' - 8), 

z^ z' - - (\x' + fjiy' + pz' - 8); 

a; m 
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and these valces being scbstihited in the equation F(x, y, 2) <= 0, 
give a relation between a!, y', ^ and constants, which is the equa- 
tion to the c^lindet. 

(201) Let the director be the ellipse 

8=0, -+f-|. 
a' 6' 

In this case X >- 0, fx. = 0, y - 1, S - 0, * - », whence 

tuf! -le m' - tnz 

x~ , V - -^ , 

n ' n 

so that the equation to the cylinder is 

(.•^.HSL^.n. (,). 

(202) Let Uie cylinder circumscribe the ellipsoid 

^4a!'+^y + ^V=l (10); 

dien by Art (167) the director is determined by equation (10) 

combinedwith AU ■¥ A'my + A'nt = d (U), 

the equations to the generator being 

d -x %i — y ^ — z ,. „. 

— ^ = ^^-^ :^ = r 02> 

But on combining equations (11) and (12), we have in virtue 

of (10) Axd ^rAyii + a:^~\ (13), 

and we may use (11) and (13) for the elimination of x, y, z 
instead of (10) and (n> From (12) we have 

x = sd -Ir, y = y'- fftr, » = «* - «f j 
which substituted in (11) and (12) gives 

AJ£ + Amy' + A'rai - (AP + A'nf + A'n*) r = ... (14), 
Aj^ + AY + -^'2^ - » - (-^^ + -^W + -^'"h r - — (15> 
Eliminating r between (14) and (15), we obtain 
(^P+-i'«t'+^"M»X.<lJ!'*+^'j/'+^'«''-lH-4^+^'»>y'+-^'n«')'-(16), 
as the equation to the circumscribing cylinder. If ^ be the 
' of the ellipsoid which is parallel to the generators 
er, its direction-cosines are /, m, n, and heiLce &om 
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which, substituted in (16), makes the equation to the cylinder 

Aa!^ + Ay'^ + A'J^ - 1 = p» {Ah! -f Amy' + A'n^iJ : 
in this may be recognized the form (6) of (Art, 149) for the 
equation to a surface of the second order which circumsgribes 
another surface of the same order. 

Conical Stirfae^s. 

(203) Conical surfaces are generated by the motion of a straight 
line which passes constantly through a fixed point. To find their 
general equation, let a, J, c be the co*ordinates of the fixed 
point; then the equations to the generator pxay be written 93 

x-a^y-b^z-c ^-^ 

— 7 \^h 

I m n 

whence = - , = — (2). 

z - c n z - c n 

Now a, b, c are constant, while /, m, n are the variable para- 
meters, since they vary with the position of the generator: hence 

in equations (2) the ratios ->, ^ may be considered as parameters 

n n 

given explicitly, and in order ttat the generator may in its 

motion trace out a surface, the one of these must be some 

function of the other, which is expressed by writing 

^ = «(^^ (3), 

whence elinijxating I, m, n by mewis of (3), we hav^ 

'-^=f(y^] (4) 

z- c \z- cj ^ 

as the general equation to conicfd surfaces. 

If the fixed point be taken as origin a = 0, J = 0, c = 0, and 
the equation (4) becomes 



This may be written as 



r*|i » 



X y\_ 



*!-_,. 0, 



in which form we see that it is equivalent to saying that it is a 

M 2 



i 



f. 
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homogeneous {iinetion of x, y, z equated to zero: so that we 
have thus extended to all conical surfaces the remark made in 
Art. (81) on cones of the second degree. 

(S04) Let the cone be that of which the director is the plane 
curve determined by the equations 

Ix-^-my -^-nz-^y F{zy y, z) = (6). 

If the co-ordinates of the vertex be a, b, c, the equations to 
the generator may be written as 



x'^a j/ - ft _ g^ - 



c 



(u 



X -a y - b z - c 
since it passes through the point (a, b, c% and also through a 
point Xy y, z of the director. Each of these ratios is equal to 

l{x'-d)-¥fn (y'-b) -^-niji - 6) __ ? (a;' - g) + m (y" - ft ) + n (g' - c) 
/ (a: - a) + m (y - ft) + » (« - c) 8 - (fa + mft + nc) 

in virtue of the first of equations (6). Hence if we put 

fa + mft + wo = rf, we find 

hi + my' + nz' -d 

f, l(d-B)(t,'-b) 
Ix' + my' -\- nsf - d^ 

2 = c--(''-^)^^-'') 



Ix' + my^ + nz' - d^ 

which values substituted in F(xy y, z) = 0, give a relation 
between x\ y'y z which is the required equation. If the director 
lie in the plane of (a:, y), so that /= 0, m= 0, n = 1, S= 0, rf= c, 
the resulting equation is 

^ fasf - ex' bz - cy'\ ^ .. 

^[-v^'-^y' («> 

If the director be the circle of which the equations are 

« = 0, a:* + y* = r'*, 
then the equation to an oblique cone with a circular base is 

(az' - cx'y + {bz' -cy'J^r' {z' -c)\... (9). 

(205) Let the cone circumscribe the ellipsoid 

Jia;' + ^y + J[ V = 1 (1 0); 
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then by equation (1 7) of Art. (165) the curve of contact is given 
by the combination of (10) with 

Aax + A'by + A'cz =1 (11), 

a, 6, c being the co-ordinates of the vertex of the cone. 
The equations to the generator may be written 

£zf =yLiy = lif (i2> 

a - X b - y c -z 
On subtracting (10) from (1 1), and multiplying each term by the 
corresponding member of (12), we have 

Axx' + A:yt/ + A"zz' =1 (13), 

and the system (11) and (13) may be used instead of (10) and 
(11) for tiie elimination of a?, y, z. Multiply the numerator and 
denominator of each member of (12) by Aa, A'by A'c respec- 
tively, and add, then by Theorem i. of Art. (22) each member 
of (12) is equal to 

Aa {pi - a?) + Ab ij/ -y)-^ AUc (si - z) Aax' + Aby' 4- A'cz* - 1 
Aa (a - a:) + Ab (4 - y) + A'c (c - «) ' ^a' + ^'J' + u4V- 1 ' 
in virtue of (10) and (12). Again, doing the same with 
Ax'i At/ y A'z'y we have each ratio equal to 
Ax' (x' --x)-^ Ai/ (y' -y)'^Az'(z' ^z) Asf^ + Ay^ + Az^ - 1 
Ax' la-x) + Ay' (b'-y) + Az' (c-z) Aax' + Aby^ + A'cz' - 1 
and hence equating these ratios, we have 
(^a'+^'y+^V- l)(^a;'V^y'+^V»- lyiAax'-^Aby'+Acz'" Ij 

.... (14), 
as the equation to the cone. 

Let tiie distance of (a, i, c) from the origin be r, and its direc- 
tion-cosines therefore -,-,-, and let p be the portion of r 

T T T 

intercepted between the surface and the origin, or tiie diameter 
to the plane of contact, tiien at the extremity of p 

r T 

which being substituted in (10) give 



a; = o-, y = b^y z = c- 
r r r 



Aa'-hAV-hAc'^^.y 



so tiiat the equation to the circumscribing cone may be written 
(f - p*) (Ax'' +Ay'' + A'z'' - 1) = p' (Aax' + Aby' + A'cz' - Ij. 






■> .-» 
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(hnoidal Sur/aee». 

(S06) Conoidal Btu&ces are generated by the motion of a 
etTaight line which passes through a fixed axis and lemains 
alwa^ perpendicular to it 

Let the equations to the axis be 

iZi.y^.l^ (1); 

dien, since the generator is perpendicular to this axis, it lies in 

the plane & + my + n« - S (2), 

and bIbo in some plane paesing through the axis, the equation to 
which may be written 

n(y - b) ~ m (z - c) •> B,{n(x - a) ~ l(z - c)}. . . .(3), 
and S and £, being the arbitrary parameters, tJiere must be some 
relation between them, as S = dt(S) ■ 
whence we have 

as the general equation to conoidal surfaces. If we take the 
axis of 2 as the axis of the surface, we have 2=0, m " 0, n= It 
a — 0, & " 0, » 0, BO that in this case the equation becomes 



-(!)■ 



showing that the ordinate parallel to tlie axis of the conoid is 
equal to a homogeneous function of dimensions in x and y. 
This is the class of surf^s treated of in Art. (186). 

(iS07) Let the director be the plane curve determined by the 
equations in- my + n« = S, F(x, y, z) = 0, 

and take the axis of z as the axis of the surface ; then the 
equations to the generator are 

ff^-S^. .' = .. 
X y 

; the current co-ordinates of the generator : dom 

e 
y' _ las' + my' _lx' + my Ix ' * iwy' 
y Ix* my S-jw Z-nz' ' 
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whence x^x r=-i ? > V = y n r > « « « , 

which values, substituted in F(x, y, z) » 0^ give 

as the equation to the conoid. 

(208) Let the director be the circle of which the equations are 

« = J, y* + «* * a* ; 
then the equation to the conoid is 

^X- + «" = »S or x^z" = a V» - by^ 
x 

This surface is called the cono-cuneus of Wallis, that mathema- 
tician having been the first who conceived it and investigated its 
properties. It is easy to see that planes «' « + c parallel to (x', y') 
cut it in two straight lines so long as c is less than a, but when 
c is greater than this value the planes do not meet it, so that the 
surface is limited within the space included between the planes 
z ^ + df z ^ — ct. 

(209) To find the equation to the tangent plane and the 
nature of the contact in the cono-cuneus. Dropping the accents 
we may write the equation to the surface as 

then, x', y\ z being the current co-ordinates of the tangent plane, 
its equation is t^zz' ^{(f -- :f)xx' + Vyy' ^a?^. 
To find the lines in which this meets the surface, we must com- 
bine these equations with 

(a'-O^^-iV^O. 
The second equation gives 

*W = ^ («*-««') + («* - «') ^'f 
from which, on eliminating y and y' by means of the first and 
third equations, we have 

(a» - ^j(€f - z'^^x' ^xz(z-- z) + (a* - :f)x' ; 
whence, by squaring both sides and omitting the terms which 
destroy each other, we find 

(a» - 7?) {s? - z'^) x'^ = a?7?{z- zj + 2xz (o» -«")(«- z)x. 
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This may be put in the form 

(z - «') [(a* - 2^ {x'^(z + z) - 2xzaf} - a^s^ (z - zT)] = 0, 
which it is easy to see may be split into the two factors 

z-zf =:0, 

(a' - «*) {x'^ (z-vsO" 2xzaf} - 2^*2* («-«') = 0. 
The former^ combined with the equation to the tangent plane, 
gives a straight line which is in fact the generator, the other 
gives a curve of the third order. Hence the tangent plane cuts 
the surface in two lines, one of the first, the other of the third 
order. 

(210) Let the director of the conoid be the helix of which 
the equations are 

X = a cos nzy y ^ a sin nz. 
The equations to the generator are 



^ = £ 



, z =z. 



X y 
whence ^'y _ y'^ _ q^ ^j. ^» gjj^ ^^ _ y' ^^^ nz^ ; 

and the equation to the conoid is, therefore, 

x' sin nz - y cos nz = 0. 
This remarkable surface, which may be called the '' skew screw 
surface," to distinguish it from another of which we shall speak 
presently, is that which forms the under surface of a spiral 
staircase, and is consequently one which is frequently presented 
to the eye, aad is also easily constructed. 

To find the equation to the tangent plane ; the equation to the 
surface being xsianz-y cos nz = 0, 

that to the tangent plane is 
sin nz (x' -x)- cos nz (y ~y) + n(x cos nz + y sin nz) (z' - z)- 0; 

but since = -r^ — this may be reduced to 

cos nz smnz 

yx' - xy' +n(a!? + f^ (z - z)= 0. 

(211) Let the conoid circumscribe the sphere 

(:c - ay + (y - /3/ + (^ - 7/ = r» ( 1 ), 

the equations to the generator being 

u = x'y - yx =0, v -z - z^ ^, 



-* # • • • 
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the equation of Art. (193) becomes 

dF dF ^ 
dx dy 
so that in this case the director consists of (1) combined with 

« (a: - a) + y Cy - i3) = (2). 

The equations to the generator 

X y' , 
X y 

give ^' -^ ^ (^ - g) + y' (y - /3) a;^ (a? - a) + y' (y - ^) 

X y x{x-'a) + y(y - fi) 

in virtue of (2), consequently 

«'(^-a) + y'(y-i3) = 0; 
x-ay-(i (x--a)y'-(y-(i)x'^X'-ay\ 
y -X x" + y" ^ x'' + y" ' 

whence x^a^y'^^, y-/3 = .a;'^^; 

and, on substituting in (1), we have 

Oc' - ayj = (a;" + y") {^ - (^' - if} 
as the required equation. 

Skew Surfaces having more than one Director. 

(212) In the families of surfaces which we have been 
considering there is only one director, so that the requisite 
eliminations are sufficiently simple ; we shall now give some 
examples of the investigation of the equations of ruled surfaces 
which have more than one director. The equations to the 
generator, when put in the form 

X - a y- (i z - y 
I m n ^ 

appear to contain six parameters, but as they can always be 
reduced to the form 

x = az-¥p, y = bz + q, 
we see that there are really only four independent parameters. 
The condition that the generator shall pass through a director 
gives one relation between the constants, and if there be three 
directors we have thus three equations involving the constants 
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which, combined with the two equations to the generator, give 
us five equations, between which the four parameters may be 
eliminated, and an equation obtained between x^ y, z^ which is 
the equation to the surface. 

(S13) Find the equation to the surface generated by the 

motion of a straight line which passes through the circumference 

of a circle, and also through two straight lines at right angles to 

each other and parallel to the plane of the circle, their shortest 

distance passing through its centre. Taking the centre of the 

circle as origin and the axis of z coinciding with the shortest 

distance, the equations to the directors are 

(1) a; = 0, y' + «* = a*, (2) « = 0, a: = J, (3) y = 0, a: = - I. 

The equations to the generating line are 

X -a y-/3 z- y 

I m n ' 

As it intersects (2), we have 

X -b z J « z 

= - and - 



/ n I X -b 

As it intersects (3) 

l+i.y and ^ = ^L.. 
I m I x + b 

As it meets (1), a, /3, y may be supposed to satisfy these equa- 
tions, and as a a 0, the equations to the generator give 

n xz bz 

ymZ—rX^Z- 



I X -b x-b* 

Q ^ ^ by 

I «+6 x+b 



so that 

{x^by ' ix-bj'v 

is the required equation. 

(214) Find the equation to a surface defined in the follow- 
ing manner. On the opposite sides AB, CD (fig. 28) of an 
oblique parallelogram are described two semicircles having their 
planes perpendicular to that of the parallelogram ; the surface 
is traced out by a straight line which rests on these semicircles 
and on a straight line MON passing through the centre of the 



1 
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parallelogram and perpendictdar to the plane of the circles. 
Take the plane of the parallelogram as the plane of (x, y)y and 
the straight line MON as the axis of y : then if be the origin^ 
the equations to the three directors may be written as 

«- 0, 2?«0 (I), 

y-^J, {x-df^^^f^ (2), 

y = J, (a; + a)' + «» = f* (8). 

We may at once express the condition that the generator passes 
through the director (l) by writing its equations 

^ = «(y-0), «-7(y-i3) (4). 

The conditions that it shall rest on (2) and (3) give the equations 

{ a (4 + /3) + a}* -h 7* (J + ^)' = r» (5), 

{a (i - 0) + a}* + y (J - j3)» - f* (6); 

from which, by subtraction, we have 

/3 (W + ao + jy*) = (7). 

This equation may be satisfied by /3 » 0, but that would corre- 
spond to the generator passing always through the origin, in 
which case the surface would be a cone ; we take, therefore, the 

other solution fta' + aa + Jy" «= ^ (®) * 

which, being substituted in (5), reduces it to 

(b'-fi')aa'^b(f-'if) (9). 

Between the four equations (4), (8), (9) we may eliminate the 
three parameters a, /3, y, and we obtain as the final equation, 
which is that of the surface, 

(215) When there are only two directors, some other geome- 
trical relation must be assigned in order that the motion of the 
generator may be completely regulated. The condition most 
usually taken is that the generator shall remain parallel to a 
fixed plane ; in this case we may find a general equation for the 
class of sur&ces so generated. Taking the plane of (x, y) as 
parallel to the fixed plane, the equations to the generator are 

« « o, y «= /iJa: + y. 
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Now the conditions of the generator resting on two directors 
give two relations between the parameters 

^(a,/3,y)=0, i^,(a,0,7)=O; 
from which we may find values for two of them in terms of the 
third, as 13 = ^ (a), 7 = 0, (a). 

Eliminating then a, fi, y between these equations and those to 
the generator, we have 

y = x^ (z) + ^, (z) 
as the general equation to ruled surfaces, generated by the 
motion of a straight line which is always parallel to the plane of 

(216) As an example of such surfaces take the following. 
A sphere touches a circle of equal radius in the centre; the 
surface is traced out by a straight line which, always parallel 
to a plane perpendicular to that of the circle, touches the sphere 
and passes through the circumference of the circle. Take the 
plane of the circle as that of (x, y), its centre being the origin, 
and the plane of (a:, z) parallel to the fixed plane; the equations 

to the generator are ^ ^ ^^ y = fiz + y (IJ; 

those to the directors are 

a:* + y* = a', z= (2), 

iu* + y' + 25* - 2a;j; = 0, /3y + « - a = (3), 

the last equation being the condition that the generator shall 
touch the sphere. The condition of the generator passing 
through (2) gives the equation 

a' + 7' = a' (4); 

the condition that it shall pass through (3) gives 

/3 (a'jS + 2ay - fiy^) = 0. 

This may be satisfied by /3 = 0, which would lead to the equa- 
tion of a cylinder perpendicular to the plane of (x, y), a solution 
which evidently satisfies the geometrical conditions. The other 
factor gives a'0 + 2ay - 187' = (5). 

Between (1), (4) and (5) we may eliminate a, )3, 7, and we 
obtain as the equation to the surface 



! 
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Developable Surfaces. 

(217) In Art. (197) we showed that any developable surface 
may be considered as generated by the motion of a straight 
line which is always a tangent to the cuspidal edge. Let the 
equations to the cuspidal edge be 

then^ if x', y', z be the current co-ordinates of the tangent, its 
equations may be written 

«' - * («) = *' («) (« - «)> 

between these two equations we may eliminate «, and we then 
obtain an equation between a?', y', z, which is the equation to 
the surface. 

(218) Thus if the cuspidal edge be the helix 

X - a cos nzy y = a sin nz, 
the equations to the tangent are 

of - a cos nz ^ - na sin nz (z' - z), 
y' - a sin nz^ na cos nz {z - £), 

To eliminate Zy multiply by cos nz^ sin nz and add, then 

X cos nz + y' sin nz ^a\ 
squaring both equations and adding, we have 

a:'» + y'»-a»=.nV(«'-;?)^ 

whence z^ z -^ ^ ^ , 

na 

and therefore 

r .^{x'^ + y'^-ai\ , . f ,^{x'^-vy'^-a^j\ 
x cos lnz-\- ^ 2 L\ + y' sm <»2f T ^^ ^ ^ > * «> 

which is the equation to the surface. 

(219) This surface is called the " developable screw surface," 
to distinguish it from that of which we treated in Art. (210). 
It is obvious from the form of the equation that the surface falls 
back from the cuspidal edge ; for as the equation becomes im- 
possible when jjj'a ^ y'a < ^^ 
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no part of the surface lies within the cylinder on which the 
helix is traced. If in the equation to the surface we make 
z = 0, we have 

a! cos ^^ ^ ^ T y sin ^: ^ ^ = a, 

a o, 

showing that the section of the surface by the plane of (a;', y) is 
the involute of the circle. 

If we take the upper of the double signs in the equation to 
the surface, we find that the direction-cosines of the tangent 
plane axe proportional to 



cos 



{^_(^±^*}-f, ^^M^±^-y- 



and n (a:* + y* - a*) ; 

firom which we see that the cosine of the inclination of the 
tangent plane to the plane of (a;, y) is 

na 

. (1 + nV)^ 
and is therefore constant. 

(220) Let the cuspidal edge be the equable spherical spiral 
of which the equations are 

y* « 2rx -a?, / - 2rx. 
The equations to the tangent are 

yy' -(r- x)x' = rxy zz' -r{x -k- x'); 
if we take the values of y and z derived from the second pair of 
equations and substitute them in the first pair, we obtain the 
two following quadratic equations in x, 

{(r - xj + 1/^} ^ + 2r irx - a?" - y'^) « + i^x^ = 0, 

f^a? + 2r {rx - z^^ x + f^x^ = 0. 
Between these two equations we may eliminate x^ and the result 
is, after simplifying and dividing by f*«'*, 

a?" {x^ + y** - 2rrp7 

= 4(;?'»-aj^-y'»){(rrc'-;?'')(f^-ra^) + (r» + ra:'-;0(^'' + y''-^^')}> 
which is the required equation to the developable surface of 

which the edge is the equable spherical spiral. 
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SarfaoeB of BevoltUion. 

(221) Of surfaces admitting of a circle as generator we shall 
consider those of revolution alone. These may be defined as 
generated by the motion of a circle of variable radius^ the centre 
of which moves along a straight line to which the plane of the 
circle is always perpendicular: the circumference of the circle 
passes always through the curve which, by its revolution round 
the axis, generates the surface, and which in fact is the director. 

Let the equations to the fixed straight line, or axis, as it is 
called, be ^_^ ^ y^ ^ g -. y 

I m . n * 

then the generator in any position may be determined by the 
intersection of a sphere of which the centre is at the point 
a, /3, 7 with a plane perpendicular to the axis. The equation to 
such a plane is in the form 

Ix + my + nz = c, 
and that to the sphere is 

(a; - a/ + (y - /3)' + (;? - 77 = r^ = c, ; 

in this case the parameters are c and c^, and if the relation 

between them be c - 6 (c) 

the general equation to surfaces of revolution is 

(a; - a/ + (y - )3)* + (25 - 7)' ^ i^Qx ■\- my -v m). 

If »we take the axis of ;s as the axis of revolution, Z = 0, m = 0, 
n B 1, and if (a, /3, 7) be taken as origin, the equation becomes 

which is equivalent to 

^ + y* » ♦ («)> or « « ylfipf + y'> 
This form may be derived immediately by considering the 
generator as determined by the intersection of a right circular 
cylinder with a plane. 

(222) To find the surface generated by the revolution of a 
straight line roimd an axis which it does not meet. The director 
in this case is a straight line : let its equations be 

I m » * 
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then, if the axis of z be taken as the axis of revolution, the 
equations to the generating circle are 

and, by Art. (192), we may write them 

Now a: « a + - (« - c), y = J + — (^j - c), 

n m 

and therefore, eliminating x, y and Zy we have 

« + y ' J— (;? - c? - 2 (« - c) = a' + y 

^ ir n 

as the equation to the surface of revolution, which is evidently 
a hyperboloid of revolution, round the axis of z. 

(223) Let the surface be generated by the revolution of a 
circle round an axis lying in the plane of the circle. Taking, as 
before, the axis of 2; as that of revolution, and supposing the 
director to be in the plane of (a;, z\ its equations may be written 

as {x--hj^z=^a\ y^ 0, 

a being the radius of the circle and h the distance of its centre 
from the origin ; and those to the generating circle are 

«* + y* = y^, « = 7, 

or x^ + y* = ar* + y", z = z. 
Hence, as y = 0, x^ (x'^ + y'*) , 

and therefore {(a?" + y '»)*-*}'+ 2j'' = a» (1). 

On clearing this equation of radicals, and, for convenience, 
dropping the accents, this equation becomes 

(x^ + y» + «» + y - ay - 4^ (:r» + y'^) = (2), 

which is of the fourth degree. It is easy to see from the form 
(I) that the surface is limited between the planes z = ■¥ a and 
jj{ = - a, and that its form diflFers according as i is greater or less 
than a. If J > a, no part of the surface approaches nearer to 
the surface than a distance equal to b -a, so that the axis 
never meets the surface. In this case it is the bounding surface 
of an anchor ring. If J < o there is an interior sheet which 
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meets the external sheet at two points in the a'&is, the distances 
of which from the origin are 

All sections of this surface made by planes perpendicular to the 
axis are pairs of concentric circles. For if 2; = A be the equation 
to such a plane, we must have h<a, and hence the equation to the 
projection of the section on the plane of (x, y) is, if we put 

or (^+ J^y- 2(y + cOCic' + f)+Q>' - c^/ = 0, 

which is decomposable into the two equations 

AU sections made by planes parallel to the axis are lemniscates 
of various kinds : those made by planes at a distance less than 
b - a from the axis will consist of two distinct ovals, those made 
by planes at a greater distance will be one continuous curve. 
K the cutting plane be y = J - a, the equation to the section 

becomes (tt'-^sl'f^ 4b {aa^ - (i - a) ;?'}, 

which is the lemniscate of Bernoulli. 

(2S4) If the surface of revolution, of which the axis is the 
axis of j;, is to circumscribe a given surface F(Xf y, z) = 0, then, 
by Art. (193), the equations to the director are 

dF dF 

Let the given surface be the ellipsoid of revolution 

then this equation is to be combined with 

X t/ 

«(y - i3) - y (ip - a) = 0, <^^ - = 3 • 

The equations to the generator may be assumed to be 

a:" + y" = «' + y^ z' ^ z ; 

hence £ = ^ = ± ^±1(1* = , C*!^^ )* 

N 



t, 
t 
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r -(3 — @— - 1±(«-+ rt' -(«'+m'). 

Substituting these values and that of 2 in the equation to the 
ellipsoid of revolution, we have 

as the equation to the surface of revolution, which, having the 
axis of 2 as its axis, circumscribes the given ellipsoid. 



( 179 ) 



CHAPTER XI. 



ENVELOPS TO SURFACES. 

(226) If the equation to a surface involve an arbitrary con- 
stant or parameter, we may suppose this quantity to receive a 
succession of values, in consequence of which the surface will 
change in form, or in position, or in both ; then the surface 
which touches the moveable surface in all its positions and 
forms is called the envelop to the series of surfaces which are 
formed by assigning dl possible values to the parameter. 

Let the equation to the surface involving the arbitrary con- 
stant or parameter a, be 

f(x, y, 25, o) = (1). 

Then if a become a + A, the equation 

f(x, y, 2J, a + A) = (2) 

represents the same surface in another form or position, which 
may be brought as near to the original one as we please by 
making h as small as we please. Now if between (1) and (2) 
we eliminate a, we obtain the equation to a surface 

F(x,y,z,h) = (3), 

which passes through the intersection of (1) and (2) inde- 
pendently of any value of a. But by diminishing h we may 
make (1) and (2) approach as nearly as we please, and the limit 
to which (3) tends, as A is diminished, is 

F(x,y,z)=:0 (4). 

But we should have arrived at the same result if we considered 
the limit of the intersection of 

f(x, y, z,a)=0 and f(x, y,z,a-h)=0; 

and therefore the equation (4) is the limit of the equation to the 
surface which passes through the intersection of /(^, y, ;?, a) = 

n2 
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wiiixf(Xy y, «, a + A) = and f(x, y, 2, a - A) = 0, as A is inde- 
finitely diminished^ or the equation 

F(x, y, «) = 
represents a surface which is the limit of the surfaces passing 
through two lines which ultimately coincide, and it is therefore 
the equation to a surface touching the surface f(xy y, «, a) = 0, 
in which these lines lie ; and as it is independent of a, this 
is true for all positions of the moveable surface; and conse- 
quently it is the equation to the envelop. 

(826) Now if we put u =f{x, y, z, a) * 0, we have 

^/ , du , (Pu K 

f[x, y, «, a + A) = w + — A + — ^ — - 4 &c. = 0, 

aa da 1.2 

which, as t< = 0, is equivalent to 

, (du A d^u o 1 

\da 1.2 rfo* J 

rhis gives either A = 0, or 

du A d^u o 

— + — - ;j-5 + &c. = 0. 

da 1.2 dcr 

The former would imply that a does not receive any increment, 
or that it is absolutely constant, which is inconsistent with our 
assumption. We must therefore take the other equation 

du A d^u ft 

da 1.2 da^ 
which, when A is indefinitely diminished, has for its limit 

du 
da 
Hence, instead of eliminating a between (1) and (2), and then 
maldng A = in the result, we shall obtain the same equation 

by eliminating a between 

^ du 
w = 0, and -— = 0, 

da 

and the result is the equation to the envelop. 

Since, by what has been said, the envelop passes through the 
intersection of two consecutive surfaces, when A is indefinitely 
diminished, it is frequently called the locus of the ultimate inter- 
sections of a series of surfaces described after a given law. 
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(227) Before proceeding further we may illustrate the pre- 
ceding theory by a simple example. Let it be required to find 
the envelop of a series of spheres determined by the equation 

(a; - a/ + y' + ^ - w V = ( 1 ), 

in which a is the variable parameter. These spheres will change 
both in form and in position with the variation of a, the radius 
being in fact proportional to the distance of the centre from a 
fixed point. Differentiating (1) with respect to a, and equating 
to zero, we have a; - a + w'a = (2). 

From this we have a = 5 , and by means of this eliminating 

l-n 

a from (1), we have 



nV 



H- y' + «* = 



n^-1 

as the equation to the envelop, which is evidently a right cone, 
if n< I and is reduced to a point if n> I, 

(228) The two equations 



w = 0, ^- = 
da 

may be viewed in a somewhat different light : for if we consider 
a as constant in both, they each represent a surface, and taken 
together they represent a line, which is in fact the line in which 
the envelop touches the surface u= 0, corresponding to the 
particular value of a. Now if this line be supposed to change 
in position or form in consequence of the variation of a, it wiU^ 
according to the theory developed in the previous chapter, trace 
out a surface which is of course the same as the envelop. This 
curve has been named by Monge the characteristic, because it 
determines the family of the envelop exactly as in the generation 
of a surface by a line, which is the intersection of two surfaces, 
the family of the surface generated is determined by the line 
of intersection, independently of the particular law of variation 
of the parameter. 

(229) In the example which we have just adduced, if the 
equation to the sphere be called w = 0, we have 

3- = a: - (1 - n') a = : 
da 
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this is the equation to a plane perpendicular to the axis of x, 
and the characteristic is the circle determined by the intersection 
of this plane with the sphere t^ = 0. From the equation to the 
plane it is obvious that whatever a may be, the plane does not 
pass through the centre of the sphere, and consequently the 
characteristic is in this case a small circle of the sphere. 

(230) It is easy to shew that the surface u - 0,ia which a is 
supposed to be constant, is always touched by the surface w = 0, 
in which a is supposed to be a function of x, y, Zy determined 
by the equation ^^ 

da 

For the position of the tangent plane of the first surface is 
determined by the quantities 

du du du 
^^ d^' &• 

which are proportional to the direction-cosines. In the second 

surface, where a is a function of x,y^zia virtue of the equation 

du 

•^- = 0, the tangent plane is determined by the quantities 

da 

du du da du du da du du da 
dx da dx' dy da dy* dz da dz ' 

du 
and in consequence of the condition -r~ <= 0, these quantities are 

da 

reduced to those which precede; therefore the tangent planes 

coincide, and the surfaces touch each other. 

(231) Again, the three surfaces of which the equations are 

f(x, y, z, a) «= 0, f(x, y,Zya + K)= 0, f(Xy y, «, a - A) = 

will in general intersect each other in a point, the co-ordinates 
of which may be found from these equations. If we write 
them in the form 

, du A' d^u r. 

U - h -ri- + Z 7-5- &C. = 0, 

da 1.2 da 
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they are equivalent to the three 

, fdu h d^u n 1 
\da 1.2 d(^ J 

\dc? 3.4 rfa* J 

On rejecting the factors h and }^ and taking the limit as A is 



w = 0, -7- = 0> -7-2 = 0, 



indefinitely diminished, we find the equations 

du d?u 

da ^ dd 

as those for determining the point which is common to three 

consecutive positions of the surface, or, what is equivalent, to two 

consecutive positions of the characteristic. A series of these 

points must in general exist corresponding to successive values 

of a, and the equation to the line in which they lie may be 

found by eliminating a between any two pair of these three 

equations, so as to obtain two equations in a:, y, « independent of 

o, representing two surfaces the intersection of which determine 

the line in question. 

It is clear that this line must lie on the envelop, because we 

du 
may first eliminate a between w = and — = 0, which gives us 

the envelop, and then eliminate a again between either of these 
equations and — ^ = 0, so as to obtain the second equation. 

This line, which is a very remarkable one on the enveloping 
surface, is called the edge of the envelop. 

(232) It is to be observed that such a line does not always 
exist, for the second elimination of a may lead to an equation 
which cannot be satisfied by any possible values of Xy y, Zy 
shewing that the successive characteristics do not meet. It may 
also happen that the combination of the three equations w = 0, 

-— = 0, -r-r leads to one or more separate values of x, v* and z. 
da dc? ^' ' 

in which case the edge is reduced to one or more points. Thus 

in cones the edge is reduced to a point which is the vertex of the 

cone. As in the case of the enveloping and enveloped surfaces, it is 
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easy to shew tliat we may obtain the same values for — and -^ , 

whether they be derived from the equations w = and j- = 

on the supposition that a is constant, or that it is variable 

subject to the condition -j-j = 0: hence any characteristic and 

the edge of the envelop touch each other at the point where 
they meet. 

(283) If the equation to the moveable surface contain n 
parameters connected by n - 1 equations of condition, it is 
convenient, instead of expressing n - 1 of the parameters in 
terms of the n^ by means of the equations of condition, and so 
reducing the question to a case involving one parameter, to 
consider them all as variable, subject to the equations of con- 
dition, and to eliminate by the method of indeterminate multi- 
pliers, aa will be best seen in examples. 

(234) If the equation to the surface contain several inde- 
pendent parameters a, b, c, &c., so as to be in the form 

« "fix, y, 2, a, i, c, . . .) - 0, 
it is easy to see, by following the same method as in the case 
of one parameter, that the surface found by eliminating a, b, c, 
&c. between the equations 

dw _ du „ 

da ' db ' dc ' ' 
touches the moveable surface in all its forms and positions, and 
is therefore its envelop. It cannot however be considered as 
the locus of ultimate intersections, since, in coDsequence of there 
being several independent parameters, there ate an infinite num- 
ber of positions of the moveable surface consecutive to any given 
one : for the same reason the theory of characteristics has here 
no place. Thus, for example, let the moveable surface be the 

h a, ^ are the variable parameters. We have 



U = 0, 
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by means of which, eliminating a and j3, we find 

as the equation to the envelop. This evidently indicates two 
planes parallel to the plane of (x, y) at equal distances : it is 
obvious that they can touch each position of the moveable sphere 
each in one point only. 

We now proceed to more extended applications of the pre- 
ceding theory. 

(235) Developahle surfaces. If the equation to a plane involve 
only one arbitrary constant, the others being assigned functions 
of it, we may, for the sake of symmetry, assume that the three 
coefficients are all functions of one variable. If then the equa- 
tion to the plane be ax-^hy^cz^\ (1), 

where a, 5, c are functions of a single variable a, the plane will, 
in consequence of the variation of a, assume a series of different 
positions, and we may find the equation to the surface which is 
the envelop of these planes. This will be found by eliminating 
a between the equation to the plane and 

da dh dc ^ ,^. 

•J-^'^ T-y'^T^'^^ (^^• 

aa aa da 

The combination of (1) and (2) gives the equation to the charac- 
teristic which is in this case a straight line, as it is determined 
by the intersection of two planes (1) and (2). It is easy to see 
that the envelop in this case is a developable surface, for any 
two consecutive characteristics being in the same plane must 
intersect, and consequently the surface may be considered as 
generated by the motion of a straight line, the consecutive 
positions of which intersect, and therefore, by Art. (160), it is 
a developable surface. 

The equations to the edge of the envelop or developable sur- 
face are found by eliminating a between (1), (2), and 

O'a d^b d\ ^ , ^ 

Sa^^-^rfa-'*'^^^^' ('> 

(236) We see therefore that a developable surface is the locus 
of the ultimate intersections of a plane which involves only one 
variable parameter. Any plane therefore which moves subject 
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to this condition will produce a developable surface. It is obvious 
that this condition is fulfilled in the case of a normal or an oscu- 
lating plane to a curve of double curvature, since the equations 

{x' - x) dx + (y' - y) dy ■{- (z' - z) dz = 0, 

(x' - x) {dyd^z - dzd^y) + (y' - y) (dzcPx - dxdJ^z) 

+ (2' - z) {dxd^y - dyd^x) = 0, 

can be considered as containing only one independent quantity 
of the three x^ y, 2, since these are connected by the two rela- 
tions which are the equations to the curve. 

(237) If a developable surface be generated by the ultimate 
intersections of the successive osculating planes to a curve of 
double curvature, the characteristic is the tangent to the curve, 
so that the surface may be conceived as generated by the motion 
of a straight line, which constantly touches the curve. For the 
equation to the osculating plane may be put under the form 

{(y' - y^jdz - {ji - z}dy}d^x + {(z' - z)dx - {x' - x)dz}d^y 

+ {(x' - x)dy - (y'-y)dx}d^z = 0. 

DiflFerentiating this, considering x, y, z qs the variables, we 
have 

{(y' - y)dz - (z' - z)dy}d'x - {(«' - z)dx - (a:' - x)dz}d''y 

+ {(x - x)dy'-(y' - y)dx}d^z = 0. 

The characteristic is determined by the combination of these two 
equations, which involves the relations 

x' - X v' - V z' - z 



y -y 



dx dy dz ' 

and these are the equations to the tangent line. 

Hence it appears, that the developable screw surface in 
Art. (218) is the envelop of the osculating planes of the helix. 

(238) As an example of a developable surface considered as 
the envelop of a series of planes, take that generated by the 
normal planes to the spherical ellipse. The equation to a nor- 
mal plane of this curve at the point x, y, is, is, by Art. (182), 

a\W - c") i' + y (c' - «») y' + c' (a' - y) - = (1), 

X y z ^ 
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^y y* ^ being connected by the equations 

^ + y' + *' = ^ (2), 5 + ^ + 5=1 (»> 

Differentiating (1), (2) and (3) with respect to Xy y, z, we have 
a\J'-cO ^ <fe + y (c^-a^) Kdy + c\(^ - V) ^dz... .(4), 

2:efe + ydy + zdz = (5), ^-^ + ?^ + — 5- = 0. . . .(6); 

(4)+ X(6) + pi,(6) = gives, on equating to zero the coefficients 
of each differential, the three equations 

X a 



Multiply these by x, y, z respectively, and add ; then, in virtue 
of (1), (2) and (3), we have 

Xr» + ^ = 0, 
so that the preceding equations may be written as 

whence 

X r* - a X r^ - 6' "^ X r'* - c 

But if we divide (2) by r*, and subtract it from (3), we have 

and if we substitute in this the preceding values of a;, y, Zy we 

may divide out X"5 and obtain an equation in x'y y\ z! which must 
evidently be of the form 
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If this equation be cleared of fi-actional indices, it will be. 
found to be a homogeneous function of the 6th degree equated 
to zero, and consequently the developable surface is in this case 
a cone; as indeed is otherwise obvious, since all the normal 
planes pass through the centre of the sphere. 

(239) We showed in Art (195), that the generating line of a 
developable snriace could have no more than two directors: 
these may be replaced by the conditions that the developable 
surface shall circumscribe two given surfaces, in which case the 
equation is to be found in the following manner. Let x,, ^,, z^, 
Xj, y,, z, be the current co-ordinates of the two surfaces, of which 
the equations are 

B, = 0, w, = (I). 

Then if the points ar„ y„ «„ x,, y^, *, lie on the same generator 
of the developable surface, the normals to the given surfaces at 
these points must be paraUel to each other and perpendicular to 
the generator, since that line lies in a plane touching both sur- 
faces. These conditions give as the relations 

du^ du, du^ 

dx, dy, _ dz^ 

wtj du, du^ 

dx, dy, dz^ 
, .da, , . rf«, , . du. 

These three equations with the two equations to the surfaces, 
and the two equations to the generating line 



■ » 



.(3), 



give seven equations between which we may eliminate the six 
quantities x„ y„ e^, x^ y^, z^ and so find the equation to the 
envelop. 

■n..t ;» .,,j]i generally he easier to proceed as follows : The 
i) joined to u, = enable us to eliminate x,, y^, s^ and 
i the equation to a surface, which by its intorsection 
determines the curve of contact of the developable 
1 the surface w, = ; the developable surface may then 
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be considered as the envelop of the tangent planes to that surface 
along the curve of contact. 

(240) As an example^ take the case of the two spheres 

V + y,' + «.' = r,', (a:, - «)• + (y, - ^Z + (*, - r/ = r,' ; 

we deduce then from (2), the equations 

from which we find 

^2-« ^ y2-P ^ ViJ =, i La = ^ 1' - (°^ i + i^Vi + 7^1) 
^1 yi ^1 ~ ^1 ^1' 
and therefore ax, + ^,^ yz, = r^ir,±r^ (a). 

This being the equation to two planes^ shows that there are 
two circles which are curves of contact corresponding, one to an 
internal, the other to an external sheet. The equation to a tan- 
gent plane to the sphere is 

xx^^yy^-^zz^^r^ (*)> 

a?! , y, , ;?, , being connected by the equation 

^i-^Vi-^^'-^i (0); 

and by equation (a). We have now to find the locus of the 
ultimate intersections of the planes determined by equation (b). 

Differentiating (J), (c) and (a), considering x^, y^, ^^ as vari- 
able, we have xdx, -^ ydy, + zdz^ ^ (J') 

x^dx^ + y,dy^ + «,cfej= (c'), 

aefej + /3dy, + yefej =0 (a'), 

X (b') - fi (c') + (a!) gives, on equating the coefficients of each 
differential, 

\x = fjix^-^a, \y = fji^y^ + /3, Xz ^ ijuz^ + 7. 

Multiplying these by x^, y,, z^ respectively, and adding, we find, 
in virtue of (a) and (c), 

Substituting the value of fi derived from this equation in the 
first of the preceding, it becomes 

\r,' (x - x;) = r,'a - r, (r^ ± r,) x, ; 
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and therefore, by the symmetry of the formulae, 

'-^x y - y, _ *-^i 



»-,«-(»-.±r^a;, rj3-(r.±rjy, r.y - (r, ± rj «, ' 

If we multiply numerator and denominator of each of these 
ratios h^ x,y,z respectiyely and add, each of them is by Art. (22) 
equal to ;e»+y%^,r.' 

r, (oar + 0y + yar) - (r, ± r>.* " 

Again, if we do the same with a, /3, y, each is equal to 

aa; + <3y + yg - r, (r, ± r J . 
r,(a'+^»+y)-r.(r. + rJ" 

Equating these two expressions^ we find 

{a^+y'+ ^ _ r.»} {«'+/3' + 7' - (»•. ± ♦•.n={«^ + 0y + 7^ - r. (r, ± rj}' ; 
as the equation to the developable surface, which touches the two 
spheres. It is evident that it represents two cones, the vertex 
of one being between the two spheres, and of the other without. 

(241) Tabular Surfaces, A tubular surface is the envelop of 
a sphere of constant radius, the centre of which moves along 
some line called the axis, either plane or of double curvature. 
Let the co-ordinates of the centre of the sphere be a, /3, 7, then 
its equation may be written 

(a:-ay + (y-/3)» + (^-yy = f^ (1) : 

since the centre lies always in some given line, the two equa- 
tions to this line give two relations between a, /3, y, so that as r 
is constant, there is only one independent parameter. By the 
general theory, the equation to the envelop will be found by 
eliminating a, /5, y between (1) and its differential 

{x -a)da-\-(y- (i)dl3 + (2^ - y)dy = (2), 

combined with the two relations between a, /3, y. 

The characteristic is determined by the combination of (1) and 
(2) : and as (2) is evidently the equation to a plane, which passes 
through the point a, /3, y and is perpendicular to the axis, 
the characteristic is a great circle of the sphere ; and the tubular 
surface may be supposed to be generated by the motion of a 
circle of constant radius, the centre of which moves along a curve 
to which its plane is always normal. 
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(242) Let the axis of the tubular surface be the straight line 

I m n 
then, since 

(^-a7-f(y-/3/-f(^-7y=r' (2), 

(a; - a) rfa + (y - )3) d/3 + (2? - y) rfy = (3). 

But (1) gives us 

da dfi dy 

I m n ' 
whence (3) becomes 

I (x - a) -\- m(y - (i) -^ n (z -- y) =^ (4). 

Again from (1) we have 

a fi 7 /a + m3 + ny , 

- = ^ = 1= — ^ / = & + my + nz, 

from (4), and therefore 
a = l(lx -\-my + nz), fi = m(lx + my + nz\ y = n{lx+ my + nz). 
Substituting these values in (2), we have, as the equation to 
the envelop, 

{(1 - r)x - l{my + nz)y + {(1 - m^y - m(lx -\- nz)Y 

4- {(1 - r!^z - n{lx + my)y = r*, 

which is that to a right circular cylinder having the line (1) as 
its axis. 

(243) Let the axis of the tubular surface be the circle deter- 
mined by the equations 

7 = 0, a» + /3' = c» (1); 

then the equation to the sphere may be written as 

(a; - a)» + (y - /3)' 4 ^ = r^ (2). 

Since the characteristic is a great circle of the sphere (2), it 
appears that the envelop in this case is the same surface as that 
deduced in Art. (223), and it is unnecessary to repeat the analysis, 
but we may show how to find the edge of the envelop. The 
result of the elimination of da and dfi between the differentials 

of (1) and (2) is 

/3a: - ay = (3), 

the equation to a plane which, combined with (2), gives the 
characteristic. To determine the edge, we differentiate (3) with 
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respect to a and /3, paying regard to (1), and after eliminating 

these quantities^ we find 

a? + y" = 0, 

which, combined with the equation to the envelop, gives 

«» = /^ - 0*. 
If r > c this is possible, and combined with the preceding 
equation determines two points on the axis of «, which represent 
the edge of the envelop. If r < c the equation is impossible, or 
there is no edge to the envelop, as, in fact, the consecutive 
characteristics do not meet. 

The following are examples of envelops to surfaces, in which 
there are more parameters than one independent. 

(244) Find the surface constantly touched by the plane 

- + I + - = 1 (1)> 

a o c 

a, hy c being connected by the equation 

ahc^rn? (2). 

DiSerentiating (1) with respect to a, h, c, and taking the 

logarithmic diflferential of (2), we have 

xda ydh zdc ^ .„. da db dc ^ ,.v 

-2- + V+ — = <>••• -Wi — +-^ +— =0 ....(4), 
cr c a c 

(3) + \ (4) = gives, on equating to zero the coefficient of each 
differential, 

X \ y ^ z \ 

a^^a' V^V ?"c- 

Multiplying by a, i, c respectively, and adding, we have, in 
virtue of (1), x=:J, 

whence a- Zx^ h ^Zy^ c = 3«, 

which values, substituted in (3), give 

m 

as the equation to the envelop. 

(246) Find the equation to the surface which is constantly 

touched by the plane 

Ix + my -\- nz = Vy 
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/, m, Uy Vy being connected by the equations 

1^ -^m^ -^-n^ ^ 1, 



»a ^"i 



r w? nr 

Differentiating with respect to /, m, w, t?, we have 

xdl + yefm + zdn = dv (1), 

Idl + mdm + wrfw = (2), 

Idl mdm ndn 

^ (1) - pt (2) - (3) gives, on equating the coefficients of each 

differential, i 

>^ = fJ+ -3 3 (4), 



3 2 

V - a 



m 



^« = iM'W + -r— J (^)^ 

V — c 
f P m' n' \ . . 

? (4) + m (5) + » (6) gives, by the conditions, 

W^fi (8), 

^(4) + y(5) + 2f(6) gives, putting r'* == ar* + y* + «*, 

^ « & my nz 

Xr = flV-\- -5 3 + g ^ a + -3 — 5-; 

t? - a t? - © - c 

1 ^ , , .. & wy na; ,^. 

whence \ (r - ^^) = -5 5 + -j-^ + -5 , (y) 

(4)' + (5y + (6)' gives 

whence X'(r'.t?0= -by (7) and (8) (10), 



1 , ^_i 

o 



and therefore X = —7-^ gr , and fi-^ 2 • 



y 
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Substituting these values in (4), we have 



whence 



Similarly 



and 



X vl 



2 "2 2 2 * 

r -a V - a 



y vm 



Z V7l 



2-2 2 2 • 

r - c V - c 



Multiply by x, y, z, and add, then by (9) and (10), 



xl _y^ z' ^ 



This is the equation to the surface of a wave of light propa- 
gated through a crystalline medium. See Fresnel, M^moires de 
V Institute vol. VII. p. 136 ; Ampere, Annates de Chimie et de 
Physiqaey vol. xxxix. p. 113; and Smith, Cambridge Trans- 
actions, vol. VI. p. 85. 






( 195 ) 



CHAPTER XII. 



ON PARTIAL DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS TO FAMILIES OF 

SURFACES. 

(246) We have seen in the preceding Chapters that families of 
surfaces might be expressed by means of equations involving 
arbitrary functions, on the form of which depends any particular 
individual surface of the family. We might eliminate by dif- 
ferentiation the arbitrary functions from these equations, and 
thus obtain partial differential equations to the families of 
surfaces : but it is equally possible to obtain these directly from 
the equations to the generator, as we proceed to shew. 

Let the equations to the generator be 

f{xy y, z, a, h, c„.) = 0, fj^x, y, z, a, 5, c.) = 0...(1); 
in which a, 5, c, ...are n parameters, connected by w - 1 equa- 
tions of condition ; so that there is only one really independent, 
of which the others may be considered as functions. Now, to 
begin, let there be only two parameters, a and 5, of which h may 
be taken as a function of a : then, if we differentiate the two 
equations (1), first with regard to a?, and next with regard to y, 
considering Zy a, and h as functions of these variables, we obtain 
four additional equations, while we introduce three new quanti- 
ses, viz. M da da 

da' dz' dy 
We have therefore, on the whole, five quantities, 

, db da da 
da dx dy 
which may be eliminated between the six equations consisting 
of (1) and their four differentials. It is obvious that the result 
of the elimination must be a partial differential equation of the 
first order, since we proceed only to one differentiation. 

o 2 
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If there be three parameters, a, 6, c, on proceeding to the 
second differentials, we obtain trelre equations, but ve have 
then to eliminate twelve quantities, viz. 

db dc^ ^ d^ da ^ ^ d*a d^a 
' ' 'da' da' d*f ' rfo" ' dx' dy' d^ ' dxdy ' rfy* * 
which is in general impossible ; we most therefore proceed to 
the third differentiation when we find twenty equations between 
which we have to eliminate eighteen qaantities, and the result 
gives two differential equations of the third order. 

It is easy to find, in general, the order of differentiation to 
which we must proceed in order to eliminate m parameters. 
Let n be the required order of differentiation ; then the number 
of quantities in the series 

da da d'a d^a ^a <^a d'a 

' dx' dy' dir" ' dxdy ' dy" '" " ^ »■ • ■ - ^y, » 
is J (n + 1) (n + 2), while the successive differentials of the »» - 1 
parameters h, c ... with respect to a, together with the quantitieB 
themselves, give (m-\) {n+ V) functions ; so that the total 
number of quantities to be eliminated is 

K»+l)(« + 2) + Cfl»-l)(n+l). 
On the other hand, the number of equations, including the 
original ones, together with their differentials up to the »"" 
order inclusive, is (« + 1) (n + 2). 

In order, then, that elimination may he possible, we must 
ta^e (w+ 1) («+ 2) > K«+ 1) (» + 2) + (m- 1) (n+l), 

or \{n + 2)>m- \, 
from which the lowest value of n is 
« = 2ot - 3. 
(247) If the equations to the generator be given in the explicit 

■m u = c, c = ^ (c) (1), 

; partial differential equation to the family of surfaces is easily 
ind. For, supposing the functional equation to be 

F{x,y,z)^Q (2), 

dF , dF , dF , ^ , , 

have -^dx+ -— dy + -j- dz = (3). 

dx dy ' dz ^ ' 
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Now, if the curve (1) lie on the surface (2), the values of the 
diflFerentials dx, dy, dz, derived from (1), must satisfy equation 
(3). But if for shortness we put 

du dv du dv j^ ^^ ^^ du dv _ ^ du dv ^du dv ^ j^ 
dy dz dz dy ^ dz dx dx dz ^ dx dy dy dx 

we have from (1) "5 ^ n " "» ^^^* 

Eliminating dxy dy, dzy between (3) and (4), we find 

^dF ^dF ^dF 

dx dy dz 

as the required differential equation. 

K^ dz dz . 

we put j» = -J- , y = -7- , we have 
ax dy 

^ ^ =0 ^ — -0 
dx dz ^ dy dz ^ 

and therefore the partial differential equation may be written 
also under the form pp j^ Qn = ]^^ 

Cylindrical Surfaces. 

(248) The equations to the generator are, in this case, 

x-a^y-fi_z-y 

I m n ' 

I, m, w, being constant : hence ^ 

dx dy dz ^ 

I m n ' 

these equations, combined with 

dF, dF , dF . ^ 
-r^ dx-\- -rr dy + -rr dz = 0, 
dx dy dz 

^dF dF dF ^ 
give us /-^- + m-=-+»-^=0, 

dx dy dz 

as the partial differential equation to cylindrical surfaces. 

This equation may be applied to find the conditions that the 

general equation of the second degree may represent a cylinder. 

The form of the general equation is 

Aa?-^ By"^ Cs?+ 2A'yz+2Bzx+ 2 C'xy + 2A"x+2B"y + 2 C'z^E^ 0, 
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and we deduce from the preceding equation 
l(A2^Bz+Ct/*A')+m(Bi/-i-Cxi-A'z*B')-in(Cz-tA'y+Bx-^Cr)=0. 
Now, so long as the coefficients of x, y, 2, in the latter of these 
two equations, are supposed to be finite, it is evident that it 
cannot hold good for all the values of the three variables which 
satisfy the former : we must have, then, since the coexistence of 
the two equations for all such values of the variables is required 
by the nature of the case, 

lA + mC + n^" = 0, 

mB + nA: + IC = 0, 

nC+lB + mA'^0, 

lA" + mB + nC" = 0: 
These are four relations between only two independent quan- 
tities (since the variables are, in fact, any two of the ratios 
l:m:n); and therefore, in order that they may coexist, there 
must be two equations of condition between the constants. 
These are easily found by eliminating I, m, n, between the first 
three, and between the last and the first two, and the results are 
AA-' + BB" + CC" - ABC - 2A'BC' = 0, 
A'iA'C - BB) + B (BC - AA') + C {AB - C") = 0. 

Conical Surfaces. 
(249) The equations to the generator may be writtfin 
x-a y-/3 z-y 
I m n ' 

where /, m, n, are the parameters, and a, fi, y, constant. 
From these we have 

I m n ' 
and, dividing each member of the latter equations by the 
corresponding one of the former, 

dx dy dz _ 

X- a y - ^ z-y' 
ns of which equations, eUminating the differentials from 
dF , dF , dF , „ 
dx dy dz 
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we find (a; - a) — + (y - /3) — + U - y) -5- = 0, 

ax ay az 

as the differential equation to conical surfaces. 

If we make a = 0, /3 = 0, 7 = 0, that is, if we suppose the 
vertex of the cone to be at the origin, the equation becomes 

dF dF dF ^ 

X V y V z — = 0, 

dx dy dz 

shewing that JP is a homogeneous function of x, y, z. 

Conoidal Surfaces, 

(250) If the axis of the surface be the line 

X - a ^y - ^ _z-^ 
I m n ' 

the equations to the generator will be 

x-a' y- ^' z-y' 
^ ~r " m' ~ n ^ ^' 

a', /3', y, being the point of the axis through which the gene- 
rator passes, the parameters of the equations being subject to 
the relations n' ^ ^^' + nn = (2), 

« -q ^ /3'-/3 ^ 7 ^-7 (3) 

/ m n 

From (1) there is --?=J^ = -f (4). 

I m n 

But, from (1), (2), and (3), we have, representing each of the 
members of (3) by r, 

l{x - a-lr)-vm{y - ^ - mr) + n{z - y - nr)= ; 

whence, observing that ?* + m'* + w^ = 1 , we have 

/(;r - a) + m (y - j3) + w (2 - 7) = r (5). 

From (1) and (4), we get 

dx dy _ dz 

x-a " y -~^' z- y" 
hence, from (3), 

-J''- -- = ^J— = -^^'— (6). 

X - a -Ir y - p - mr z - y - nr 



S0RFACE8 OF REVOLTTTION. 

losing F= to be the equation to the sur&ce, ve have 



efote, by virtae of (6), the difierential equation to 
Burfaces will be 
dF 
'^^ 

r r, we substitute the expression given in (5). 
axis of the conoid be taken as the axis of z, then 1=0, 
= i, a = 0, /3 = 0, and therefore g-y-nr=0; the 
al equation will therefore become 
dF dF 
dx 



'S'x-"- 



Surfaces of Bevolution. 
If the equations to the axis be 

X-a tf~^ Z-y 
I m n ' 

dons to the generator will be 
t my + nz - c, (x - of -t- (^ - (if + (z - yj " c^; 
Idx -h mdy + ndz <• 0, 
(x-a)dx^{y-^)dy + (z-y)dz = Q, 
sfore 
ix dy dx 



^uations, combined with 

.(^- y)-»(y-/3)} g'+{»(;.-.)-IC»-7)} ^ 

Serential equation to surfaces of revolution, 
axis of revolution be taken as the axis of z, then 1^0, 
( = 1, a = 0, ^ = 0, so that the differential equation 
dF dF 
^d^-^'di"'- 
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Ruled Surfaces having a Director Plane. 

(262) If we take the director-plane as that of (a:, y), the equa- 
tions to the generator are 

2; = a, y = a:0 (a) + ^ (a). 

From the first, » = — , a - — . 

^ dx' ^ dy 

From the second, 

= (a) + {a:^'(a) + ^'{a)} p, 1 = {xf^'{a) + *'(«)) ?> 

whence -? = _ (a). 

Differentiating this equation first with respect to x, and then 
with respect to y^ and putting 

whence j^r - 2pq8 -f jo'^ = 0, 

which is the required differential equation. 

Developable Surfaces. 

(258) The equations to this family are, by Art. (235), 

oa: + Jy + car = 1 (1), 

xda + ydb + zdc = (2). 

Differentiating (1) first with respect to x^ and next with respect 
to y, considering a, J, c, «, as all variable, we have, in virtue of 

(2)* a + J5C = 0, J + jc = 0. 

Again, differentiating these equations with respect both to x and 
y, we obtain the four equations, 

da dc ^ da dc ^ 

cr + —-^p — «0, C5+ — +j» — = 0, 
dx dx dy dy 

, dh dc ^ db dc ^ 

dy dy dx dx 

from which we easily deduce 

rt'S^= 0, 
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£z d^ / d'z Y 
dx^ dy* \dxdy) 
as the differential equation to developable surfaces. 

TuJmlar Surfaces. 
(254) If the axis be a plane curve, the equations to this family 

of surfaces are {x - of *{if - hf * ^ = p' (l ), 

{x-a)da-v(y-b)db = (2). 

Differentiating (I) first with regard to x, and next with regard 
to y, considering a, h, and s all variable, we have, in virtue of 
(2)» X - a+pz = 0, y-A + yr = 0, 

Substituting in (1) the values of a and b, given by these equa- 
tions, we have ^ (j + jj' + y') = p', 
ea the required differential equation. 

If the axis be not a plane curve, then the equations to this 

fe»ily«e (x-af^(y-bj + (z~cf = p' (l), 

(x- a)da-t(y~b)db-i(z-c)dc-=^Q (2). 

Differentiating (1) as before, first with respect to z, and next 
with respect to y, we have, in virtue of (2), 

X - a-* p(z -c)= 0, y~b + q{z-c)=0... .(3). 
Differentiating these in like manner, we have 

{1 +p' + r(z ~ c)} dx - (_da + pdc) = 0, 

{pg + s(z - c)} dy - {da + pdc) = 0, 

{\ -^ q" + t{z-c)} dy -{db + qdc) = 0, 

{py + s{z - c)} dx -{db + qdc) = 0, 

From these four eauations we easily find 

{1 + J- + <{»-<:)}- to + .(«-»))>.0. 
^1) and (3), we have 
(1 tjftq'){z-cf-p'. 



uted in the preceding equation, gives, after 
trential equation. 
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The partial differential equations of developable and tubular 

surfaces may be investigated also symmetrically in the following 

manner. 

Developable Surfaces, 

(255) Let Xi y, Zy be the co-ordinates of any point of a develop- 
able surface ; a, j3, 7, the variable parameters. Then 

aa: + /3y + 7« = 1 (!)> 

xda. + yd^ + zd'^ = (2); 

a> i3> y, being subject to two equations, 

the functions and x being any whatever. 

From (1) and (2) there is also 

adx + i^dy + '^dz =0 (4). 

Suppose jP = to be the equation to the developable surface ; 

and put ^p ^p dF ^^ 

^7- = 6/, -7- = F, -—^W, 
dx dy dz 

d^F d^F d^F 

d^F , d^F , d^F 

dydz ' dzdx ' dxdy 
then we shall also have 

Udx + Vdy + Wdz =0 (5). 

By the aid of an indeterminate multiplier, X, we shall get from 
(4) and (5), observing that, by virtue of (1), (2), (3}, x and y may 
be regarded as independent variables. 



V 
W 



(6> 



Now the only equations connecting a, )3, 7, x, y, ;?, with rfa, rfj3, 
c^y, are (2), and the differentials of (3); all which three equations 
are satisfied identically by putting 

da =0, c?j3 = 0, dy = 0, 



widkTOt fnbjecdng to ^tnj Kwritatfinn dbe ahBcdute or rdatire 
Tailu/e* of IT, f, z, m, fi, y. Digerentiaring, dieii, die equatioiis 
^^y <m ttdi hrpothens, we get 

Eluninating dy and <f^ by cnws-miiltiplicatiaii^ we get 

y .(r7riw«i/»;+F(f/r-iric<)+IF(irV-iT0}=iJd:r..<^^^ 

where £ » wwr - utl^ - vtS^ - tw^ + 2uvw\ 

Olwervuig that £ u a symmetrical fbnctioii of u^ v, w, tij tf, to, 
it u evident that we shall have also 

y •{ r(ttW-t/*J+Tr(rV-ttf«')+l7(«i'c'-«7trO}=.Brfy.-^ 

^ . { F^(w -«?^) + U(w'u'-w') + F(f? V-f«u')}=i2&...(9). 

Multiplying the equations (7), (8), (9), by ET, F", TF, respectively, 
adding, and attending to (5), we get 

as the symmetrical form of the partial differential equation of 
developable surfaces. 

Tubular Surfaces. 

(266) Let p be the radius of each sphere; a, j3, 7, the co- 
ordinates of the centre of any one of the spheres ; then, Xy y, Zy 
being the co-ordinates of any point of the envelop, we shall have 

{X^aj^iy-Pf^iz^yj^p- (1), 

(« - a) rfa +(y - /3) rf^ + (;? - 7) dy = (2). 

The quantities a, j3, 7, are subject to two equations. 
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From (I) and (2), we get 

(x - a) dx + 0/ " ^) dy + (z - y) dz =^ (4). 

Suppose JP = to be the equation to the tubular surface ; then 
we shaU have also jj^^ ^ ydy + Wdz =0 (5). 

Now a, j3, 7, Xy y, z, being connected by the equations (1), (2), 
(3), it is evident that a, /3, 7, z, may be regarded as functions of 
two independent variables, x and y : we have then, from (4) and 
(5), by the aid of an indeterminate multiplier X, 

xcr+ x- a = 0^ 

Xr+y-i3 = o[ (6). 

Now the only equations connecting a, /3, 7, x, y, z, with rfa, 
rf)3, dy, are (2), and the diflFerentials of (3) ; but all these three 
equations are satisfied identically by putting 

da = 0, rf/3 = 0, dy = 0, 
without subjecting to any limitation the absolute or relative 
values of x, y, z, a, j3, 7 : differentiating, then, the equations (6) 
on this hypothesis, we get 

,. ^ \dU+ dx ^ \dV+ dy ^ XdW^ dz 
U V W ' 

and therefore, performing the differentiations, 

(1 + \u) dx + Xw'dy + Xv'dz = - UdXy 
(1 + Xt?) dy + Xu'dz + Xw'dx = - VdX, 
(1 + Xw) dz + Xv'dx + Xu'dy = - WdX. 
Eliminating dy and dz from these three equations, we get 

« :^ = 17+ X{Cr(t? + to) - Fm?' - Wv'} 

+ X' { U(mo - «'0 + f/ (r»' + Ww') - Vtoto' - Ww'}...(7), 
where 

JB=(l+\M)(l+Xo)(l+Xw)-\*CM''+«'''W)-\'(««^+t«)''+Mw"-2t/»V), 

a symmetrical function of «, », «>, «', v', iv'. We must liave, 
therefore, also 

_ ^ =V+\{ V(w + «) - Wu' - Uw'} 

+ y { Vitou - v") + »' ( Ww' + Uti) - Wuu' - C%to'}...(8), 
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_ r^ = ?F+ X { W(u + t?) - Uv' - Vu'} 

^ + X» { W(uv - w'') + w' ( Uu! + Fb') - Uml - FW }...(9). 

Multiplying the equations (7), (8), (9), by U, V, W, respectively, 
adding, and paying attention to (5), we get 

- 2w' VW - 2t?' WU - 2w' uv} 

+ X' { Z7'(«?w? - v!^) +V^(tvu- v") + lV\uv - t«?'') 

+ 2 VJV(v'w' - uu') + 2 WU(w'u - tn?') + 2 £rr(wV - 1^')} = : 

but, from (1) and (6), X' = ^^^1__^ • 

hence we obtain, for the symmetrical form of the differential 
equation to tubular surfaces, 

+ w{lP-^V^)-- 2u' VW- 2v' WU- 2w' UV} 
f p^[U^{vw-u'^)'^V{wu - v'^)^W^{uv-w'^) 
+ 2 VW(vw - uu) + 2 WU{w'u' - W)+ 2 UV(uv'- ww)}= * 

(257) The transformation of the partial differential equations 
from the symmetrical to the unsymmetrical form is readily 
effected. Suppose, in fact, the equation J* = to be reduced to 
the form p^ ^ _y(-^^ y) = : 

then it is easily seen that, p, q, r, *, t, denoting the partial dif- 
ferential coefficients of z with respect to x and y, according to 
the usual notation, 

u^-p, r=-^, Tr=i, 

w = - r, V = - t, w = Qy 
u' = 0, t?' = 0, w' = - s. 

If we substitute these values of the partial differential coefficients 
of F in the partial differential equation to the surface, we shall 

* The symmetrical inrestigations of the differential equations of Developable 
and Tubular Surfaces, given in the text, have been extracted from the Cambridge 
Mathematical Journal, for November, 1 844. 
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at once effect the proposed transformations. Thus, the equation 
to developable surfaces becomes 

and the equation to tubular surfaces 

(I +/ + qj + p (1 +/ + qy {r (1 + q^ - 2pq8 

+ ^(l+/)}+/t>^(r^-O=0, 
the equations to these surfaces obtained in Arts. (253) and (254). 
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CHAPTER Xni. 



ON SINGULAR POINTS AND LINES OF SURFACES. 

(268) In the Chapter on Tangencies it was stated that, under 
certain circumstances, the equation to the tangent plane becomes 
nugatory in consequence of the vanishing of all the terms. We now 
proceed to consider the nature of the points where this occurs. 
It is to be observed that, since the vanishing of the three dif- 
ferential coefficients -r— , -7— , -7- , involves either one or two 

ax ay az 

relations between Xy y, Zy besides the equation to the surface, 
the singularity can occur only at isolated points or along isolated 
lines, and not throughout any extent of surface. 

In this and succeeding investigations we shall have frequent 
occasion to use the differential coefficients of the first and second 
order of a function of three variables : we shall therefore, for 
shortness, use the following notation. If the equation to the 
surface, cleared of radicals and fractions, be expressed by the 

equation p^^^ y,z) = (l), 

then we shall put 

dF „ dF ^^ dF „^ 
dx ^ dy ' dz 

d'F d^F d'F 

d'F _ ^, d'F ^ , d^^ , 
dydz * dzdx ' dxdy 

Now at any point (a;, y, z), let the variables receive the incre- 
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ments dx, dy^ dzy then, by Taylor's Theorem, the equation (1) 
becomes 

F{Xy y, z) + JJdx + Vdy + Wdz + \(udoi? + vdy^ + wds?) 

+ u'dydz + v'dzdx + w'dxdy 
4- &c. =0 (2). 

The conditions for a singular point are 

?7=0, r=0, Tr=0 (3); 

which, together with (1), reduce equation (2) to 
(w) dx^ + (v) dy^ + (w) dz^ + 2{(w') dydz + («?') rfz(fe + (w) dxdy} 

+ &c. = (4), 

the bracketed letters indicating the values which they take when 
we substitute for x, y, z, their values at the point in question. 

If we suppose dx, dy, dz, to be the limits of the increments 
of the variables, the equation (4) will, at the limit, be reduced 
to the terms involving the lowest powers of these quantities ; 
that is, to 
(u)dx^+(v)dy^+(w)ds!^-\-2 {(u')dydz-\-{v')dzdx-^(w')dxdy} = 0...(6). 

If all the quantities (w), (v), (tv), (u'), (v'), (w')y be zero, we 
must retain the terms of the development which involve partial 
differential coefficients of F of the third order, neglecting the 
remaining terms of the series, and so on successively, until we 
arrive at an order of partial differential coefficients of which, at 
any rate, all do not vanish. In the examples which we shall 
adduce, however, we shall not have occasion to proceed beyond 
second differential coefficients. 

Equation (5) gives a relation subsisting between the incre- 
ments dXf dy, dzy in the surface at the singular point. These 
are the same for the surface and for a straight line touching it 
at the point; and therefore equation (5) gives a relation between 
the increments dx^ dy^ dz, on the tangent lines at the singular 
points : or, since the very same relation must hold good also for 
the co-ordinates of all points of these lines, we may substitute 
Xy y, Zy for dxy dyy dzy in (5), and we find 
m)3i? ^{v)y^-v(w)s? ^ 2{u)yz + 2{v')zx-\- 2(w)xy = (6) 

as the equation to the locus of the tangent lines at the singular 
point, which is taken as the origin of co-ordinates. This equa- 

p 
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tion, except for particulax values of the coefficients, is that of a 
cone of the second degree. It may happen that this equation 
may be decomposed into two factors of the first degree, and 
then it will represent two planes. The condition that this may 
be the case is 

(u) (v) (w) - (u) (uj - (t?) (vj - (w) {wj + 2 (u') (»') {w') - 0. 

If it had been necessary to proceed to third differential coefii- 
cients, we should have found generally the equation to a cone 
of the third degree, and so on: exceptions arising from the 
same cause as in the instance of the equation of second dif- 
ferential coefficients. 

From the nature of the singular points which we have been 
investigating, it is evident that more than one tangent plane 
will belong to them; an infinite number in the case of the 
tangent cone, which may be regarded as the locus of the ulti- 
mate intersections of the tangent planes at the point. It appears 
therefore, as might have been anticipated, that a plurality of 
tangent planes is indicated by the indeterminate forms assumed 
by the direction-cosines of tangency at the point. 

If the three equations (3) are satisfied by assigning certain 
relations between the variables, then the curve formed by the 
intersection of the surface (1) with that indicated by the relation 
between the variables which satisfies (3), is a locus of singular 
points ; that is to say, it is a line in which two or more sheets 
of the surface intersect, at each point of which line the surface 
will of course have two or more tangent planes. If the equa- 
tions (1) and (3) are satisfied simultaneously by assigning certain 
definite values to Xy y, z^ and not when they receive values 
differing slighdy from these, the point will be single and not one 
of a series of singular points, and will have a tangent cone. If 
for possible values of two of the variables on one side of the 
singular point we find impossible values of the third variable, 
that point is a cusp. If the same occur at every point of the 
singular line, it is called an edge of regression {arete de rebrotisse- 
ment): such, for examples, are the curves which are the loci of 
the ultimate intersections of the generating lines of developable 
surfaces. 
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Ex. 1. Find the nature of the point at the origin in the 
surface {xUi/'-^:^ = c^a? -^hy -- cV. 

Here, putting ar^ + y* + «* = r*, 

W^=2«(2r'+c'), 
w = 2 (2r' - a*) -i- 8;?;', 
t? = 2(2r*- J')+ 8y^ 
W7 = 2 (2r' + (?) + 8;?% 
«' = %yzy v' = 8«a;, m?' = Szt/, 

Now when a; = 0, y = 0, ^ = 0, J7, F", TF, all vanish, while 
w = - 2a^ t? = - 2i^ w? = 2c^ w' ==0, t?' = 0, w' = 0, 
so that the equation to the tangent cone at the origin is 

aV + by - c^^* = 0. 

Ex. 2. The equation to Fresnel's wave-surface in biaxal 
crystals is 

find whether it has singular points, and determine their nature. 
Here J7= 2x {a\r'-- V- c^) + aV+ by + cV]y 
V^%y\h\r''^&^€?)^a^i3?^.by^e^\, 
W^ 2z {^{r'-a^ - J«) + aV + iy + (?z^}, 
where r' = a:^ + y* + 2^ 

Now if we put y = 0, r* = &*, and a^ume accordingly 

we shall satisfy the equation to the surface, and also make 
Uy F", and JV vanish : hence, as the double signs of x and z 
may be combined in four different ways, there are four singular 
points on the surface. To obtain the equation to the tangent 
cone we must find the values of u, v, w, u\ v\ to', at the singular 
paints. These are readily seen to be 

€t "" C Cv ^ 

m' = 0, e' = 4ac {(a' - fi') (i' - c';}J ^^ , to' - 0. 

p2 
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Substituting these values, and dividing the whole by 



2^2 



8a'c 



2 3 

a - c 



we find, as the equation to the cone, 



x^ c? - & , 2* «' + & xz 



y '•■ ^2 w "^ jr/T» _ A2^ (h^ _ ^2\\A • ^.» " ^* 



The existence of these singular points in the wave-surface was 
first pointed out by Sir W. Hamilton. 

Ex. 3. Let the equation to the surface be 

;? (a^ + y* + 2*) + aar* + Jy* = ; 

then U=2x{z + a)y F= 2y {z + J), Tr= a:' + y' + Zz\ 

At the origin, where a; = 0, y = 0, 2 = 0, these three quantities 
vanish ; therefore there is a singular point at the origin : also 

w = 2 (5; + a), t? = 2 (2 + i), w = 6z, 

u = 2y, v' = 2a:, w?' = 0, 

(u) = 2a, (v) = 2J, (w?) = 0, (u') = 0, («?') = 0, (w') = 0. 

The equation to the locus of the tangent lines becomes, then, 

ax^ + 5y* = 0, 

which, a and b being supposed to be both positive, can only 
represent the axis of z. The cone in this case degenerates into 
a straight line ; and, as z can never be positive, since that 
renders x and y impossible, it appears that the point under 
consideration is a cusp. The surface surrounds the negative 
axis of z, which it touches at the origin, so that its form resem- 
bles the shape of the flower of the convolvulus. 

If a and b be of contrary signs, the equation to the locus of 
the tangent lines is ^^a _ Jy^ = 

which represents two planes perpendicular to the plane of x^ y. 

Ex. 4. Let the surface be the cono-cuneus of Wallis, the 
equation to which is ^2^2 _ a;' (c* - ^r*) = 0. 

Here ?7= - 2x(c' - z'), V^ 2aV, W^ 2x^z. 

These all vanish when a; = 0, y = 0, independently of the value 
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of z ; hence the axis of 2j is a locus of singular points or a 
singular line. 

w = - 2 (c' - ;2^), t> = 2a% w = Ic^y 

u' = 0, c' = 4:2;;?, w' = 0. 

The equation to the tangent lines becomes, in this case, 

where x'y y', are accentuated to distinguish them from z, the 
undetermined co-ordinate of the point of contact. The pre- 
ceding equation is equivalent to those of two planes perpen- 
dicular to the plane of xy, 

ay' + (c^ - zj x' = 0, 

ay' - (c* -s^y^x'^ 0. 

By assigning different values to z, we obtain diflFerent equations 
corresponding to successive points taken along the axis of z. 

Ex. 5. The equation to the h^Ugoide developable is 
. sin {?p - (^±i^} . y cos (?If - (?:J1^>} = a. 

Putting —7 = Qy it may be ascertained that 

TT ' i\ ^{^ cos - y sin ©) 

^= sin ^-y-2 , ^ avl ^ 

a \x + y - a )* 
-._ fi y{^ cos - y sin 0) 

^ = _ (a: cos - y sin 0). 

But, as may easily be shewn, 

x COS. - y sin = (a:* + y' - a')i ; 

therefore, if we assume 

. 2'irz 2irz 

a: = o sin —7- , y = a cos -=— , 

the preceding expressions will vanish, and therefore the line 
detei'mined by these equations, and the equation to the surface, 
is a locus of singular points. 

This line is the intersection of the surface by the cylinder 

222 
X +y = a , 
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and is evidently the generating helix. Since in the equation to 

the BUT&ce x* + y* can never be less than <^, it appears that no 

part of the surface lies within the helix, which is therefore truly 

an edge of regression. 

On proceeding to the second differential coefficients, and sub- 

Btitating in them the critical values of x and y, we find, retaining 

only the terms which become infinite from involving (a:*+ y'- a')* 

in the denominator, 

2>rr 2irr , . „ 
__ cos -7~ , \y}} « 0, 

, ,, . , 2ir« , 2irz 

(«))•=■ sm -= co8^ -J— ; 

A A 

■o that the equation to the locus of the tangent lines is 

(y^ - y") ay + xy {^ - y') + 2ir |^ r' {dx + ^y-) = 0, 

where the accentuated letters are the current co-ordinates of the 
tangents, and the unaccentuated the undetermined co-ordinates 
of the point of contact. This equation may be decomposed into 
two factors „" 

y'x - z'y 4 25r -y- z' = 0, 

aix + y'y = 0, 
which are the equations to two planes. 

(259) 'There is a species of singidar hnes on certain surfaces 
of an entirely different character from the singular lines of which 
we have treated above. It occasionally happens that a single 
tangent plane will touch a surface not only at one point, but in 
a series of points forming a curve hne. We shall investigate 
the analytical condition for the existence of such singular lines 

uation to the tangent-plane at any point x, y, s, is 
Uxf + Vy' + W^ =. Kb + Ty + Wz. 

J line* of tbia Bpecies were first discussed generally by Mr. Greatheed, 
□liege, ID the Cambridge SfathtmalicalJinirnal, vol. ii. p. 22. 
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Let the right-hand member of this equation be represented by 
P : then, if the plane touches the surface in a curve line, 

U V W . 

— , — , — ■ , remain constant while the co-ordinates vary in 

agreement with the condition 

F{x, y, z) = 0, 

and to another condition, which, together with that, determines 

the curve. 

^, U V w 

inen, as --, — , — , are all constant, 

dU _dV _dW dP ^ 
U " V" W^ P ' 

hence, effecting the differentiations, and denoting each member 
of this multiple equation by rfQ, we get 

dU= udx + w'dy + v'dz = UdQy 

dV - vdy + u'dz + w'dx = VdQ, 

dW= wdz + vdx + u'dy = WdQ, 

Eliminating dy and dz by cross-multiplication, 

Mdx = { U(vw - u'^) + V(u'v - WW) + W(w'u' - W)} rfQ, 

where R = uvw - (uu'^ + w'^ + ww'^) + 2uvw', 

a symmetrical function of w, «?, w^ w', «?', w'. Similarly we must 

^ave itdy = { F(z^t^ - v^) + Tr(t?V - uti) + CTft^V - t^t^')} ^Q, 

But, from the equation to the surface, we have also the condition 

Udx + Vdy + Wdz = 0. 

Hence, multiplying the previous equations by ?7, V, W, respec- 
tively, and adding, the first side of the equation disappears by 
the last condition, and we have 

lP(vw - u'^) +V^(im- v") + W^{uv - w"") 

+ 2 VWip'w' - uu) + 2 WU{w'u' - v^) + 2 UV(u'v - ww') = ; 

which equation, combined with F(xy y, z)= 0, determines the 
curve of contact ; and this condition must subsist, in order that 
the surface may be touched by the tangent plane in a curve. 
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This condition may be expressed more briefly in terms of 
the partial differential coefficients of z taten with respect to 
z and y. Conceive the equation to the surface to be put under 
the form f^^^ y) - z = : 

then V = P, y =1, W=-\,u = r, i> = t, w=Q, 

w' = 0, p' = 0, w' = s : 
substituting these values in the equation, we reduce it to 
r( - s' = 0, 

This is the condition which subsists for every point of develop- 
able surfaces, as might have been anticipated, since in the case 
of this class of surfaces the tangent plane at every point touches 
them along a straight line. Instances of singular lines of the 
species which we have been considering occur on the wave- 
surface, being circles the planes of which are at right angles 
to the wave-axes. See the Cambridge Mathematical Journal, 
vol. I. p. 83. 



f 

I 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



ON THE CURVATURE OF CURVES IN SPACE. 

(260) Let any number of points P, F, P\ P\ ... (fig. 29) 
be taken in a curve AB in space. Join PP, PP\ P'P%...hj 
straight lines : these lines will be chords of the curve, and when 
the number of the points is increased without limit, will ulti- 
mately assume ratios of equality with the corresponding elements 
of the arc of the curve. Produce PP, PP\ indefinitely to 
points Ty T' ; PT, PT, will ultimately be tangents to consecu- 
tive points of the curve : and it is evident that the amount of 
the curvature of the curve in the vicinity of the point P may be 
properly measured by the ratio of the angle TPT to the chord 
or elemental arc PPy that is, by the rate at which the tangent 
changes its direction in passing from any point of a curve to a 
consecutive one. 

(261) In the osculating plane PPP' draw two normals JTO, 
K'O, from the middle points JST, K, of the chords PP, PP'\ 
these normals will include an angle KOK' equal to the angle 
TPT I call this angle ds; the point O, in which the two normals 
intersect, will be the centre of a circle passing through the three 
points P, P y P\ This circle is called the osculating eircle to 
the curve at the point P, in consequence of having two consecu- 
tive elements PP, PP\ in common with the curve. Each of 
the distances OP^ OP, 0P\ is a radius of this circle. Sup- 
posing the elements PP , PP\ to have been taken equal, then 
the bent line KPK' will ultimately be an elemental arc dsy 
both of the curve and of the osculating circle : and, since it 
subtends at an angle rfe, we shall have in the limit, p being 

the ultimate value of OP, 

, ds d^ \ / . 

ae = — , or 3-=- (1> 

o as p 
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TbiB result shews that the curvatare of a curve, as indicated by 
df 
"^' 

the radius of the osculating circle : for this reason, this line is " 
called the radius of curvature of the curve at the point. The 
angle dt is called the angle of c&ntingence. The radius of the 
osculating circle is sometimes called the radius of absolute cur- 
nature to distinguish it &om the radius of spherical curtature, 
which is the radius of a sphere passing through four consecutive 
points of the curve. 

(263) If we suppose the osculating plane PFF" to revolve 
through a certain angle about the chord PP ', we shall bring it into 
the same plane with the consecutive osculating plane PPP"", 
the three elements PP, PP', P'P", being thus brought into 
a single plane. If the plane PPP'P' be then turned through 
a certain angle about P'P", we shall have four elements of the 
curve in a single plane ; and so on indefinitely. Thus, a curve 
in space may be in this way reduced to a plane ctirve. Con- 
versely, by opposite movements, we may change a plane curve 
into a curve not contained in any one plane The ratio of the 
angle between two consecutive osculating planes, which we will 
call dO, to the length of the elemental arc ds, may be taken as 
the measure of the torsion of a curve in space at any point. This 
torsion of curves in space may be regarded as a species of cur- 
vature, and, as it is of an entirely different nature from the 
curvature which we have considered above, curves of this class 

have been called curves of double curvature. The ratio -=- is 

ds 
never infinite in continuous carves, and is always zero in curves 
lying in one plane. 

calculate the angle of contiogenceat any point of 

space. 

, z, be the co-ordinates of any point P (fig. 29) of the 

icing the elemental arc PP : let 

dx dy dz 

— = a, -f=v, -y^w, 

ds ds ds 

'i, vi, denote analogous quantities at the consecutive 
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point p. Then, rfe representing the angle between the tangents 
at P and Py we have, pntting for brevity rfg = gj , 

cos Cj = uu + fw' + ww'. 

But w', v'y w'y are the values assumed by «, t?, tc, when x, y, «, 
become x + efe, y + rfy, z + dz: hence, by Taylor's theorem, 

w' = w + rft« + J rf^ + — rfV + . . . • 

* 2.3 

v' = V + dv ■¥ i d^v + — rf"i? + . . . . 

^ 2.8 

^ 2.3 

and therefore, attending to the relations 

u* + V* + w^ = 1, 

udu + vdv + wdw = 0, 
ud^u + tjrf^t; + wd^w = - (rfw* + dv^ + dw\ 

the two last of which result from the first by differentiation, 
we see that 

cos Ej = I - I (diM* + dt>' + dv?) + — {ud^u + vd\ + wd^w) + . . . . 

but cos gj = 1 - I gj'... j 

hence, by taking infinitesimals of the second order on the two 
sides of the equation, in comparison with which those of the 
third and higher orders vanish, we get 

Ej' = rfw' + dii? + dv^y 
or, restoring the values of w, r, w?. 

Performing the differentiations indicated in the equation (2), we 
have, dxy dy, cfe, efe, being all supposed to be variable, 

d% « 4-2 {{dBd'^x - dxd'^if + (cferf V - dyd'^^l + (^«rf'« - &rf^*/}i 
ds 

Now, squaring the binomials in this expression, we shall obtain, 
for the coefficient of <fe'. 



(2). 
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for the coefficient of {d^sf, 

ds^ + dy' + dz* = ds" ; 
and, for tlie coefficient of de d^e, 

~ 2 (dx d'x + dy d'y 4 dz d*z) = - 2ds d's : 
Kence we see that 



From (3) we get 

d,' ds' = {(d'xf + (rfV)' + i<i'zy} ds' - ds' (d'sf ; 
and therefore, since 

rfs' = dz^ + dy' + dz', 
and ds d's = dx d'x + dy d'y + dz d^z, 

we have 
rftVa' = {{d'xf + {d'yf + {d'zj] (dx' + dy' + d^) 

- {dx d'x + dy d^y + dz d'zf 
= {dy d'z-dz d'yf + {dz d^x-dx d'zj + {dx d'y - dy d'x)', 
de= -j-j {{dy d'z -dz d'yf +{dz d'x -dxd zf •^■{dx d'y - dy d'xfY 

....(4). 
It may be remarked, that the three binomials under the 
radical are the same as the coefficients oi si — x, y - y, s' - z, 
in the equation to the osculating plane, Art. (180). 

From the different expressions (2), (3), (4), which have been 

obtained for dt, we may get a variety of formulffi for the radius 

of curvature at any point of the curve, by virtue of equation (1). 

ThuB, taking the expression for ds given in (3), we have 

rfs* 

(264) This method of obtaining the radius of curvature serves 
for the determination of its magnitude, but gives us no informa- 
*^nT. -annaftlniT ita position. Wc shaU pfocccd, therefore, to 
thod of investigation, which will determine 
ength of the radius of curvature and the 
entre of the osculating circle. 
, K'O (fig. 29) are the intersections of the 
P'P" with two consecutive normal planes - 
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hence the determination of the centre of curvature O is coin- 
cident with the determination of the point of intersection of 
these three planes. 

The equation to the osculating plane at the point P, the 
co-ordinates of which are Xy y, 2, will be (Art. 180) 

where A = dy d\ - dz d^y, 

B = dz d^x - dx d^Zy 
C =^ dx d^y - dy d^x. 

The equation to the normal plane at the same point is 
(Art. 178) 

{x -x) dx + (y' -y) dy -^(z' - z) dz^O. . . ,(6). 

The equation to the normal plane at the consecutive point 
X + dxy y 4 dy, z + dz, will be 

(x - x) (dx + d^x) + (y' - y) {dy + d^y) + {z - z) {dz + d^z) 

- {dx^ + dy^ + dz^) = ; 

and therefore, at the point in which the two consecutive 
normal planes intersect, 

{x'-x) d''x-v{y^y) d^y^{:i-z) d\-d$^^ (7). 

Multiplying (5), (6), (7), by 1, X, \', respectively, X and X' 
being indeterminate multipliers, adding together the resulting 
equations, and equating to zero the coefficients of y' -y and 
z -z in the final equation, we have 

{x -x){A-}-\dx + \' d'x) = X' ds^ (8), 

B^\dy + X'd^y = (9), 

C+\dz +\' d^z = (10). 

From (9) and (10) we have 

Bdz - Cdy = X' {dy d\ - dz d^y) = X'^, 

and Cd^y - Bd\ = X {dy dh - dz d'y) = X^ ; 

and therefore, from (8), 

{x--x){A^+dx{Cd'y-Bd'z) + d'x{Bdz-Cdy)}==ds\Bdz-Cdyl 
or {x' - x) {A' + B'+ C) = ds^ {Bdz - Cdy). 
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Similarly we have 

(y' - y) C-4'+ ff + C^ = d^iCdx - J(fe), 
(/ - z) (^' + B" + C) - ** C^rfy - £<fa). 
Hence, observing that 

p' - (x'- zf + (y'- y)" + (2' - zj, 
■we have 

p U'+ B" + (7*)= <;«• {(B(fe - cay)v ( cai - ^(fe)" + (-ifl^y - ■B<*Kyi»- 

Developing the squarcB of the three binomialB under the 
radical, the terms multiplied by J?, ff, C, will evidently be 
A' {dy'+d^ = A' (da' ~ da?), 
S'(d:?+di?) = ff(_d^- dj^), 
£?'((&'+ dj^) = C(_ds'-di?)i 
thua the radical becomes 

{(_A' -tff^C)ds'~ {Adx + Bdy + CdzJ]>i. 
But, restoring to A, B, C, their values, we see that 
Adx + Bdy + Cdz 
is identically zero : hence the radical becomes 

(^' + ^+ Cj) ds; 
and for the radius of curvature we get 

^ (A'-iff-iC)* 

^ &' 

{(dy d'z - dz d'yf+tids d^x - dx d'zf + {dz d'y - dy d'xf]^ ' 
a result which agrees with the formulsB (l) and (4). 

If in the numerators of the expressions for the co-ordinates 
*') y t *'j of the centre of curvature, we restore the values 
of A, B, C, we shall have, in the case of the first, 

Bdz - Cdy = d'x (dy' + dz') - dx {dy d'y + dz d'z) 
= ^xid^'d3?')- dx {ds d's - dx d'x) 
■= d'zds'- dx ds d''s, 

xpressions resulting for the second and tliird: we 
herefiwe. 
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,_ dsd'z-dzdh , \ds) . . 

Let a, j3, y, denote the angles which the radius of curvature />, 

estimated in the direction from x, y, Zy to x'y y', z'y forms with 

the co-ordinate axes : then 

^(dx 

x' - X Kds 

cos a = = P - — 



ds 
d\% 



a y -y \ds 

COS p = ^ = p — 




cosy = -_ = ^-^ 

From these three formulae, observing that 

COS* a + cos* j3 + cos* 7=1, 
we obtain 

M(4)'^(4'J:(''l)]' (»). 

a result which is in agreement with the formulae (1) and (2). 

(265) The determination of the centre and radius of the 
osculatiag circle may be effected also by the following simple 
method.* 

Let PQy QR, (fig. 30) be two consecutive elements of the 
curve, and let us suppose them to be equal, which is the same 
thing as considering ds constant or taking s for the independent 
variable. Complete the parallelograms PQRS, SQTM, and 
let My N, My N' y be the projections of P, Q, jB, Ty upon the 

* This method was given by Mr. Archibald Smith, of Trinity College, in the 
Cambridge MathematicalJoumal for February 1838. 
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axis of X. The centre O of the osculating circle, which passes 
through the three points P, Q, R, will evidently lie in the 
line QS produced. Let Q' be the extremity of the diameter 
through Q: join RQ and PR: QS will be bisected by PR in 
a point V. Then, QRV, QQ'R, being right-angled triangles, 
we have QR* = QQ' x QV, 

or, putting QO = p, QS = X, QR = dsy 

Let a, /3, 7, be the angles which QO makes with the co- 
ordinate axes ; then 

QS cos a = i?r cos a = M'N' : 
but M'N' = NN' - NM' = 3fiVr- iVJ[f' = d^x : 

hence X cos a = rf^ic, 

and therefore cos a = p -^j-r . 

Similarly cos /3 = p -7^ , 

do 

d^z 
cos 7 = p -TT . 



Hence, observing that 

cos' a + cos' j3 + cos' 7=1, 

we obtain 1 = |(g)% (^g J , (g J}* . 

If we change the independent variable from s to any other 
quantity, we shall arrive at the formulae obtained above for p. 
Thus, the formula (14) results immediately from this expression 
for /o, by introducing the alteration corresponding to the suppo- 
sition that ds is no longer constant. 

Again, x ^ y' , z , being the co-ordinates of the centre of cur- 
vature, we get, putting for p its value just obtained in the 
expressions for cos a, cos j3, cos 7, 

2 d^x 

Is' 

d^ 
ds' 

d\ 



X — X - p cos a = p -j-Y y 



y' - y = p cos /3 = p' -^ , 



z -« = pcos7 = p 



.2 



L' 
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(266) To calculate an expression for rfO, the angle of torsion. 
The equation to the osculating plane at the point x^ y, z^ being 

As! + By' + 6V = A 
the equation to the consecutive osculating plane will be 

^y + By' + Cz = D, 

where A^A^dA, B^B^dB, C'^C+dC. 

Now, dO being the angle between these two planes, which for 
brevity we will call , 

^^^f. ' aa:^bb+cc 

cos f7 :s — • 

' {A^ +B-^ Cy . (A" + £'* + C'^> ' 
and therefore 

^^ ' (A' -^B'+C). (A'' + B' + C'^) 

_ (BdC- CdBf + (ft?^ - AdCJ + (^rf^ - BdAJ 

{A^ + ^^ + 07 

But B^dz d^x - rfa; d*2;, dB = rf^: ei^a; - dx d% 
C^dx d^y - dy d^Xy dC = dx d^y - dy d^x, 
and therefore 
BdC- CdB = efo {dx{d^y d\ - rf*^: e^'y) + dy (d^z d^x - d^x d^z) 

+ efe (rf^:r d^y - e/'y ^^a:)}, 

analogous expressions existing for the two other binomial terms 
in the numerator of the formula for sin' 0, 

Hence, putting dO for sin 0^ , and ds^ for doi? + dr^ + dz^, 
and taking the square root, we have 

dd ^ dx{d^yd!'z-d^zd^yYdy{d^zd?x-d^xd^z)->tdz{d^xd''y-'d^y6^x) 
ds (dy d\ - dz d^yj + {dz d^x - dx d^zf + (dx d^y - dy d^xf 

(15), 

which is a measure of the rate of torsion at any point of the 
curve. 

(267) Points of Inflected Torsion, The total amount of the 
torsion of a curve, as we pass along any proposed length of the 
arc, is equivalent to an angle Q, that is, to the sum of all the 
successive values o{ dd: if the torsion, after having for a certain 
space taken place in one direction, then assume an opposite 
course, the torsion at the point of the curve where this change 

Q 



i 
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takes place may be said to be inflectedy and the point itself may 
be termed a point of inflected torsion. In passing along the arc 
through such a point, the measure of torsion must evidently 
change sign. Hence, by formula (1 5), we see that the condition 
for a point of inflected torsion coincides with a change of sign in 
the expression 

dx (d^y d^z - d^z d^y) + dy {d^z d^x - d^x d^z) 

-h dz (d^x d^'y - d^y d'x) (16). 

If the change of sign take place so that the expression (15) 
pass through a zero value, the change in the character of the 
torsion will be continuous: if this expression pass through 
infinity, the change of torsion will be abrupt, two consecutive 
osculating planes including an angle of - 180°. The point will 
therefore be cuspidal. 

(268) Points of Suspended and of Infinite Torsion. The 
expression for the measure of the rate of torsion given in (1 5), 
may be zero at a certain point, although it may not change 
sign as we pass through the point. The torsion does not in 
this case change its character, but is merely stationary for a 
small portion of the arc: the point may therefore be called 
a point of suspended torsion. If the expression for the measure 
of the rate of torsion be infinite, and there be no change of sign, 
the increase of the torsion will be abrupt, and the angle between 
two consecutive osculating planes will be +180°: such a point 
may be called, in relation to the rate of torsion, a 2}oint of 
infinite torsion. 

If the expression (16) be satisfied identically by the equations 
to the curve, for all simultaneous co-ordinates, the curve wiU 
Ke entirely in one plane; a conclusion which agrees with 
Art. (145). 

,. (269) Points of Inflected Curvature. If, as we pass along 
a particular portion of a curve, the angle ds lie first on one side 
of the tangent at each point, and afterwards on the other, it is 
evident that the nature of the curvature undergoes alteration, 
concavity and convexity being interchanged. This will be 
clear on inspecting fig. (31), where three consecutive elements, 
PP, P'P\ P'P"'y are drawn, the angle dt, in the osculating 
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plane PPP^ being below the tangent at P, and, in the oscu- 
lating plane PP'P"', above the tangent at P. The point 
where the change takes place may be called di point of inflected 
curvature. 

Suppose first, that the change of the character of the curva- 

ture is continuous: then, since — must change sign through 

as 

zero, we see, from formula (3), supposing s to be the inde- 
pendent variable, that 

d^x ^ d\ ^ d^z ^ ,,.. 

If we suppose a: to be the independent variable, then, from 
formula (4), we see that, as necessary conditions, 

d^ d^ 

I""' l=» <•■* 

do^ dx^ 

ds . 

If — be finite, these two conditions evidently reduce 

dx 
themselves to dy d z 



^ = 0' :o = o- 



cte dx 

When — is infinite, the conditions will occasionally be 
dx ^ 

satisfied when ^_y _. ^ ^_£ _ ^ 

da^ * dx^ 

If the change of the nature of the curvature be abrupt, then 

-=- will pass through oo , and two consecutive elements of the 
as 

curve will be inclined to each other at an angle of - 180®. 
Hence, in one or more of the equations (17), or of the 
equivalent equations (18), must be replaced by oo . 

(270) Points of Suspended and of Infinite Curvature. If a 

change of sign do not take place in the value of -- when 

ds 

it passes through zero, the curvature is merely suspended; 

and if, without changing sign, its value pass through infinity, 

q2 
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the rate of curvature is infinite. Such points may be called 
iesipective[y points of suspended axiA points of infinite curvature. 

(271) Points of Inflected imA oi Suspended Torsion are ordina- 
rily comprehended under the appellation oipoints of simple inflec- 
tion ; an essential property of such points being the coincidence 
of two consecutive osculating planes. 

Points of Inflected and of Suspended Curtature are ordinarily 
denoted by the common name of points of double inflection / 
two consecutive elements at such points lie in a single line. 
These points have been called points of double inflection, 
because their existence involves that of points of simple inflec- 
tion. I have adopted different appellations for such singular 
points, because I think the ordinary terms do not correspond 
with suflicient distinctness to the true geometrical peculiarities 
of the points. 

(272) There is an important distinction between plane curves and 
curves of double curvature, in regard to their radii of curvature. 
In plane curves the radii of curvature intersect each other con- 
secutively, the locus of these intei-sections being the evolnte, to 
which all the radii are tangents ; while in curves of double 
curvature the radii of the osculating circles do not meet each 
other consecutively. Through the middle points K, K', K',... 
of the several elements PP, PP% P'P", .... of the curve 
PP'P\. . ..(fig.33), draw normal planes i,Z', i",... .intersect- 
ting each other consecutively in the straight lines AB, A'B, ... 
and thus forming a developable surface, the envelop of all the 
planes. If we cut the planes L, ll,. . . .by the osculating plane 
PPP\ which is at right angles to both of them, the lines of 
intersection will be the normals KC and K'C, perpendicular to 
AB, and of which the former will be the radius of curvature of 
the curve at the point P. In the same way, cutting the normal ■ 
planes L' and L' by the osculating planes PP'P', we shall 

■L — ^__ .i_g sections, the two normals K'C and KG, perpen- 
^B, the former of which will be the radius of curva- 
point P. Now it is evident that the radius K'C 
incide with the other normal K'C, because these 
re the intersections of the same plane X' with two 
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different osculating planes : hence K'C will meet AB in a 
point / different from C, and consequently the two radii of 
curvature, KC and K'C, situated in the planes L and L\ 
have not a common point at the intersection of these two planes : 
it follows, therefore, that these two radii do not meet. 

From what we have said, then, it appears that the centres of 
curvature (7, C\ (7,. . . .do not result from the successive inter- 
sections of the radii KC, K'C, K'C',, . . .and that consequently 
these radii are not tangents to the locus of these points : the 
radii of curvature cannot therefore be regarded as formed by 
the unwrapping of a thread wound about the curve CCC\ . . , : 
in other words, the CC (7, , . . . is not an evolute of the curve 
PP'P\ . , . whenever this latter curve has double curvature. 

(273) Although the locus of the centres of the osculating circles 
is not an evolute of PP'P\ . . . ; yet, as Monge has shewn, this 
curve may be shewn to possess an infinite number of evolutes. 
In fact, if in i, the first of the normal planes, we draw arbitrarily 
a straight line KD (fig. 32), which wiU always be normal to the 
proposed curve ; and then, through the D and K', draw another 
straight line K'DD', which will lie in L', the second normal 
plane ; then a third line K'D'D" situated in the plane P\ and 
so on successively, we shall obtain, by the successive inter- 
sections of these normals, a curve DD'D\ ... to which these 
normals will be tangents. The curve PP'P\ , . .may evidently 
be described by unwrapping a string wound about the curve 
DD'D\. . . .which will thus be an evolute of the former. In 
proof of this, it is sufficient to observe that the portions DK and 
DK' of the tangents to DDD', . . . are equal to each other, or 
that the point D is at the same distance from the three points 
M, M', M" ; for it is clear that each point of the line AB, 
which is the intersection of the two planes L and L' drawn at 
right angles to the elements PP and P'P" through their middle 
points, must be at the same distance from P, from P', and from 
P\ Moreover, since the first normal KD was drawn arbitrarily 
in the plane L, we may, by varying the direction of this normal, 
obtain an infinite variety of evolutes all situated on the envelop- 
ing surface of the normal planes. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



ON THE CURVATURE OF SVRFACES. 

(274) A plane is said to be normal to a surface when it con- 
tains a normal line. If at any proposed point of a sur&ce, a 
■eries of normal planes be drawn, the radii of curvature of the 
Tarious normal sections of the surface at the point will generally 
vary : from a comparison of the curvatures of the different 
normal sections, we shall arrive at a conception of the nature of 
tiie curvature of the surface around the point in question. 

The radius of curvature at any point of a plane normal 
section of a surface is determined by the intersection of the 
normal to the surface at the point with the normal plane at a 
consecutive point of the curve of section. 

(275) Let the equation to the surface be 

F(x, i/,z)=0: 
then, adopting the notation of Chapter xiii., we shall have, for 
the equations to the normal at the point (x, y, z), 



^-"-5 - y -y » ^ " ^ 

U V w 



.0). 



Now the direction-cosines of any tangent line are 

dx dy dz 

ds ' ds ' ds' 

and the tangent line may be taken as that which touches the 

curve of section at the point where the normal is drawn. Hence 

e normal plane, at the point (z, y, z), will be 

;)'& + (»/'- y)dy + (z'^ z)dz = (2). 

tiating the equation to the surface, we get 
Udx + Vdy + Wdz = (3), 
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it is evident that the Kne (1) lies in the plane (2): the inter- 
section of (1) with the consecutive normal plane will there- 
fore lie in the line of intersection of (2) with the consecutive 
normal plane. The equations to this line of intersection are (2), 
and an equation obtained by differentiating (2) with respect to 
X, t/y z, viz. 

(x - x) d'^x + {y' - y) d^y + (z' - z) d\ = dx"" + dy" + d:^ = t/s*...(4). 

The equations (l) and (4), taken together, determine a:', y', «', 
the co-ordinates of the centre of curvature of the section, and 
the radius of curvature is the distance between that point and 
{Xy y, z). From (1) and (4), there is 

U V W Ud^x + Vd^y + Wd\ '" ^^ ' 

hence also, p denoting the radius of curvature, 

which is one expression for the radius of curvature. 

(276) We may eliminate the second differentials d^x, d^y, d% 
from the equations (5) and (6) in the following manner. Dif- 
ferentiating (3), we have 

Ud^x + Vd^y + Wd^z + uda? + vdy^ + wds? 

+ 2udydz + 2v'dzdx + 2w'dxdy = : 

availing ourselves of this equation, and putting 

dx J dy dz 

ds ds ds 

we readily transform the equations (5) and (6) into 

ru + m't? + n^w + 2mnu' + 2nlv + 2lmw' 

U V W 



X - X y - y z - z 



(7), 



^ Pw + m^v + n^w + 2mnu' + 2nlv + 2lmw' ^ ^' 

(277) There is no condition which will enable us to select one 
of the two signs introduced by the radical into the expression 
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for p in preference to the other, although at each point of the 
surface for an assigned normal plane p must have some determi- 
nate position. The ambiguity of sign indicates that it is quite 
arbitrary which side of the tangent plane we adopt for the 
positive direction of p. The actual position of p can be ob- 
tained only from the equations (7), the equation (8) serving 
merely to determine its magnitude. 

(278) The equations (7) and (8) may easily be transformed 
so as to involve the partial differential coefficients of z with 
respect to a; and y, instead of the partial differential coefficients 
of F(Xy y, z) with respect to ar, y, z. 

Conceive the equation to the surface to be reduced to the form 

F{xy y, z) =f{x, y)-z=0, 
z being thus rendered explicit. Then it is easily seen that 

u = — = r, c = — " t. to = 0, 
dx' ' df ' 

W = 0, «? = 0, W = - ■ = $. 

dxay 

The equations (7) and (8) will therefore become 

Pr + 2lms + mH 

P 9. - 1 



X - X y - y z - z 

and p . ±(l±£l±J?!>- . 

(279) For all normal sections passing through x^ y, z^ the 
quantities jj^ y^ jy^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^'^ 

are constant; but the expressions iot x- x'yy -y\ z - z, p, will 
change as /, m, n, vary ; the variation of /, /w, w, taking place in 
accordance with the two conditions 

r + m' + w'= 1 (9), 

lU-^ mV+nJV=0 (10); 
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the latter of which expresses the perpendicularity of the tangent 
line to the normal. 

Since, at any assigned point of the surface, the quantities 
X - x'^ y -y', z - z'y in consequence of the variations of /, m, n^ 
have changes of magnitude, it is possible that they may likewise 
experience changes of sign. Should a change of sign take place 
in the value of any one of them, it will take place simultaneously 
in the values of all, the expression 

/V + ^^^ + ^'^ + 2mnu + 2nlv' + 2lmw', 

which is common to all of them, being the only variable element 
in their values. Such changes of sign indicate that the centre 
of the circle of curvature must lie for diiferent sections in oppo- 
site directions from the point {x, y, z\ or that the surface in the 
vicinity of the point lies partly on one side and partly on the 
other side of the tangent plane. We proceed to ascertain under 
what conditions these changes of sign can take place. 

U V W A 



Put 



/ — 



X - X y - y z - z K 

A being a constant: hence we see that a change of sign in 
X - ocy y - y'y z - z', will take place simultaneously with a 
change of sign in jB' : but, from (7), we see that 

S? (Pu + mh + r?w + 2mnu + 2nlv + 2lmw') = A ; 

or, putting Ml = x^, Rm = y^ , Rn = z^ , 

ux^ + vy^ + wz^ + 2u'y^z^ + 2vz^x^ + 2wxjf^ = -dt. . . .(1 1) : 

we have also, from (10), 

KCj 4- Fy, + TT;?! = (12). 

Thus we see that a change of sign in the values oi x- x\ y- y', 
z - Zy is coincident with a change of sign in the square of the 
radius-vector of a central conic section, of which the equations 
are (11) and (12). If the conic section be an ellipse, all its radii 
are possible, and therefore their squares are always positive, and 
the values oi x - x', y - y', z - z'y have always the same sign. 
If the conic section be an hyperbola, some of the radii are pos- 
sible and some impossible; their squares may, therefore, be 
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poutiTe or Degative, and the chaageB of sign which -we are 
conBidermg may take place. 

The nature of the conic sectioii will he heat seen by sup- 
posing the surface to he referred to the tangent plane at the 
point («, y, z) as the plane of xy, and then the equation to t^e 
conic section is reduced to 

(«:,' + 2v)'z,y^ + py,' = A, 
z, - 0. 
The equation will be an ellipse if 

MC - w" > 0, 
and an hyperbola, if wp - w" < 0. 
If it should happen that uv - w'^ = 0, 
then the hyperbola will degenerate into two straight lines : also 

(lu + mv>'f {lio' -f mo)' ' 
so that iP never changes sign : if the relation between / and m 
be such that ;„ + f„^' „ q, or lu>- + mv = 0, 
these two relations being really one and the same, then x ~ z', 
y -i/, z-z', p, all become infinite. 

The relation up - w" = 

is satisfied in the instance of developable surfaces, the infinite 
values of ar - x', &c. having relation to sections along the gene- 
rating lines of the surface. 

(S80) To find the greatest and least radii of curvature of the 
normal sections at any point of a surface. 

If we put :(.{XP+V'+ W^y>=P, 

we have to make 
p 

— = /V + n^t> + n'lP + imnu'-i- 2nlv' + 2lmw'. . . .(13) 
P 

_ : linimum ; I, m, «, being supposed to vary in 

le relations (9) and (10). From (10), we have 

imn p^;, : 
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28S 



similarly 



2nl = 



2/m = 



wu 
uv 



•!4 



Substituting these expressions for 2mn, 2nl, ilm, in (13), we' get 



•where 



P 
H^u^ ^,(Uu' - Vv' - Ww') 



K= V + 



VW 

V 
WU 

w 



( r»' - WvJ - ctm') 



) 



i = w + ^{Wvd - Uu' - Vv') 



(15). 



That p may be a maximum or minimum, we must equate the 

P 

differential of — to zero : hence, from (9), (10), (14), we have 

P 

Idl + mdm + ndn == 0, 

Udl + Vdm 4 Wdn = 0, 

Hldl + Kmdm + Zwrfw = 0. 

Eliminating d?, t&w, rfw, by indeterminate multipliers, we have 

(ir+A);-poZ7=01 

(^+X)m- ptr= o[ (16). 

(x + X)7i-poTr=oJ 

Multiplying these three equations in order by /, m, n, and 
adding, we have, by (9), (10), (14), 

- + X « 0. 



Hence, from the equations (16), 



/ = 



l^ 



U ^ 



H^l 



m = 



A*- 



jBT- 



n 



I) 

p 



(17> 



Z- 



y 



.(18). 
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Multiplying these equations in order by U, 
adding, we have, by (tO), 

H~- E-- L-- 
P P P 

This quadratic equation determines, in terms of the quan- 
tities U, V, W, H, K, L, P, which are known for any point 
of the surface, the greatest and least values of p at that point. 
By substituting either of these values in (1 7), we determine the 
ratios I '.m -.n, which give the position of the corresponding 
normal section. 

(281) These equations also enable us to prove that the normal 
sections of greatest and least curvature are at right angles to 
one another. Thus, if /„ m^, b„ and l^, m^, »,, be the values of 
I, m, n, corresponding to p^, p^, the greatest and least values of p, 
the equations (1 7) and (1 8) must be satisfied when each of these 
systems of values is substituted for I, m, n, and p. Hence, 
writing down (18) for each value of p, and subtracting one 
equation from the other, we get 
fP P\ f F' V 



(^D[^ 



■tn^- 






rr^ 



Hence, if p, and p, be different, the second factor must be equal 
to zero, or, which is the same thing, on account of equations (17), 

?/, + m,m, + n,n, = ; 
which shews that the sections are at right angles to one another. 
Ti ™„1 — ."tiona of greatest and least curvature at any point 

ire called the principal sections, and the radii of 

rindpal radii of curvature* 

oaa whicli I have given foi 
id of the posilloiis of Ihe pr 
eon, of St. Peter's College. 
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(282) In the case of an ellipsoid, 

x^ y^ s? 



2 ■'■ w ■•■ ^a ~ ^5 



we have U =^4 . V-%, W^^ 



2' 12^ 2 ^ 

a b c 

2 2 2 

a* &* c* 

w' = 0, t?' = 0, w' = 0, 

\a c J p 

p being the perpendicular from the origin on the tangent plane. 
Hence the equation (18) gives us 

^ y^ ^ c. 



«' (jop - a') V (pp - b') c' (pp - c') 

From the last term of this quadratic when cleared of its frac- 

tional form, which is equal to — 4— , it appears that the product 

of the greatest and least radii of curvature is constant for all 
points for which p is constant. The equation for p may be put 
into another remarkable form : for if we write it thus, 

a?' y^ ^ 

\ pp) \ pp) \ pp) 

and subtract it from the equation to the ellipsoid, we see that 

^ y' ^ . 

a - pp b - pp c - pp 

this is the equation to a concentric surface of the second order, 
which will be also confocal, since, if a', J', c', be its semi-axes, 

a^ = a^ - pp^ b'^ = y - pp, c'^ = (? -pp, 
and therefore 

(i(J83) The perpendicularity of the principal sections may be 
concisely established also by the following reasoning. 
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Tutting n= in the equatioii (13), which amounts to 

the tangent plane at the point in question for the plane of xy, 

we have p 

^ = ru^ Hmw + m'p (19), 

I and m heing subject to the condition 

/' + m' = 1 (20). 

Differentiating these two equations with regard to / and m, 
and putting dp = 0, we get, by means of an indeterminate 

multiplier A, lu^mw'^\l (21), 

mv + Iw = Am (22); 

whence {u - v)lm + to' (m* - /*) = 0, 

w* u - V m 

— + — r-. --1 = 0: 

r w I 

hence, /,, m,, and l^ m,, being the values of /, m, for the principal 
sections, we see that tn m 

which is the condition for the perpendicularity of the sections. 

(284) To prove that the curvature of any normal section is 
equal to the sum of the curvatures of the two principal sections, 
multiplied respectively by the squares of the cosines of the 
angles which the principal planes make with the normal plane. 

Multiplying (21) and (22) by / and m respectively, and^ 

adding, we get by (19), p 

A = — ; 
P 

and therefore, eliminating / and m between (21) and (22), . 

u-.?\(v-?-\ = vP (23). 

Let p,, p„ denote the principal radii of curvature, and suppose 

that the planes of xz, yz, coincide with the principal planes. 

Then, from (19), putting /= 1, w = 0, p = Pj, simultaneously, 

we have p 

— = u\ 

Pi 
similarly, putting Z=0, m = l, p = p^i 

P 

— = t?. 

P2 
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Thus u and v are the roots of the equation (23), which is 

P . 

a quadratic in — : hence it follows that w' = 0. "We obtain, 

P 
therefore, from (19), 

P \Pi Pi 

or, if / = cos Qy m = sin a, 

1 cos' a sin* a ^^^x 

- = + (24), 

P Pi P2 

which establishes our proposition. 

(285) We have shewn that if the planes of xz, yz, coincide 
with the principal sections, we must have, as a necessary con- 
dition, w = 0, It may easily be seen that this condition is also 
sufficient; for, putting w' = in (21) and (22), we get 

lu = A/, mv = Xw, 
and therefore mlu = mh ; 

an equation which may be satisfied by ? = 0, m = 1, or by 
/= 1, m = 0. 

(286) The formula (24) may be established also in the follow- 
ing manner* 

Let (/j, m,, »i), (l^y m^y wj, be the direction-cosines of any 

two lines thxough a point P, at right angles to one another, 

in a plane of which the direction-cosines are proportional to 

Uy V, W. Then 

Ul^ + Vm^ + Wn^ = (a), 

f773 + Fw, -f TFw, = (J). 

Again, let (/, m, n) be the direction-cosines of a line in 
the same plane passing through P, and making an angle 6 
with the line (?„ m^y n^. We have then 

Ul+Vm^ Wn^() (c), 

ffj -h mm, + WW, = cos a • 

//^ + mm^ + wWg = sin a > (d). 

Z,/^+m,m2+«,n2= J 

• This method of investigating the formula was communicated to me by Mr. 
Blackburn, of Trinity College. 
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Now, \, X,, being arbitrary multipliers, (c) - 


X,(a)-A,(i) 


gives 






whence 


n=A.«,+ X^,; 




a, + mm. 


1- nn, = >, (i,* + m,' + n,') + A, (/,/, + m 


m, + n,»J, 


or,by(rf). 


cos a = A.: 




similarly, 


sin « « X,. 




Hence 


/ = /,cos«. /.Binaj 






m = »i, coBa+m, sinal 


■ . w. 




» = », co8u + »,sinaJ 




a geometrical 


theorem. 





Let the plane considered be the tangent plane to a sur^e 
at a point (x, y, z\ and let (/,, m„ n^, {\, tn^, nj, be the 
direction-coBines of the normals to the principal normal planes. 
Then, by the formulte (17), 





[" 


-Jf-' 


,.!7, 




(- 


9- 


).n 




(^ 


-S-= 


^w. 


,by{c)and(if). 




Pi 


Btt, 


+ Kmm^ + Lnn 


Htt 


+ Kmntj -t Lnn 


P . 



.1.0, by (14), fl;- + _Ki„'- 

We have therefore, by (e), 



formula (24), the discovery of which is due to Euler, 
'aluable, as it enables us at once to calculate the 
mature of any proposed normal section when the 
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radii of curvature of the two principal sections are given. If 
instead of making use of the principal sections of the surface, 
we were to take any normal planes whatever at any point, 
it would be necessary to introduce the radii of curvature, 
JR, i?, i2", of three such sections, and the angles a', a, con- 
tained between them, into the expression for the value of p. 

Thus, taking one of the normal sections as the plane of xz, if 
we put in the formula (19), successively, 

/=1, m = 0, p = jR; 

I = cos a', m = sin a', p =^ Bl ; 

I = cos {a + o"), w = sin (a + a*), p = J?* ; 

we shall have three equations from which we can find w, w\ «?, 
in terms of i2, ii', R', a, d\ Hence, by (19), we might deter- 
mine the value of p for any proposed normal section whatever, 
in terms of the radii of these three normal sections and their 
contained angles. 

(287) If p, p'y be the radii of curvature of any two normal 
sections at right angles to each other, to prove that 

1111 

Putting in the formula (24), a^-lir instead of a, and replacing 
pbyf>',wehave ^ gj^^a^ ^^^ ^ 

-7 = + : 

9 Pi P2 

hence _+- = _+- (25) ; 

9 9 9i P2 
which shews that the sum of the curvatures of any two normal 
sections at right angles to each other is invariable. 

CoR. Combining this conclusion with the equation ( 1 8), which 
gives the values of the two quantities Pj, p,, we see that, the 
system of co-ordinates being any whatever, 

P' ^1 + 1^ , (ir+ L) ZT' + (i + ^) F^ + (H-^ K) W\ 

(288) We will proceed to make a few remarks on the equa- 
tion (24). In the first place, it is important to observe that p, 

R 
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aad p, are values of p in the equation(19)correspondiiig to the same 
sign of the radical P : this will be easily seen if, for distiactness 
of conception^ we first take (19) with the positive, and secondly 
with the negative value of P. We shall find in both cases that 
in arriving at the relation (24), the same sign, whichever it may 
be, has been of necessity retained throughout. We must bear 
in mind, also, that the quantities p^ and p, are not necessarily 
symbols of the mere magnitude of the principal radii of curva- 
ture, for they may be either both positive, both negative, or the 
one positive and the other negative. The sign of p will depend 
upon that of p^i p^j and the value of a. As a consequence of 
(24), it will therefore follow that (25) signifies that the analytical 
sum of the curvatures at any point is constant^ the geometrical 
sum not being subject to such limitation, except when p^ and p, 
have the same sign. 

When p, and p, have the same sign, then it is evident that p 
wiU have always the same sign as either of them : this shews 
that all the normal sections at the point in question lie, in the 
neighbourhood of the point, on the same side of the tangent 
plane ; or that the surface is convex at the point. 

Suppose that p^ is less than p,; then, writing (24) under the 
forms 1 1 



it is plain that - > - > - <- » 

Pi P Pi P 

Pi <Py P2> P9 
or that, in absolute value, p^ is a minimum^ and p, a maximum, 
among all the values of p. 

If Pi = Pa ; then it is evident, from (24), that 

1 1 1 

;~=T=~> P^Pi^Piy 
P Pi Pz 

whatever be the value of a : thus all the normal sections have 

at the point the same curvature, and may all equally be regarded 



i; 
I . 
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as principal sections. A point of the surface possessed of this 
peculiarity is called an umbilicus. We shall enter, below, more 
fiiUy into the examination of these points. 

Next, let us suppose that the principal radii have opposite 
signs : for instance, let pj be positive and p^ negative. In this 
case the curvatures of the principal sections will be opposite, so 
that the surface must lie partly above and partly below the 
tangent plane in the neighbourhood of the point. If we agree 
to denote by p^ simply its geometrical magnitude, we shall have 

1 _ cos' a sin'* a 

P Pi Pi 

Suppose that a' is the least positive value of a which will satisfy 
the equation ^^^2 ^^ ^^^2^^ 

Pi P2 

then, as a increases continuously from - a up to 27r - a', it is 

evident that - will be zero and therefore p infinite for the 

P 

following values of a, viz. 

— a , a , TT — a', tt -t a', 2Tr — a'. 

It is clear also that p will be positive as a varies from - a to + a', 
and from tt - a' to tt + a ; and that it will be negative as a varies 
from a to TT - a', and from tt + a' to 27r - a'. 

If therefore we draw, in the tangent plane at the point, two 
straight lines inclined at angles - a, + a', or, which comes to the 
same thing, at angles tt - a', tt + a', to the axis of x, these straight 
lines will be the traces of two normal planes which separate the 
normal sections, of which the curvature has one direction from 
those of opposite curvature. 

It is easily seen from the formula that p^ is the absolute mini- 
mum of all the positive radii, and p, the absolute minimum of 
all the negative radii. Analytically speaking, p^, affected by its 
sign minus, is a maximum, being the least of the negative radii. 
In the case considered above, where Pj and p, were supposed to 
have the same sign, one of these quantities is a maximum and 
the other a minimum, both geometrically and analytically. 

r2 
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In the case of a developable surface^ it is easy to see that one 
of the radii is infinite : thus, from (23), 



("-7)('-7)- 



but, in a developable surface, as we see by putting U and V 
both equal to zero in the equation of Art. (255), 

hence — (tt + t? )=0: 

9 \ PJ 

thus we see that p^ = oo. Euler's formula is therefore reduced 

^ 1 cos* a 

> 

9 9i 
a result which shews that p has the same sign for all values of a, 
or that the surface in the vicinity of the point under considera- 
tion lies entirely on one side of the tangent plane. 

(289) There is a striking analogy between the formula connect- 
ing the radius of any normal section with the principal radii, and 
the relation subsisting between the diameters and axes of an 
ellipse or an hjrperbola. In fact, putting 

the positive or negative sign being taken accordingly as pj, /o^, 
have the same or contrary signs, we have 

1 cos' a sin' a 

the equation to a central conic section of which a, ft, are the 
semi-axes, and R a diameter inclined at an angle a to the 
direction of a. Thus we see that, if the principal axes of the 
conic section denote the square roots of the principal radii, the 
diameters will represent the square root of any radius whatever, 
the corresponding normal section being inclined at the same 
angle to one of the principal sections as the diameter of the 
conic section to one of its principal axes. 

(290) The curvature of any surface at any of its points may 
always be assimilated to the curvature of an ellipsoid, or of an hyper- 
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boloid of one sheet at one of its real vertices. Suppose that in 
the planes of xz, yz, two ellipses are described, their centres being 
in the axis of 2: at a common distance c from the origin, c being 
a semiaxis of both : let the other semiaxes of the two ellipses be 

2 12 

a, J, respectively, a and h being so chosen that — = Pi , -" = f>2 • 

An ellipsoid may be constructed, of which a, J, c, are the semi- 
axes in magnitude and position. Let H be the distance of a 
point in the ellipsoid from its centre, the distance of the point 
from the plane of xy being c. Then the radius of curvature of 
the elliptic section of the ellipsoid, made by a normal plane 

through this point at the origin, will be p' « — . Now the 

equation to the section of the ellipsoid by a plane through its 
centre at right angles to the axis of z^ gives us 





1 


cos' 


a sin' a 

1 




i2'* 


a' 


^ y 


hence, putting for a^ 


h\ 


their values 


respectively, we get 




09iy 


^P2> 




c 


cos' 

St —^— 

9i 


a sin' a 

— 1 






but c = — r ; hence 
9 


1 


cos' 


a sin' a 


1 

9 


Pi 


P2 


But, in relation to the surface. 






1 


cos'( 


a sin' a 

- + 




9 


Pi 


P2 


and therefore 




p 


= P- 



Thus we see that the radii of curvature of all normal sections of 
the surface and of the ellipsoid coincide both in magnitude and 
in direction; and, accordingly, the ellipsoid has a complete 
osctdation with the surface. As we pass from point to point on 
the surface, the osculating ellipsoid will, of course, generally 
change, not only in form, but in all the circumstances of posi- 
tion. 

If we next suppose p^ to be positive and p, negative, we must 
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haye^ preserving the same notation as in the preceding case^ 
and making the sign of p, explicit, 

c being taken positively as before : thus a will be real and h 
imaginary ; and consequently the ellipse in the plane yz wiU be 
changed into an hyperbola, to which the axis of y is a tangent 
and the origin the vertex, and which lies in the negative 
direction of the axis of z : the osculating surface will therefore 
become an hyperboloid of one sheet, of which the ellipse in the 
plane of xz is the ellipse de gorge. The identity of p and p for 
the surface and the hyperboloid may be shewn just as in the case 
already discussed, of the osculating ellipsoid. The osculating 
hyperboloid will therefore indicate the exact nature of the ctir- 
vature of the surface, both in magnitude and direction, for every 
normal section. 

In the case of a developable surface we know that one of the 
principal radii of curvature, p, for instance, is infinite. The 
axis h of the ellipse in the plane of yz will, therefore, become 
infinite; so that this ellipse will degenerate into two straight 
lines parallel to the axis of y. The osctdating surface will 
accordingly, in this particular case, degenerate into a right 
cylinder upon the ellipse in the plane of xz as its base. 

It may be remarked that, in the case when Pj and p^ have the 
same sign, we might have taken for the osculating surface, 
instead of an ellipsoid, either an hyperboloid of two sheets or 
an elliptic paraboloid, both of which surfaces are convex as 
well as the ellipsoid. We might also, when p^ is negative, 
Pj being positive, have taken an hyperbolic paraboloid instead 
of an hyperboloid of one sheet, either of these surfaces being 
equally capable of representing both the magnitude and the 
direction of the curvature. The two surfaces, however, which 
have been selected out of the five, will be sufficient for the 
purpose of illustration. 

(291) To speak generally, any two surfaces are said to osculate 
at a point where they have a common normal, when all normal 
sections made by the same plane have mutual osculation at the 
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point. That this may be the case, it is sufficient and necessary 
that the principal planes of the two surfaces coincide, and that 
their principal radii of curvature be equal and of the same 
nature. Suppose, in order to leave no obscurity on this point, 
that p, 22, are the radii of the normal sections of the surfaces 
made by any normal plane. Let € be the angle between the 
principal sections of the two surfaces. Then, p, , p^, being the 
principal radii of one surface, and R^y R^y of the other, 

1 cos* a sin* a 

-= + , 

P Pi P2 

1 _ cos' (a + e) sin' (a + c) 

R R, ^ R, * 

But JB = p for all values of a ; hence 

cos' a sin' a cos' (a + e) sin (a 4- b) 

+ = 1; 1 + ^^ -' 



Pi p 



2 



R, R^ 



putting a = 0, a = J TT, successively, we have 

A 

1 cos' £ sin £ 
I _ sin' € cos' £ 

^ 1 . P2 ^1 ^2 

and therefore 

cos' a cos* 6 cos' a sin' s sin' o sin' e sin' o cos' f 



4 =r + =r + 



R^ R^ R^ R^ 

_ cos' (o + e) sin' (a + c) . 

, . 2 sin a cos € sin c cos a 2 Cos a cos £ sin a sin c 
hence = = — 

since this is true for all values of a, we have 



A'^J' 



s sin 2e 

and therefore sin 2c = 0, 

a relation which shews that the principal sections of the two 

surfaces coincide. Putting £ = 0, we see that 

Pi ^l' P2 ^2' 
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(292) Umbilici, The radii of curratiire of the principal sec- 
tions, and therefore of all normal sections, at an umbilicus are 
equal, and have the same signs. The conditions, therefore, for 
a point of this nature are that the values oi z-x'y y - y', z - «', 
in (7), shall be the same both in magnitude and in sign for aU 
simultaneous values of /, w, «, given by the equations (9) and 
(10). That this may be the case it is sufficient and necessary 
that p^ ^ ffi\ ^ f^^ 4 Immi + 2«/t?' + ilmw' = C, 

where C is invariable under the conditions of the problem. 
Now, from (9) and (10), we have 

{mV^nWJ^l'TP, 

2mnVJV=PTP-^ni'V^-n*W^; 

similarly 2nl WU ^m^V^ - n^W^ -VTPy 

2lmUV^ n^W^-- PIP - wT*: 

combining these relations with the expression for (7, we get 

CUVW^ UVW(Pu + m^v + ri'w) 

+ Uu (PIP - m^V^ - n^W) 

+ Vv (m'T-n'W^- PIP) 

+ Ww'(n^W^-PlP--m^r'). 

If we put I - m' - w* in this equation for /*, C will depend upon 
two quantities m' and n^. Now, if between (9) and (10) we 
eliminate l, we shall have a quadratic for determining m in 
terms of w, such that for any arbitrary value of n^y m' will have 
two different values ; the converse being also, of course, true if 
we express n^ in terms of m*. Hence, in the expression for C in 
terms of m^ and n^, the coefficients of m^ and n* must be each 
zero : this shews that, in the expression for C above given, the 
coefficients of P, m', w', must be equal. Hence 

u + -^(^^' " ^^' - W^') = t? + -^(.Vv' - Ww' - Uii) 

^w^^ (Ww'-- Uu' - Vv') ... .(26). 

We have tacitly supposed above, in assuming that for each 
value of m^ there are two values of n', and vice vers&, that no 
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one of the quantities U, F", W, is zero : suppose, however, that 

V is zero, W either finite or zero, and that U is finite ; then, 
from (9) and (10), 

and therefore 

+ nw + 2mnu - 2n -— - 2mn — — . 

Now for one value of n^ there are two values of mn ; hence the 
coefficient of mn must be zero: this being established, it is 
obvious also that the coefficient of n^ must also be zero, n^ being 
variable. Hence, when F'= 0, we must have recourse to the 
conditions 

Wy = Uu', W^u + CT't^? = ( TFV f7») t? + 2 WW. ..(21). 
If W- 0, the conditions for an umbilicus will, in like manner, be 

Uu' = Vv\ TJ^ +V\^(U'-^ V) w ■\-2UVw'. . . .(28); 
and, if J7 = 0, 

Vv = Ww', V^w + W\ = ( r' + fT') w + 2 VWu'...{2^). 
In order to ascertain the existence of umbilici on a surface, 
we must combine the equation to the surface with the equations 
(26), and determine whether these equations can be satisfied 
by three real simultaneous values of x, y, «, so as not to make 
?7, F", JVy any of them zero ; the values of the co-ordinates 
will in this case determine an umbilicus. If the two equations 
(26) are^ equivalent to only one really independent equation, 
then this equation, together with that to the surface, will deter- 
mine a certain curve on the surface of which every point is an 
umbilicus : such a line is called a line of spherical curvature, 
because at each of its points the surface possesses a uniform cur- 
vature like the sphere. 

We must try also whether any one of the equations (27), 
(28), (29), can be satisfied, when F", TV, or U, respectively, 
is zero ; the equation (26) being in such cases inappHcable. 

(293) We may readily transform our conditions for umbilici 
nto equivalent ones involving the partial differential coefficients 
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of ;; with respect to x and y. For this purpose we must replace 
^9 ^9 "^ ^9 ^9 ^9 ^9 ^9 ^\ rcspcctively, by 

P9 ?, - 1, Ty t, 0, 0, 0, *. 

Thus^ (26) becomes 



or 



r ■ 


9 


= t- 


p 


s 

= — > 

J>9 


1 


r 


-P9 

s 


1 


t ' 



which will be the proper relation, unless p or q he zero. If 
J9 or J' be zero, we must have respectively, as the requisite con- 
ditions, , « 0, ^ = (1 + y*) r, 

or 5 = 0, r = (1 •\-p^)t, 

(294) In the case of the ellipsoid, its equation being 

a? y' z' 

we have U^^, r=§, J^=-^ 

2 2 2 

or c 

v! = 0, t?' = 0, «?' = 0. 

It is evident that the equations (26) are not satisfied. Suppose 
1^= 0, so that y =» ; then, from (27), 

^(y-co = ^(a^-n 

whence, from the equation to the ellipsoid, 

^» _ fl2 ^ ^ 2» - c' - - 

From these relations it appears that there are four umbilici 
on the surface of an ellipsoid, situated in the principal section 
through its greatest and least axes ; and that they are the 
positions of its vanishing circular sections. 
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(225) * The conditions for the existence of an umbilicus may 
likewise be deduced from the consideration that the two roots of 
the quadratic equation 

p + ^ + ^ =0 («) 

p p p 

must be equal. Now if H, K, L, be not all equal when any 
values of x, y, z, are substituted, let K be the mean. It is 
readily seen that one root of the equation must lie between 
H and JT, and the other between K and L. Hence, if the 
roots be equal, they must either be each equal to K, or we must 



have 



H=K=L, 



or w + -^ (W - Vv' - Ww') 

= » + -^- {Vv' - Wto" - Uti) 
= w + ^{Ww' -Uu' - Vv') 



(i). 



which are the general conditions for an umbilicus. The former 

P 

condition, that each value of — shall be equal to JST, can only be 

P 
satisfied if V= 0. Now when any of the quantities U, V^ or W^ 

is equal to zero, the transformations of Art. (280), by which the 

products 2mn, 2n/, 2^m, are eliminated, is impossible, or rather 

nugatory ; and therefore, to find whether in any given surface 

there are umbilical points for which any of these quantities 

vanish, we should have recourse to the original expression for 

P 

— . However, it is clear that if, making use of this expression, 

we had found by any other process an equation giving the required 

P 

values of — for any point of the surface, it would necessarily have 

P 
been the same as (a) for general values of ?7, F", TV, u^ &c., though 

in a diflferent form probably. Hence, if we can put (a) under a 

* This method of investigating the conditions for umbilici was communicated to 
me by Mr. Thomson, of St Peter's College, to whom I am also indebted for a 
knowledge of the formulae themselves. 
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form which is not impossible or nugatory when any one of the 

P 

quantities Uy V, TV, yanishes^ it will give the values of — at any 

P 
point where such cases occur. Thus, let Z7= 0. We may put 

(a) under the form 




+ ( jET-^U r» l^x - -^ + w (k- - iv = 0. 



PJ I \ 9/ \ P 

Now we have from the values of H, K, L, 

generally. Also, when Z7= 0, 

U'KL = - ( Ft?' - WwJ. 
Hence the quadratic equation becomes, when ?7 = 0, 

(P \(P Tw + W^v- 2VWu' \_ (Vv' - WwJ 

This must be considered as supplementary to equation (a), giving 

P 

the value of — for any point where 27= 0. Symmetrical equa- 

P 
tions apply to the cases where F'= 0, or TF= 0. Now the 

condition that any equation of the form 

(z - a)(z - b) = (? 

may have equal roots, is 

(a + i)' = 4 {ah - &), 
which requires that 

c = and a = i. 

Hence the conditions for an umbilicus, where 
are Vv - Ww' = 0, 



ip). 



and u = 



V*+ W^ 



H 
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Similarly the conditions for an umbilicus, where 

are Ww' - Uu =0 

, W^u + IPw - 2 WUv I 
and V = === — == 

and, where H^= 0, 

are J7w - Ft?' = 



W: 



w. 



w = 



?/'+ F* 



Hence, to find all the umbilici of a surface, we must first satisfy 
the general conditions (J) for as many points as possible, and we 
must then try whether there are any points for which any one 
of the special systems (c), (rf), (e\ is satisfied. 

(296) In the preceding Article it has been remarked that, 
although in certain cases the investigation of Art. (280) involves 
indeterminate operations, yet the equation (18) there obtained 
will be universally true, and that it must be essentially the same 
as if it had been found by a process involving no nugatory expres- 
sions. * We shall, however, now give an investigation which is at 
all times free from nugatory operations, in order that every light 
may be thrown upon this important equation. 

We have to render 

p 

— = ?w + m^t? + r^w + 2mnti + 2nlv + 2lmw' .... (a) 

P 
a maximum or minimimi, subject to the conditions 

lU+mV+nW^O (}), 

r + m' + »» = 1 (c). 

Differentiating (a), (J), (c), and putting dp = 0, we get 
= (/w + mw' + nv) dl + {mv + nu' + Iw') dm + {nw + Iv' + mu') dn, 
0-ldl-\- mdm + ndn, 
= C7a/ + Vdm + TVdn. 

* This investigation was given by Mr. Greatheed, of Trinity College, in the 
Cambridge MathematicalJtmrnali for May, 1838. 
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From which equations we obtain, by indeterminate multipliers, 

lu + mw' + «o' = X/ + /u J7, 
mv + m^ + Iw' « Xm + fiV, 
nto + Iv' + mu' '^ Xn + fiTV, 

Multiplying these equations by /, m, n, respectively, and 
adding, we have, by the aid of (o), (J), (c). 



Hence 



p 



ft? J m + w w + w'l= yi^Vy 

iw J » + cY + urn =^ (aW. 



If from these three equations we eliminate m and n by cross 
multiplication, we see that the coefficient of 2 is symmetrical 
with respect tp the coefficients ; so that if we call it S, and write 

'■iH('-f)(-«-f)--}^-{-'--("-7)} 



+ 
we shall have also 



Trft^V-tj'^t?--^!], 

-sMl^-f) ("- f)-'1*"'W-"'(-f)} 

+ U L'v' - v>' (to - -^1, 

» ■i['^{(° - 7) (- t) -'"'}* ^h' -"■('■- 7)} 

If we multiply these three equations by CT^ F^ W, respec- 
tively, and add, we have, by the relation (J), 



-(-f)(»-7)-(-7)(«-f)-(«-f)(-f 

- 2VTVu' (u--\- 2WUv' (v--\- 2UVw' (u>-- 
_ IPu/* _ r*„'» _ TT W + 2 FTTcV + 2 WVto't^ + 2 C^Fw't)' = 0. 



) 
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This is a quadratic equation in —, with which the equation 

P 
(18) will coincide when cleared of its fractional form. 

(^97) Having considered above the properties of the normal 
curvature of surfaces, we will now establish an important theorem, 
due to Meunier, by which the curvature of an oblique section 
at any point of a surface may be immediately obtained from 
that of a normal section at the same point. 

Differentiating the equation to the surface, we have 

Udx •¥ Vdy + Wdz = 0, 
Ud^x + Vd^y + Wd^z + uds? + vdy^ + wds? 

+ 2u'dydz + 2v'dzdx 

+ 2w'dxdy = 0. 
Let R be the radius of curvature of the oblique section ; then, 
by the theory of the curvature of curves in space (Art. 265), 
we know that, a, /3, 7, being the angles which JB makes with 
the co-ordinate axes. 



.« ds^ 



d X = -^ cos a, 
Jtt 



Hence we get 



d^y = -g cos /3, 

,a d^ 
a z = — ■ cos 7. 



= — ( ?7 cos a -f F^ cos /3 + W cos 7) + &c.: 

but, 9 denoting the inclination of the section to the normal 
plane, ^ ?7 cos a + F' cos /3 + Wcos 7 

hence = ^ + &c. 

It will be observed, that the remaining terms of the equation 
are functions only of the partial differential coefficients of 

F(Xy y, z), and of -r- , -^, ~; these terms will therefore 

as as ds 

remain constant so long as the oblique section passes through 



aTtsx. IV «n7A 









<]f Ife 



csf 



</tL<: j^jTBual n0^^'ni wiSvL ptrnpf trrpoA liac 

'"25;^^ A l:rjet of c ui i jtfjj s r in acy H.iikfe is die locos d a 
tme^ of ru 07£.t«eic:rdre pc^i^ s:^ liiat liie imxibiIs at each 
p^y;£(t khikll meif^ XiMt nf/rmsil at iLe consecaiiTe one. 

lie er^^Uftk/os to tb& n<Hisal are 

jif - X ^f — f z - z 

Ijet each member of this equation be leptesented by 0- Tlien 

If the consecntiTe normals meet^ ^f, y, 2f, will remain con- 
stant when Zf y, z^ and dierefore U, V, W, Q, tbij infinitesi- 
malljr. Hence we hare 

<&+ QdU + UdQ = 0, 

^+ Q<fr + VdQ^O, 

dz + QrfFP+ WdQ = 0: 

dx J dy dz 

7 , , I U dQ ^ 

•ML T^ //O 

mi>4nw'+^' + -r+ ^.-J!r = o, (30). 

fd Q, as 
J , , n W dQ 



OT; putting 
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Eliminating Q and dQ from our equations^ we find 

U(dVdz'dTVdy)-hV(dWdx-dUdz)+W(dUdy-dVdx)^0, 

as the differential equation for the lines of curvature. This 
equation^ together with the equation to the surface, involves 
all the properties of lines of curvature. The process of inte- 
gration, the differential equation being of two dimensions in 
dx, dtfy dz, will introduce into our results an arbitrary constant 
so involved that, when Xy y, z, are given, it will have two 
different values. If we substitute these two values of the 
constant in the integral, we shall thus get the equations to 
two lines of curvature passing through the given point. 

(299) DifferentiatiDg the equations (9), (10), (13), considering 
/, m, «, variable, and putting dp = 0, which corresponds to 
the determination of the principal sections, we get 

Idl + mdm + ndn = 0, 
Udl + Vdm + Wdn = 0, 

(Ju + mu> + nv') dl+ (mv + nu' + Iw*) dm + {nw + h' + mu*) dn = 0. 

Multiplying these equations in order by A, pt, 1, adding and 
equating to zero the coefficients of dly dm, dn, we obtain 

lu + mto + nc' = X/ + /x Uy 

mv + nu' + Iw = Xm -^ iJuV, 

nw + Iv' + mu' = X» + pt IF". 

Now, if between these three equations X and ^^ be eliminated, 
it is clear that we shall get an equation in /, m, n coinciding 
with the equation resulting from the elimination of Q and 
dQ between the equations (30). From this it is evident that, 
/, m, n, being in both cases subject to the same equations (9) and 
(10), the directions in which the lines of curvature start from any 
point on the surface coincide with the directions of greatest and 
least curvature, and are therefore at right angles to each other. 

(300) That the two lines of curvature through any point of a 
surface are at right angles to one another, may be demonstrated 
also in the following manner.* 

* For this demonstration of the perpendicularity of the lines of curvature, I am 
indebted to Mr. Fischer, of ^emWoke College. 



258 ON THE CUKVATURB OF SURFACES. 

We have for the differential equation of the lines of cnrvatare. 

Now rdW^WdV^(Vv'^Ww')dx + (Vt/'-Wv)dy 

^{Vw'Wu)dzi 
also Udx + Vdy + Wdz = 0. 

Therefore^ eliminating dx, 

VdW-^ WdV=(vu'-Wv- J(Fb'- Ww')idy 

+ fvw-Wu' ' ^{Vv'-- Wur\ dz 

= - WKdy + VLdz. 

Modifying the second and third terms of the aboye equation 
similarly^ and arranging the result^ we find 

U{K'L) dydz + V^L-H) dzdx 4 W{H-K)dxdy = 0. 

Hence^ if ly m^ n, be the direction-cosines of the tangent to 
a line of curvature through any point of the surface^ their ratios 
are determined by the equations 

Ul+Vm + Wh = (a). 

It is readily shewn that two, and only two, systems of values 
of the ratios may be deduced firom these equations, and that 
they are aU real. Hence, if Zj, m^, n^, and l^ m^ n^ be the 
values, we may write down equation (a) for each system ; and 
we thence deduce, by a common process, 

U V TV ,. 

Similarly, from (J) we deduce 

Therefore, dividing the members of equations (c) by the cor- 
responding members of (ef), we have 

therefore l^l^ + m^^ -+ n^n^ = 0. 
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Hence the two directions of the lines of curvature through 
any point are at right angles. 

(301) The identity of the equations for finding the positions of 
the principal sections and the directions of the lines of curvature 
at any point of a surface, points out to us a method of finding 
at once the principal sections and principal radii at any point of 
a surface of revolution. Let P be any point of the surface; 
M the point where the axis of revolution is intersected by 
a perpendicular let fall upon it from P, N being the inter- 
section of the axis with a normal to the generating curve at P. 
The plane of the generating curve will evidently be one of the 
principal sections, since any two of its consecutive normals 
must meet; and the other principal section must pass through 
the normal PiV at right angles to the area of the generating 
curve. The principal radius of curvature of the former section 
will be the radius of curvature of the generating curve. The 
radius of curvature of the latter section will, by Meunier's 
theorem, be equal to the product of PM, which is the radius of 
the circular section of the surface through P, and the secant of 
the angle MPN; that is, it will be the line PN. 

(302) To find the lines of curvature on the surface of an 
ellipsoid. 

The equation to the ellipsoid is 

-! + ^ + -!=i (1)'; 

whence also xdx ydy zdz , ^, 

~^^^'^^^ ^^^• 

Also, from the differential equation for the lines of curvature 
we have, in the case of the ellipsoid, 

(,»_..)£.(e'-a')|.C«^-.«)| = 0...(3y. 

Assume ^^^ + £^ + 0^=0 (4)' 

to be an equation between a:, y, z^ which, together with (1)', 
shall determine the lines of curvature. The admissibility of 
this assumption depends upon the possibility of its satisfying 
(3)' in such a way that the three constants -4, By C, shall 

S2 
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be equivalent to a constant with two valaes. That these 
constants should be subject to this condition will be clear when 
we consider, that if between (1)', {2^, and (37, we eliminate 
z and dzy we shall have a differential equation of the first order 
and second degree in z and y. 

From (4)' there is 

whence, by the aid of (2y, we see that 

^ -.y^ ,'4 :• B-C '.C-A '. A.B...,{&y. 

Prom (3)' and (6)' we get 

(*'- '^^ a-C^C) ^^^-'^ *W) •^^^- '^ 7U^ ="' 
This equation will coincide with (4)', provided that 

-^'^^Zc' ^-^-C^A' ^^A^B' 

where X is anj quantity whatever: these three equations 
establish only one relation between A, B, C, viz. 

j»_c» e'-a* a'-b* „ ,^,, 

-A-*-B-^-C—' («)• 

If we put A = — 5 — , i» = , C = — J — , 

then f+g + h^O (7)', 

Equation (8)', together with (1)', are the equations to the 
lines of curvature. If we substitute in (8)' the quantity 
- (y*+y) for hf by virtue of (7)', the resulting equation will 

involve only one arbitrary constant, viz. ~ . In order to 

determine the value of this constant, let us suppose that 
(^i> yi> ^i) ^ * point on the surface of the ellipsoid from which 
a conjugate pair of lines of curvature start. 
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Then, from (8)' we have 

— + 



b*-(?x* <^-a*y* (f-b*z* 
f cf g V h &' 



and from (7)' there is y ^ ^ = - A : 
multiplying these two equations together we get 

= (a' - *') j' . . . . (9)', 

which is a quadratic in ^, of which the roots, as may be 

readily ascertained, have real values. The double value of 

the constant ^ satisfies one of the two conditions on which 

the legitimacy of the assumption (4)' is dependent. 

The equation (8)' belongs to a cone of the second order, 
with its vertex at the origin, which shews that the lines 
of curvature through any point of an ellipsoid are the inter- 
sections of the surface with two cones, of which the vertices 
are both at the centre: the fact of there being two cones is 

shewn by the double value of the constant -^ • 

The equations (5)', putting for A^ J9, C, the values obtained 
above, become 
xdx ydy zdz ' 

"(—-—) '(—:—) "(t-;—) 

which are the differential equations of the projections of the 
lines of curvature on the co-ordinate planes : these projections, 
as the forms of their differential equations shew, are conic 
sections. 

Suppose that 

a - & a - c 

j3 being a very small quantity. Then, from (9)' we have 

f 
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firom which equation it is evident that^ as /3 diminishes indefi- 
nitely without absolutely vanishing, the values of ~ approach 

indefinitely nearly to zero. We may see firom (7)' that the 
corresponding values of ~ are indefinitely near to zero. From 

this it is evident that the equation (8)', as the point {x^^ y^, «,) 
approaches indefinitely near to an umbilicus, without absolutely 
coinciding with it;, degenerates indefinitely nearly into 

or that, to proceed to the limit, the lines of curvature through 
an umbilicus coincide with the section of the eUipsoid made by 
a plane through its greatest and least axes. 

If in the equations (2)' and (3)' we put y = 0, they become 

xdx zdz 



2 2 

a c 



— c , a — o 2 

whence 5 — x = — ^— sr, 

or c 

a relation which is satisfied by the. values of x, z, at an umbi- 
licus without subjecting to any restriction the ratios between the 
differentials dx, dy, dz. This shews that the property of the 
intersections of consecutive normals, as far as the first order 
of differentials is concerned, is satisfied equally in whatever 
direction an indefinitely small arc is taken on the surface of the 
ellipsoid starting from an umbilicus. 

This result may at first sight appear to be incompatible with 
our former conclusion, viz. that the lines of curvature through 
an umbilicus, coincide with the plane of xz. Conceive, how- 
ever, an indefinitely small ring to be described on the surface 
aroxmd the umbilicus : from each point of this ring a pair 
of lines of curvature will start indefinitely nearly coincident 
with the plane of xz. Hence we see, that ia whatever direction 
we may start from the umbilicus to this infinitesimal ring, the 



ON THE CURVATURE OF SURFACES. 263 

subsequent course of the lines of cizrvature will be ultimately 
the same. 

The discovery that the lines of curvature on an ellipsoid are 
the intersections of the surface with cones of the second order, 
is due to Mr. Leslie Ellis: the more direct investigation by 
which he arrived at this conclusion may be seen in the Cam- 
bridge Mathematical Journal for May 1840. The student is 
recommended also to consult Leroy's Giomitrie Descriptive, 
for graphic illustrations of the forms of the lines of curvature. 

(303) If there be three series of surfaces, such that all the sur- 
faces of each series cut the surfaces of the other two series at right 
angles, the lines of intersection of any one of the surfaces of the 
three series, with the surfaces of the two conjugate series, are 
its lines of curvature. This remarkable theorem was given by 
Dupia, in his D4vdoppements de Oiomitrie, Cinquieme M^moire, 

* Let O be any point in which three conjugate surfaces 
intersect, and let the rectangular axes OX, OY, OZ, be per- 
pendicular to the tangent planes of the three surfaces at O. Let 

F{x, y,z)^\ (a), 

^i(^. y^^)^\ - . . .(«x)> 

F^i^,yyz)^\ (a,), 

be the equations of the three series ; and, when proper values 
are attached to X, X^, X^, let (a) be the surface touched by 
YOZ, (a^) by ZOX, and (aj by XOY. Hence, when x= 0, 
y =: 0, 2 = 0, we have 

F= 0, W^ 0,^ 

Tr, = o, cr, = 0,1 (J), 

cr = o, f; = o,J 

the suffixes of the letters in (S) connecting them with the cor- 
responding surfaces. 

Now, since the system is orthogonal, we must have identically 



UU^ + VV, + WW^ = 



(c). 



* This demonstration of Dupin's theorem was given hy Mr. Thomson, of 
St. Peter's College, in the Cambridge Mathematical Journal for February 1844. 
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Differentiating the first of these equations with respect to x, the 
second with respect to y, and the third with respect to z, putting 
^f t/f ^» e^h equal to zero^ in the result^ and making use of 
equations (]b\ we hare 

(Fj«) + (Tr,)(r;) = o, 
(w^.)(«0 + (^)«)-=o, 

(C0(r/) + (F;)(«')-O, 

the brackets denoting that^ in the quantities enclosed^ x^ y, z, 
are equated to zero. From these equations we conclude that 

(«')»o, CO = o, «)-o. 

The relation (tt')«0^ see Arts. (284, 285), shews that the planes of 
xy and xz contain the principal sections of (a) through O, and 
therefore the lines of intersection of (a^) and (a^ with (a) touch 
the principal sections of (a) at O. Now O may be any point in 
one of the surfaces (a), and therefore each of these surfaces has 
its lines of curvature traced upon it by the surfaces of the series 
(a^)y (a^). Similarly, from the equations (<?/) « 0, (w?^') = 0, it 
follows that each surface (aj has its lines of curvature traced by 
(a,) and (a), and each surface (a^ by (a) and (a^), which is the 
theorem to be proved. 

It will be observed that in this demonstration only one sur- 
face of each series has been considered. Hence the theorem 
proved is, that if any three surfaces cut one another at right 
angles along each line of intersection, at any point where all 
three meet, the lines of intersection on each surface will be 
tangents to its principal sections. Dupin's theorem follows 
immediately from this result. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



PROBLEMS. 



Pkob. 1. To find the relations between the co-ordinates of 
the extremities of three conjugate diameters in an ellipsoid. 
Let the equation to the surface be 

«' V* ^i* 

— 4 ^ + — = 1 

This is satisfied by 

x = al, y = bm, z - en, 

provided that Z' + w' + »' = 1 (1), 

and therefore al, bm, en, may be taken as co-ordinates of the 
extremity of a semi-diameter r. 
In like manner we may take 

a?' = aZ', y' = bm', z' = en', 

under the condition T' + w" + »" = 1 (2), 

and z" = al\ y = bni, z" = en", 

tinder the condition l"^ + nP + w"^ = 1 (3), 

as the co-ordinates of the extremity of two other semi-diameters 
r' and /. 

Now if we change the co-ordinate axes so as to coincide with 
r, r', and r", we shall have to put 

al aX aX' 

and similarly for the others. If we substitute these values in 
the equation to the surface^ and make the conditions that r, r^, r, 
shall be conjugate semi-diameters^ which involves the vanishing of 
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the terms containing the rectangles in the transformed equation, 
we find n ^ ^^ + ^' ^ 

tT + m'm' + n'n' = ' (4)- 

Tl + mm + nn » 0- 

The equations (4) shew that 

xaf W zz' 
+ ^£- + =0 



or 



J * 









which are the required relations between the co-ordinates 
{xy y, z)y {x'y if y 2^), {Xy ify /), of tho cxtTemities of three con- 
jugate diameters. 

CoE. 1. From the equations (4), we see that (Z, m, «), 
(?, niy n')y (Ty niy n")y are the direction-cosines of three lines 
which are at right angles to each other. 

Cor. 2. Let (X, F, Z), (X, T, Z')y (X, r, Z'), be three 

such points and 12 such a line that 

SI = Xy Rm = Yy Mn = Zy 
m = X, Rm' = r, Bn' = Z, 
m' = X', Rm' = y, J2»' = Z'j 

then, from the aboye conclusions, we easily see that if the points 

(X, y, z), (x; r, z), (x-, y-, z), 

be the extremities of three radii, at right angles to each other, 

of a sphere «» + y» + z* = iP, 

the points 

laX hY cZ\ (aX iT cZ\ (aX iY' cZ 

\R' R' R)' \R ' R ' RJ' [T ' 'W' 'R 

will be the extremities of conjugate diameters of an ellipsoid 



■)• 



^+y' 



+ -:;= 1. 



or b' C 

For further information on this subject the reader is referred 
to a memoir by M. Brassine^ in Liouville's Journal de MatJU^ 
matigues, Ac, 1842. 
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Pros. 2. The sum of the squares of the projections of any 
three conjugate diameters on a fixed line is constant. 

Instead of projecting the diameters on the line directly, it is 
better to project the co-ordinates of the extremities of each 
diameter, and add them. Now if X, fiy v, be the direction-cosines 
of the given Hne, the sum of the projections of the co-ordinates 
of the extremity of one diameter is 

oA + bmfjL + cny : 

similarly, for the other two, we have 

atX + hm'fi + cn'vy 

aT\ + bm'fi + cri'v. 

Squaring and adding, and observing that both the axes of 
co-ordinates and the lines of which the direction cosines are 
(?, m, n), (/', m\ n'\ (F, m% n"), are rectangular systems, we 
shall have for the required sum, 

a'X' + by + cV, 

which is a constant quantity. 

Prob. 3. The sum of the squares of the perpendiculars drawn 
from the extremities of three conjugate diameters on a fixed 
diametral plane is constant. 

If the equation to the pkne be 

Xx + fj^y + yz= 0, 

in which A, /ti, v, are the direction-cosines, and if p, p\ p\ 
be three conjugate perpendiculars, 

p = al\ + hmyi -f cytv, 

y = aX\ + hniik + c»V, 

p = aV\ + hrri'ii + cw'V, 
and therefore 

]^ + />'' + p"^ = a'A* + ft V + ^^9 * constant. 

Prob. 4. The sum of the squares of the reciprocals of three 
diameters of an ellipsoid at right angles to each other is constant. 

The equation to the ellipsoid being 

0^ tf £• 
a b c 
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and r being anj diameter of which the direction-coaines are 
l,tn,n, x^rl, y-rm, z^m; 

therefore -¥=-i + -7r + -T* 

r^ 4:^ V <f 

Similarly for another diameter^ 

andagam _ = ^ + -^ + ^. 

Adding^ then, and observing that, in consequence of the diame* 
ters being at right angles to each other, 

, 111111 

we have 3+-j + -a = Ti + ii+-i- 

r* Tj r, ijf V i? 

Fkob. 5. To find the locus of the centres of the sections in 
a central surface of the second order made by planes which, all 
pass through one point. 

Let the equation to the surface be 

^a:* + -By* + Or* = 1 (1), 

a^ b, c, the co-ordinates of the fixed point through which all 
the planes pass. The equation to any one of them must be of 

the form /(^ "0) + m(y - ft) + «(« - c) = (2). 

Now the equation to the line which is the locus of the centres 
of planes parallel to this one are 

Az By Cz . 

Therefore the co-ordinates of the centre of the section must 
satisfy equations (2) and (3). Eliminating /, m, n, between 
them, we have 

Ax (a; - a) + By (y - i) + Ci (2; - c) = 

as the equation to the required locus, which is evidently a 
surface similar to (1), and passing through the origin and the 
given point. 
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pROB. 6. To find the locus of the intersection of tangent 
planes to an ellipsoid drawn at the extremities of a system 
of conjugate diameters. 

Let the co-ordinates of the extremities be x^ y^ Zq , x^ y^ z^ , 
^2 ^2 ^2 5 ^^^ the equations to the tangent planes are 

Ax^x + A'yjy + A'z^ = 1, 

Ax^x + A'yj/ + A"z^z = 1, 

Ax^ + A'yji/ + A'z^ = 1. 
Adding, then, we have 

Ax{x^ + a^i + a:J + A'y{y^ + yi + y,) + ^"^(^o + «i + ^J^) = 3. 
Now, as the diameters are conjugate, the tangent plane at the 
extremity of any one is parallel to the diametral plane contain- 
ing the other two, and therefore the point of intersection {(cyz) 
is the extremity of the diagonal of a parallelopiped of which the 
three diameters are conterminous edges. Now the projection 
of the diagonal on any line is equal to the sum of the projections 
on the same line of the three edges terminated at one extremity 
of the diagonal. Hence, making the three axes in turn the lines 
of projection, we have 

x^x^ + x^-¥x^, y = yo + yi + y2* ;3 = «o + ^i + ^2- 

Substituting in the preceding equation, it becomes 

As? + Ay + ^ V = 3, 
which is the equation to the required locus. It is obvious that 
this is an ellipsoid concentric with and similar to the original 
one, and that its axes are greater in the ratio of V3 to 1. 

Pros. 7. If at a point P in a curved surface a tangent plane 
be drawn, on which a perpendicular Y be drawn from a fixed 
point ; and if in F a point P be taken such that OP. Y^K 
(a constant), the locus of IP will be a surface such that the 
perpendicular from on its tangent plane at P* passes through 
P, and if the length of this perpendicular be O Y'y there exists 
the relation OP.OY' = **. 

Let the co-ordinates, measured from 0, of P be {xyz)y those 
of P' {x'y'z) ; then, if ^ be the angle between OP and OF, 

A^« OP.OY^ OP. OP, cos 0= OP. OP. ^^X^\^^^ 

= XX ^yy' 4 zz. . ..(1). 
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Now if F{jt, yyz)^0 (2) 

be the equation to the locus oiP, and if /i^ be the perpendicular 
from O on its tangent plane^ 

,dF jdF .dF 
Pi " f/^jp\^ /^ip\* r^i?K^i "^ ^ 



wvm^m 



Differentiating (1) and (2)^ considering xyz^ ^yzj as all variable^ 
we have 

aldx + ydy + zdz + xdal + ydy + zdd « . , . . (4), 
^,cfe'^-rfy-._rf^ = (5); 

to which, M f{xy yyz)^0 be the equation to the given surface, 
we have to join 

%dx^%.dyjldz = ^ (6); 

dz dy " dz ^ ' 

\ (6) + /I (6) - (4) giyes, on equating to zero the coefficients of 
each differential, 

.dF dF rfJP ,,, 

x = x_, y = x^, z = x^ (7), 

"'="!' ^'="1' ^'="1 («>• 

The equations (7) indicate that the line of which the direction- 
cosines are proportional to x, y, z, coincides with that of which 

the direction-cosines are proportional to -7- , -y-, — ; that is, 

CbX ^y Ci^ 

that OP and OY' coincide, or that OY passes through P. 
Equations (8) merely indicate the original construction. Also 
from (3) and (7), we have 



_ XX + yy + zz ^k 

or p^r = k\ that is, OP.OY' = J^. 

Surfaces related to each other in the manner described above 
are called reciprocal surfaces by Professor Maccullagh, who, in 
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the Transactions of the Rot/al Irish Academy y vol. xvii., has 
investigated many of their properties, and applied them most 
ingeniously to researches in the Theory of Light. 

If the original surface be an ellipsoid, the reciprocal surface 
will also be one — such that the products of the corresponding 
axes are equal. 

Pros. 8. A straight line moves so as to have three of its 
points constantly in three fixed planes ; to find the surface 
traced out by any other point. 

Let the equations to the fixed planes be 

Ix + my + Tw; = 0, rx+ m'y + n'z = 0, I'x + my + n"z = 0. 

Let a, J, c, be the distances of any assumed point (xyz) in the 
line from the three points which are to rest in the three planes. 
If the co-ordinates of these points be a, /3, 7; a, j3', y; a% /3*, y"; 
and the direction-cosines be X, /*, v, the equations to the line 
may be put in three forms 

X - a _ y - j3 __ ^ - 7 _ 

\ fX V 

\ fX V * 

'I f^'l It 

^-tt y-p «-7 ^ 

But the co-ordinates a, /3, 7, &c. must satisfy the equations 

to the planes ; hence, we have 

1 

/X + mpt ■\' nv = - (Ix + my + nz\ 

a 

V\ + m'fi + »V = - {Vx + m'y + n'z)y 

r\ + mV + ri!'v = i {Vx + rr^'y + n"z). 

c 

From these we can determine X, /i, v, in the form 

"f a h 

X ='^ ffe + my + nz), /ea = f (/'a; + m'y + w';?), v = - (7'a; + ml'y^- ri'z)y 
a ^ c 



a, 
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ff g, h, bemg fancdons of I, m, n, l', m', n', I", m", n", of wbidi 
the form is otmous. Hence, observing that X' + /i* ^ r' = 1, 
we haye 

f^ ff A* 

u O c 

as the equation to the required locus, which is eyidendy a 
central snrfiice of the second d^ree. 

Pbob. 9. If through a fixed point O any three chords 
AA, BS, CCf be drawn in a surface of the second order, 
the locus of the intersection of the plane passing through 
Ay B, C, with that passing through A', B, C,isa, plane. 

Take O as the origin, OA, OB, OC^aa the axes of a?, y, z; 
the equation to the surface being 

A2!'+ Ay-¥ u4 V+ 2Byz^ 2Bzx-¥ 2B'xy^2 Ci+ 2 Cy + 2 C"z+ E^ 

(1). 

Now, if OA^a, OB^h, OC^c, OA^d, OB^V, OC^c'i 
the equation to the plane ABC is 



and that to A'BC is 



^ y ^ ^ 
a b c 



^ y ^ ^ 

^1 u ^' 

a o c 



When the planes intersect we may combine the equations 
in any way we choose : adding them, we have 



X 



G%')^K^i'^)^'G^^')°'- 



This is a relation between the co-ordinates of the L'ne of 
intersection, and it may also be considered as the equation 
to a plane in which that line lies. We have now to shew 
that it remains fixed in position when the position of the chords 
is changed, the point O remaining the same. For this purpose 
we observe that a and a', being the intercepts on the axis of x 
between the origin and the surface, are the roots of the equation 

Ax^^- 2Gr+ E=^0, 

derived from the equation to the surface by making y = 0, « = 0. 
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Hence, by the known relations between the roots of an equation 

and its coefficients, 

1 l^_2C 

a a" E' 

In like manner we find 

h'^V E ' 1^ c'^ E ' 
Substituting these values in the equation to the plane, it 
becomes Cx-h C'y -\- C"z -\- E = (2). 

Now, if we were to change the position of the chords passing 
through O, we should in fact be simply changing the direction 
of the co-ordinates without altering the origin. The substi- 
tutions for eflfecting this transformation are linear, or of the form 

X = ax + by' + cz ; 

and therefore the groups of the terms of the first and second 
degrees in equation (1) will change independently of each 
other, the constant term not being altered. Consequently the 
equation (2), which is the same as the last four terms of (1), 
will experience the same change from the transformation of 
co-ordinates as it would do if it were deduced from (1) after 
the transformation had been then effected. Consequently the 
position of the plane (2) remains the same when the co-ordinate 
axes are changed, or it is the locus of the lines of intersection 
of the planes passing through the extremities of the chords. 

Prob. 10. If there be two homofocal ellipsoids, 
x^ v^ z^ x!^ V^ s? 

and we take in one two points, P (x, y, z) and Q (J, j;, f ), and 
in the other two points, P' {x', y\ tI) and Q ({', ??', <;'), so 
connected, that 

X «_£ y ^ ^ ^ ^ ^_^-^ 

ya'""?' 'y'^h'"'^" ■?"7'"f' 

then shall PQ^PQ, 

(PQJ = (r - xf + (V - yj + (r - zj, 

(PQy=a-xy-^(v-yy-^(i:'zy. 
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Eliminating a:', y\ z', {*, V, f ', by means of the preceding 
relations^ 

But^ as the surfaces are homofocal^ \^ ^/ 

hence 

Since a;, y, 2, {, 17, f, are co-ordinates of the ellipse, the 
second side vanishes, and we have 

(rQy-(PQJ=0, or PQ = PQ. 

Peob. 11. To find the locus of the middle points of all the 
chords in a central surface of the second order, which pass 
through a given point. 

Let Aa? + By^+Cs?^D (1) 

be the equation to the surface, and 

£z_? = y:i* = izl... (2), 

I m n 

the equation to any chord passing through the fixed point 
a, by c. Then, if x^, y^, «j, x^, y,, z^, be the co-ordinates of the 
points where the chords meet the surface, we have, from (2), 

^1-^2 ^ yi-y2 ^ ^1-^2 (3N ! 

/ m n ' j 

and, from (1), the two conditions ^ 

Ax,' + By,' + Cz,' == D, Ax,' ^ By,' + Cz^' = D ; 
whence A (x,' ~ x,') + B (y,' - y/) + C(z,' - <) = 0. 

Dividing each term of this last equation by the corresponding 
members of (3), we have 

Al(x, + X,) + Bm (yi + y,) + Cn (z, + z,) = 0. 
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Now if aiy y', ;?', be the co-ordinates of the middle point of the 

chord, a;' = K*, + «,), y' = Ky. + y,), ^' = K^. + ^^» 

and the last equation becomes 

Alui + Bmy' + CutI - 0. 

But X J y, Zy satisfy equations (2), so that 

X - o, ^y - z - c 
I m n ' 

Hence, eliminating ?, m, n, between the last two equations, we 

fi^d Ax {x' - a) + By (y' - J) + Cz' (z' - c) = 0, 

as the equation to the required locus, which is evidently a 
surface similar to the original one, and passing through the 
origin and the fixed point. 

Prob. 12. To find the equation to the surface which is 
described in the following manner : — 

At the middle point of every central plane section of an 
ellipsoid a normal to the plane is drawn, and along this, in the 
same direction, are measured lines equal to the principal axes 
of the section. The extremities of these lines will trace out 
a surface of two sheets, which is the one in question. 

By Art. (122) the principal axes of a section of an ellipsoid 

3 2 3 

made by a plane Ix + my + nz = 0, are given by the equation 

aT bW cV , 

r" - a' ■*■ r' - y "^ r' - c' ~ ^^ 

The equations to a normal to the plane through the origin are 

X y z .„. 

I m n 

and if along this normal we measure distances equal to the 
principal axes of the section, p, being the length of the distance, 
must be a root of the preceding quadratic : or we may take it 



.'Jt- 



■jrv-v 
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i 



as equal to r: eliminating^ then^ I, m, n, between (1) and (2), 
we have ^^ jy ^^ 

as the equation to the surface. K we put for r* its value 
a^ + y* + ^s", and get rid of the denominators^ the equation to the 
surface becomes 

+ a'iV = 0. 

This is Fresnel's construction for the Wave Surface in the 
Theory of Light. 
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THE END. 
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